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Tokyo National Museum
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As Japan’s representative museum in the humanities field, Tokyo National Museum collects, preserves, manages and displays cultural
properties from across Japan and other Asian regions, whilst also conducting research and providing educational programs.
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e E= Tokyo National Museum was established in 1872 and has the longest history among all museums in Japan.

. Our collection contains more than 114,000 items, including many National Treasures and Important Cultural

ZENIYA Masami Properties. We collect, preserve, restore and display tangible cultural properties from across Japan and other Asian

Executive Director regions. We also conduct research into these properties and promote understanding of them through educational
Tokyo National Museum activities. L ) i

In January 2011, we renewed part of our regular exhibitions to make them more accessible to the general public. In
2013, a total of seven special exhibitions are being held. To mark the 62nd grand relocation of the Ise Jingu shrine build-
ings, the museum is collaborating with Shinto shrines throughout Japan to organize a special exhibition of the shrines’
treasures entitled Grand Exhibition of Sacred Treasures from Shinto Shrines. There is also The Beauty of Japanese-style
Calligraphy, which brings together masterworks of Japanese calligraphy and highlights the unique appeal of this art
form. Kyoto from Inside and Outside: Scenes on Panels and Folding Screens, showcases the finest paintings of scenes in
and around Kyoto, which depict the bustle and seasonal views of the former capital.

We are also striving to create a museum that satisfies the needs of all our visitors, be they adults, children or visi-
tors from foreign countries. To this end, in addition to the exhibitions themselves, we hold hands-on activities to help
deepen understanding and enjoyment of cultural properties, while also holding workshops to facilitate appreciation
of the artworks and working to improve our guidance services.

We sincerely look forward to welcoming many visitors to our museum.
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M Exhibitions
@Regular Exhibitions
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Japanese Archaeology Gallery
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Thematic Exhibition: Hina and Other Japanese
Dolls (February 22 — April 24,2011)
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The regular exhibitions comprise the core function
of the museum’s exhibition activities, displaying
works from the museum collection as well as ob-
jects on loan to the museum. Exhibits are rotated
periodically, with an approximate total of 300 rota-
tions annually. In fiscal year 2012, 8,000 objects are
scheduled for display. The regular exhibition gal-
leries are outlined as follows:

HONKAN (Japanese Gallery): Features the High-
lights of Japanese Art exhibition which occupies
the 2nd floor, providing an overview of Japa-
nese art in chronological order from the Jomon
to the Edo period. Exhibitions on the 1st floor
are categorized by genre and include sculpture
and ceramics as well as thematic exhibitions.

TOYOKAN (Asian Gallery): The Toyokan building,
which had been closed while renovation work
was being carried out to reinforce the building
against earthquakes, was reopened on January
2, 2013. With exhibits on the theme of “A Jour-
ney around Asian Art,” the Toyokan showcases
works of art and archaeological artifacts from
various parts of Asia (excluding Japan).

HEISEIKAN: Includes the Japanese Archaeology
Gallery (1st floor), which features archaeological
objects such as bronze bells and haniwa clay
figures from the Paleolithic to the Edo period, as
well as a Thematic Exhibition Room (1st floor),
which houses thematic and educational dis-

lays.

The Gallery of Horyuji Treasures: Exhibits are se-
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Number of objects in collection: 114,362 (including 87 National Treasures and 631 Important Cultural Properties)
Number of objects on loan: 2,563 (including 49 National Treasures and 253 Important Cultural Properties)

(Figures as of March 31,2013)
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sE13-9 HMTEL:
13-9 Ueno Park; Taito-ku, Tokyo, 110-8712  Phone: +81-3-3822-1111

http://www.tnm.jp/

lected from over 300 cultural properties donated
to the Imperial family by Horyuji temple in Nara.

HYOKEIKAN: In recent years, this gallery has been uti-
lized as an occasional venue for special exhibitions.
The building is closed from January 2012.

Kuroda Memorial Hall: This building commemo-
rates the modern Japanese painter Kuroda
Seiki. The building has been closed since April
2012 for renovation work to reinforce it against
earthquakes. Following its reopening, the build-
ing will be used for exhibitions of Kuroda Seiki’s
work.

@Thematic Exhibitions
Thematic exhibitions focus on specific themes and
are held as part of the museum’s regular exhibi-
tions. The following are examples of thematic
exhibitions scheduled in fiscal year 2013:
* Flower Vases (March 19-June 2, 2013)
« Buddhist Sculpture in and after the Period of Unkei
and Kaikei (August 27-November 17,2013)
+ The Scene Depicted—a Dedicated Commitment to
the Realistic Portrayal of Authentic Scenes
(October 29-December 8, 2013)

B Collection, Preservation and Restoration
To systematically exhibit the cultures of Asia, with
a focus on Japan, we strive to collect cultural prop-
erties by purchase, donation and loan. We also
carry out a variety of measures to allow cultural
properties that have become fragile over time to
be safely exhibited into the future. These measures
include improving the environments in our galler-
ies and storage facilities, improving our methods
of exhibiting and transporting objects, checking
the conditions of cultural properties, as well as
performing about 100 full restorations and 1000
emergency treatments of works annually. We call
these activities clinical conservation.

03-3822-1111 ({t%®) Mnhttp://www.tnm.jp/
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Thematic Exhibition: Female Painters (June 5-July 29, 2012)
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Specialist working on full restorations of folding screens
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The Vision and Calligraphy of Aoyama San'u: The 100th
Anniversary of his Birth (July 18-September 9, 2012)

E AL HAEIE 2013 11



HAERIER{E40EF RRELIEYE
1408F %k [E2 T8
Tr25% 1 B22H~383H

Wang Xizhi: Master Calligrapher (January 22-March
3,2013)
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School Program: “At the Lecture Room - My First
TNM Experience”
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Tactile map operated by volunteers to provide

visitor information
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Special Research Project: “Calligraphy”
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@Special Exhibitions

Special exhibitions are held to present the outcome
of our research activities and to meet visitor de-
mands. The following are examples of special exhi-
bitions scheduled in fiscal year 2013:

- Grand Exhibition of Sacred Treasures from Shinto
Shrines (April 9-June 2, 2013)

- The Beauty of Japanese-style Calligraphy (July 13—
September 8, 2013)

- Treasures of Chinese Painting from the Shanghai
Museum (October 1-November 24, 2013)

- Kyoto from Inside and Outside: Scenes on Panels
and Folding Screens (October 8-December 1,
2013)

- Admired from Afar: Masterworks of Japanese
Painting from the Cleveland Museum of Art (Janu-
ary 15-February 23, 2014)

- Engendering Beauty, Preserving Technique:
Artworks by Living National Treasures (January
15-February 23, 2014)

@Overseas Exhibitions
+ The Collection and Calligraphy of Aoyama San'u
(April 20-July 2, 2013, Shanghai Museum, China)
* Remaking Tradition: Modern Art of Japan from the
Tokyo National Museum
(February 16-May 11, 2014, The Cleveland Mu-
seum of Art, United States of America)

BEducational Programs
As a core museum in Japan, we plan and execute
educational programs that serve as models for
other museums. In cooperation with schools and
volunteers, we also create a variety of educational
opportunities to further the understanding of
Japanese traditional culture and history as well as
those of other Asian cultures.
(OEducational opportunities
- Educational projects as a core museum in
Japan: Midori no Lion Education Center Project
- Promoting cooperation with schools:
School programs (art appreciation programs,
work experience programs and programs for
schools for the visually impaired)
- Partnerships with universities:
Campus Members System and internship pro-
grams
- Gallery talks and lectures
OVolunteer activities
- Assistance with educational and public pro-
grams and events; visitor information
- Guided tours of the museum
- Assistance for barrier-free access

MResearch

We conduct systematic research on cultural prop-
erties originating in Asia, with a focus on Japan.
Research outcomes are reflected in the museum'’s
collection, preservation and exhibition activities.
Research is partially supported by Grants-in-Aid
for Scientific Research and other grants for cultural
activities. Research conducted in 2013 includes the
following examples:

- Comprehensive research project on paper and
handwriting styles in the East Asian history of
calligraphy

- Comprehensive research project on painters
appointed by the Edo Shogunate, with a focus on
the Itaya family

- Basic research on embroidered Buddhist images
in East Asia

- Special research projects on Calligraphy and
Decorative Art
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JRBEE  Facilities

Brief History

1872: Opened as the Museum of the Ministry of Education, on the occasion
of Japan’s first public exposition held by the ministry in the Yushima
Seido, Tokyo

1875: Transferred to the Ministry of the Interior. The museum had eight exhibi-
tion categories at this time: natural products, agriculture & forestation,
industrial technology, art, history, education, religion, and land & sea

1882: Moved to the present location, a site formerly occupied by the head-
quarters of Kan'eiji temple

1889: Reorganized as the Imperial Museum under the supervision of the
Imperial Household Agency

1900: Renamed as the Tokyo Imperial Household Museum

1909: Hyokeikan established

1923: Former Honkan building destroyed in the Great Kanto Earthquake

1925: Natural history collections transferred to the Tokyo Museum of the
Ministry of Education (present-day National Science Museum) and
other institutions

1938: Present Honkan building opens

1947: Transferred to the Ministry of Education and renamed as the National
Museum

1952: Renamed as Tokyo National Museum

1964: The Gallery of Horyuji Treasures (inaugural building) opens

1968: Affiliated with the Agency for Cultural Affairs. Toyokan opens

1999: The Gallery of Horyuji Treasures (current building) and Heiseikan open

2001: Becomes the Independent Administrative Institution National
Museum, Tokyo National Museum

2007: Integrated into the Independent Administrative Institution National
Institutes for Cultural Heritage, as Tokyo National Museum

Visitor Information
Hours: 9:30 - 17:00 (Last admission 30 minutes before closing)
Open until 20:00 on Fridays during special exhibition periods from March to
December
Open until 18:00 on Saturdays, Sundays, and National Holidays from April 6
to September
Closed on Mondays (except for National Holidays which fall on Mondays,
in which case the museum is open on the holiday and closed the following
Tuesday instead) and during the New Year period (December 24 - January 1)
Admission:
Adults: 600 (500) yen
University Students: 400 (300) yen
¥ ( ) indicate prices for those in groups of 20 or more
3% Additional charge is required for special exhibitions
%% Persons with disabilities and one accompanying person are admitted free
% Persons 70 years old and over, persons under 18 years old, and school
students (up to and including high school) are admitted free to regular
exhibitions
¢ Admission to regular exhibitions is free on International Museum Day (May
18 or the following day if it falls on a Monday), the Respect for the Aged
Day (the third Monday of September), and Cultural Exchange Day for For-
eign Students.
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Kyoto National Museum
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Kyoto National Museum collects, preserves, manages and displays cultural properties, while also conducting research and providing edu-
cational activities. The focus is on cultural properties from the Heian period to the Edo period, a time when Kyoto was the capital of Japan.

REPEIEEER
frek KE

SASAKI Johei
Executive Director
Kyoto National Museum
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Special Exhibition: The Efflorescence of Heian Court
Culture: Treasures from the Yomei Bunko Collection
(April 17-May27,2012)

BrIRER

[(HE01300F HERHAOEE AHER]
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Special Exhibition: The Grand Izumo Exhibition:

Commemorating the Renovation of lzumo Taisha

Shrine and 1300 Years of the Kojiki Chronicle (July

28-September 9, 2012)

14 BENUERHEREE 2013
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Kyoto National Museum places a special importance on Kyoto, where traditional culture has developed, flourished
and remained at the heart of Japanese art and culture over the centuries. We take measures to contribute to the
community at large and work to increase the understanding of the unique aspects of traditional Kyoto culture as
they developed and spread throughout Japan.

We would like to offer our visitors opportunities to enjoy works of art in a relaxing environment while
simultaneously establishing a balance between collection, preservation, restoration and research, as well as
exhibition and educational activities.

The Collections Hall has been undergoing an extended period of renovation work. However, the new building
was completed, and the reopening is scheduled for March 2014. We are confident that visitors will be impressed
by the new face of the Kyoto National Museum. This year, prior to the reopening of the Collections Hall, the
special exhibition programs will continue to be held in our Special Exhibition Hall. We sincerely look forward to
welcoming you here.
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HExhibitions

@Regular Exhibitions
The Collections Hall (regular exhibition building) is
closed for reconstruction from December 7, 2008.

OI5RIRE
FRRTREECRELE I,
[FRIRESR FEILE - ILE] (FR25%3

@Special Exhibitions

Special and co-organized exhibitions are held in
the Special Exhibition Hall.

+ Kano Sanraku and Sansetsu (March 30-May 12,

A30H~5/A12H) 2013)
- [RRIEE &0 (FRR25%78138~8A * Play (July 13-August 25, 2013)
Pls=) « Captivating Qing-dynasty Ceramics (October 12—
L N December 15,2013)
HRIRER BROEHMEE] (F25F10
B12H~12815H)
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Number of items in collection: 6,708 (including 27 National Treasures and 179 Important Cultural Properties)
Number of items on loan to the museum: 5,914 (including 85 National Treasures and 610 Important Cultural Properties)
(Figures as of March 31, 2013)

ET605-0931 FRFFFRHFHRILXZEEEIS27 M Tel 075-541-1151 (($X) M http://www.kyohaku.go.jp/
527 Chaya-cho, Higashiyama-ku, Kyoto City, Kyoto Prefecture 605-0931 Phone: +81-75-541-1151 http://www.kyohaku.go.jp/

FRRES [EX tTRKBEBRERDER]
(FH25%F 1 B8H~2A11H)

Special Display: The National Treasure Twelve Devas

and the World of Esoteric Buddhist Rituals (January

8-February 11,2013)

-i'f %) O)W% . ﬁ% . ﬂ%@ M Collection, Preservation and Restora-

tion of Cultural Properties
SEE T YR TR T LE. HECEELT Since the museum’s establishment, a number of

— B ) - treasures from historical temples and shrines have
TICRFEDETHELHZITTCVE T, Ffe. RED been entrusted to the Kyoto National Museum.
YALICRET BEM - 2HERZFIFUHET DXL Meanwhile, the number of cultural properties

HOBEARUSECL->T. WEREELENL in the collection ha§ mcreﬁsed yearly through
TOET purchases and donations, with a focus on art or

archaeological items related to Kyoto culture. These
CO U EBZ B MITEA DIc8I(CIE. @BY]  cultural properties must be restored and preserved

EBEPRELBEREINENS D FT, B appropriately so that they may be enjoyed and ap-
— = N iated by future generations. The Conservation
5% (C(FERTRADKANLHERSRIE o

‘ XALEMRIFAEIERT
Center for Cultural Properties, the first compre- The Conservation Center for Cultural Properties

2EUT, MUEMRFHEEF D ERZHB UF L hensive restoration facility of cultural properties in

oo Japan, was established in 1980 to meet that need.
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Museum Children’s Club “Secrets of Izumo—a
land of myth—"(August 7 and 10, 2012)

ERYVRID A
(CFR249F11818H)
International Symposium (November 18,2012)

FREIH—ARSF COX L RERS
Cultural property research at lkkyuji temple in
Kyotanabe City
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Rakugo at the Museum
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Outdoor concert (Ontouge)
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MEducational Activities

We undertake a variety of activities via our exhibi-

tions, our website, and in schools, in order to help

people learn more about the museum’s exhibitions

and the exhibits included in them, and to stimu-

late interest and concern for cultural properties.

O Activities held to enhance understanding of
exhibition contents and exhibits

« These include the holding of lectures such as the
Saturday Lecture Series and Commemorative
Lectures, as well as guided tours for junior high
school and elementary school students (the
Museum Children’s Club), the distribution of ex-
hibition guide pamphlets for visitors, exhibition
worksheets for junior high school and elementa-
ry school students, and explanatory sheets for ju-
nior high school and elementary school students
(The Museum Dictionary).

(O Activities held to stimulate interest in cultural
properties

+ These include the holding of a Summer Seminar,
an International Symposium and other lecture
activities, as well as visits to junior high schools
and elementary schools in Kyoto by “Cultural
Property Sommeliers,” who use high-resolution
digital reproductions of important works of art
to help the children learn about cultural proper-
ties.

(O Cooperation and collaboration with the univer-
sity sector

+ The collaboration between the museum and the
university sector includes the Campus Members
System, the giving of lectures on historical, cul-
tural and sociological topics by our curators at
the Graduate School of Human and Environmen-
tal Studies, Kyoto University, and the training of
“Cultural Property Sommeliers” (instructors who
help people learn about the cultural properties
in the Kyoto National Museum collection).

B Research

Since 1979, curators of the Curatorial Board of the
Kyoto National Museum have been implementing
an ongoing, comprehensive survey of the cultural
properties in the ownership of temples and shrines
in Kyoto and the surrounding area. In 2012, we used
Grants-in-Aid for Scientific Research funding from
the government to conduct a survey of antiquities
and works of art at Jindoji temple and Kanimanji
temple in Kizugawa City, Kyoto prefecture, and at
Ikkyuji temple in Kyotanabe City, as part of the Mi-
namiyamashiro District History and Buddhist Culture
Comprehensive Research Project. The intention is to
disseminate the research results through the publi-
cation of Art Survey of Temples and Shrines in Kyoto
and the holding of a special exhibition.

We have also made use of Grants-in-Aid for Sci-
entific Research funding to undertake a number of
other research projects, including “The history of
Kyoto makie’, “Investigation into the demand for
Qing ceramics in Japan during the period of national
seclusion” and “Archival research in the medieval
Issai-kyo (complete Buddhist scriptures).”

Some of the results of the research work under-
taken by the curators are published in the Kyoto
National Museum Bulletin.

B Other Activities

(ORakugo at the Museum

Rakugo performances (traditional comic storytell-
ing which originated in Kyoto) are held twice a
year, highlighting seasonal themes. Other concerts
are also being planned.
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ERBEE  Facilities

Brief History

1889: Established as the Imperial Museum of Kyoto under the supervision
of the Imperial Household Agency

1897: First exhibition held

1900: Renamed as the Imperial Household Museum of Kyoto

1924: Donated to Kyoto City; renamed as the Imperial Gift Museum of Kyoto

1952: Transferred to the national government; renamed as the Kyoto
National Museum

1966: Establishment of The Collections Hall

1968: Affiliated with the Agency for Cultural Affairs

1969: The Special Exhibition Hall, Main Gate, ticket booth and fences are
designated as an Important Cultural Property under the name of the
Former Imperial Museum of Kyoto

1973: The Saturday lecture series starts

1980: The Conservation Center for Cultural Properties established

2001: The South Gate constructed as part of the 100th Year Anniversary Hall
construction project (tentative name)

2001: Transformed into the Independent Administrative Institution
National Museum, Kyoto National Museum

2007: Integrated into the Independent Administrative Institution National
Institutes for Cultural Heritage, as Kyoto National Museum

Visitor Information

Hours: During special exhibition periods
9:30 - 18:00 (open until 20:00 on Fridays)
Last admission 30 minutes before closing

Closed: Mondays (except for when National Holidays fall on a Mondays, in which
case the museum is open on the holiday and closed the following day in-
stead)
The museum is closed during the following periods due to the reconstruc-
tion of The Collections Hall:
May 13-July 12, 2013; August 26-October 11, 2013; December 16, 2013-
March 31,2014

Admissions:
Fees vary according to special exhibitions
% Persons with disabilities and one accompanying person are generally ad-

mitted free of charge (may vary according to exhibitions)
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Nara National Museum

ILWHEMNRUORERZRLODE USRI DNT., IR&E. RE. BB, B, BAEMER. HETNEXE
EETO>TVET,

Nara National Museum collects, preserves, manages and displays cultural properties, while also conducting research and providing
educational programs. The focus is on Buddhist art and the cultural properties of Nara.
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Since its opening in 1895, with the cooperation of temples and shrines of the Nara region, the Nara National Mu-
seum has been engaged in collecting, preserving, and conducting research and educational programs on cultural
properties mainly associated with Buddhism. Through these activities, the museum has introduced to the public
the high artistic value and historical background of Japanese Buddhist culture, unique in its fusion with indig-
enous beliefs. Keeping in mind that various cultural properties are tied together in an organic whole with the his-

SEETEYEE torical and cultural landscape of Nara, we will continuously strive to promote the museum’s international activities
5’%”-] B and the more effective use of information technology in order to reach a wide range of people as a conveyor of

Nara’s culture.
YUYAMA Ken'ichi
Executive Director
Nara National Museum

BExhibitions
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As well as special exhibitions and feature exhibi-
tions, the museum also exhibits distinguished
masterworks of Buddhist art including many des-
ignated as National Treasures and Important Cul-
tural Properties. The Nara Buddhist Sculpture Hall
features “Masterpiece Exhibition,” which displays
exceptional Buddhist statues representative of the
history of Japanese sculpture from the Asuka to
the Kamakura period, dating from around the 7th
century to the mid-14th century. The West Wing
houses “Masterpiece of Buddhist Art” which intro-
duces the essence of Japanese Buddhist art
through selected items of painting, decorative art,
calligraphy and artifacts. In addition, thematic ex-

hibitions from the permanent collection are occa-
sionally held for themes that lie outside a specific
genre.
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Special Exhibition: Jokei—A Monk at the Heart of
Kamakura-era Buddhism (April 7-May 27, 2012)

@Feature Exhibitions
Feature exhibitions are medium-scale exhibitions
organized to explore a specific theme.
- On-Matsuri and the Sacred Art of Kasuga (Decem-
ber 7,2013-January 19, 2014)
« Treasures of Todaiji’s Omizutori Ritual (February
8-March 16, 2014)

.ﬁ;‘J"JE
MESRFETH | 250F 5 RIE ERST
SERBEADBHN— (FHREE4 6 @5pecial Exhibltions
e = T i@ 2 %)f' 5L (TRo5E - Yearning for the Pure Land Paradise: The Faith and
. - - - HF DOhfeb— ceDO— (FErpkeb History of Taimadera Temple (April 6 -June 2, 2013)
AR [ ER—RATHREXR 7B208~9816H) - + Faith in Form and Figure: Encountering Buddhist

JeiE ERRO#—]
Taed4E7B21H~9817H

Special Exhibition: Shégun Yoritomo and the Monk
Chaogen: Bonding Kamakura and Nara for the Revival
of Todaiji (July 21-September 17, 2012)

Images (July 20-September 16, 2013)
« The 65th Annual Exhibition of Shosé-in Treasures
(Late October - Early November, 2013) (Tentative)

- EOSEIERERE (FR25F108 Fa~11
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Special Exhibition: The 64th Annual Exhibition of
Shéso-in Treasures (October 27-November 12,
2012)
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M Collection, Preservation and Restora-
tion of Cultural Properties

We strive to collect tangible cultural properties, which

are valuable assets for the people of Japan, by pur-

chase, donation and loan.

We work to maintain the environment for our col-
lections with meticulous care, by constantly controlling
the temperature and humidity in our exhibition and
storage areas.

Most Japanese cultural properties are made of
extremely fragile materials such as paper and wood.
Therefore, the museum must take proactive steps to
preserve these objects for future generations. For this
reason, in 2002 we established the Conservation Cent-
er for Cultural Properties to handle restoration projects.

-
XALEHRIFIEERT

Conservation Center for Cultural Properties

—
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Conservation of painting and calligraphy by restorers
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A special summer holiday activity: “Learning
about the Nara World Heritage Sites, for Parents
and Children” (Quiz session with volunteers)

BT VIRT D
Shoso-in Academic Symposium

AEWE

Research activities

XALE DiRF
Photography of cultural properties
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B Educational Programs
We promote a variety of educational programs to
increase the understanding of the importance of
cultural properties.
(MCollection and distribution of information and
materials concerning cultural properties
(@Programs for students
Ex: World heritage classes for fifth graders in Nara
City schools and educational lectures for teachers
(@)Lectures and seminars
Ex: Public lectures, Sunday museum talks, sum-
mer seminar series, the Shoso-in academic sym-
posium, and international symposia
(®Cooperation with universities and colleges
Ex: Campus Members System, internship pro-
grams, interview classes at the Open University
of Japan, and joint lectures with Nara Women's
University and Kobe University
(®Promotion of volunteer activities

B Research and International Activities

We consider research into cultural properties to be

the most important activity supporting the foun-

dations of the Nara National Museum as a research

institution. Reflected in the museum’s masterpiece

exhibitions and special exhibitions, the results of

research are utilized in our exhibition activities.

In fiscal year 2012 the Nara National Museum will

conduct the following thematic research:

(DBasic and comprehensive research of collections
and objects loaned to the museum

(@Cultural property survey: providing the founda-
tion for research on the museum collection and
loaned objects

(®Research into Chinese, Korean and other Asian
cultural property

(®Research into cultural exchanges between
Japan and other Asian countries

(®Research for future special exhibitions, including
the 2013 Faith in Form and Figure: Encountering
Buddhist Images, the 2014 Buddhist Images from
Kamakura (provisional title) and Daigoji (provi-
sional title), and special exhibitions scheduled
for 2015 and after, including Uchiyama Eikyuji
(provisional title), Commemoration of the Kasuga
Taisha Rebuilding (provisional title), and Works by
Kaikei (provisional title).

(®Research into the religious culture of temples
and shrines of the Nara region

(DResearch of cultural properties with close connec-
tions to the region, such as the Shoso-in treasures
as well as excavated items, transmitted objects,
traditional crafts and performing arts from Nara

(®Optical research on Buddhist art in collaboration
with the National Research Institute for Cultural
Properties, Tokyo, including research on the Tsuzu-
reori Taima Mandara (a tapestry owned by Taim-
adera temple) and the Shigisan engi emaki (picture
scrolls owned by Chogosonshiji temple)

(@Research into the effects on cultural properties
of storage area environments, exhibition spaces
and display cases

(0Research of collections and objects loaned to
the museum, from the viewpoint of restoration

(DResearch of collections and objects loaned to
the museum, from the viewpoint of conserva-
tion science

(2Research to contribute to educational programs
in history and traditional culture, with the results
to be reflected in the World Heritage Studies
program and other programs for children and
school students

(39Theoretical and practical research into the for-
mation of cultural heritage archives
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Brief History

1889: Established as the Imperial Museum of Nara under the supervision of
the Imperial Household Ministry

1895: First exhibition held

1900: Renamed as the Imperial Household Museum of Nara

1914: Establishment of the Shoso-in Department

1947: Supervision transferred to the Ministry of Education

1950: Affiliated with the National Commission for the Protection of Cultural
Properties

1952: Renamed as the Nara National Museum

1968: Affiliated with the Agency for Cultural Affairs

1972: Completion of the West Wing

1980: Establishment of the Buddhist Art Library

1995: Celebration of the museum’s centennial anniversary

1997: Completion of the East Wing and the lower level passageway

2000: Completion of the Conservation Center for Cultural Properties

2001: Becomes the Independent Administrative Institution National
Museum, Nara National Museum

2007: Integrated into the Independent Administrative Institution National
Institutes for Cultural Heritage, as the Nara National Museum

Visitor Information
Hours: 9:30-17:00 (Last admission 30 minutes before closing)
Open until 18:00 during July 20-September 16 and March 1-14
Open until 19:00 on Fridays from the last Friday in April to the last Friday in
October during August 6-14 on December 14 and 17, the
fourth Saturday of January, February 3, and March 12
Open 9:00-18:00 during the Shoso-in Treasures exhibition period (open until
19:00 on Fridays, Saturdays, Sundays, and National Holidays)
Closed: Mondays (except when National Holidays fall on Mondays, in which case
the museum is open on the holiday and closed the following day
instead)
New Year’s Day (January 1)
Admissions: Adults: 500 (400) yen

University Students: 250 (200) yen

*( ) indicate prices for those in groups of 20 or more

*k An additional charge is required for special exhibitions

*k Free admission (to all exhibitions) for disabled pass holders and one assis-
tant

* Free admission (to masterpiece exhibitions) for seniors (70+) and children
(under 17 or high school student)

*k Free admission to masterpiece exhibitions on Children’s Day (May 5),
International Museum Day (May 18 or the following day if it falls on a
Monday), Respect for the Aged Day (third Monday of September), Kansai
Culture Day, and Setsubun (February 3)
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KYUSHU NATIONAL MUSEUM

Kyushu National Museum

BALY U7#EMEEOIERRZFDE UEXERICDWVWT, N, Ri7. EE. Bx. BEMHR.
HEBENBEFEZITOCVET,

Kyushu National Museum collects, preserves, manages and displays cultural properties, while also conducting research and providing
educational programs. The focus is on cultural properties related to Japan’s cultural exchanges with other Asian regions.

TUNIFEAIISDEHRICAEL TVWRTH, KEIOANCENS, BREIDAEE/DITER
DEEAICITONTEX Ufc, COMICIEFERICHEEEZZ T ANTCRKERBUITHBENMTVE
To TOUREENESPIAMDACDREZEEXZA C. TR 7FIC. BEAXIEORLZT Y
7EME E DB D TRADELIBYED. CORBMEAFEAHICHELE U,

SEElE. FEICBRZT 1408 ADHKEEZDWZ UTVET  TFFFEPEED SDOHEH
DARELLEOTVDDBREBDUEDTT, INH5H. PITFTOXEOREERZERDDE
YEEEED DI, SETIFTEMA PRI ZERT L BT, MEHOFLICBRMIC [£E
TLBDEYE] &UTHEHRIITTOEZNEBNET,

Kyushu, the westernmost main island of Japan and close to continental Asia, has been the stage of vibrant ex-
changes of people and objects since ancient times. Delegations from overseas were welcomed by the Dazaifu
Government Office, which was situated near the museum’s current location. This historical background and the as-
pirations of the people of Kyushu led to the establishment, in 2005 in Dazaifu City, Fukuoka, of a national museum

TUNENIEYER that focuses on the development of Japanese culture in relation to the surrounding Asian regions.
Eﬁ Ej‘( The Kyushu National Museum welcomes around 1,400,000 people each year, with visitors from China and Korea
MIWA Karok especially increasing in recent years. We will continue our efforts to further mutual understanding of Asian cultures
aroku

Executive Director
Kyushu National Museum

XehE (FHER)

Cultural Exchange Exhibition (Regular
exhibition)

DIFO®, B T35V K-

UV ov 3]

FRL244F 128 18H~FR25F 38 10H
Feature Exhibition: Stylish Life of Edo Inro

from the Kress Collection (December 18,
2012 - March 10, 2013)

through research and other activities, while interacting with the local community as a “living museum.”
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HMExhibitions

@Cultural Exchange Exhibitions (Regular Exhibitions)

In order to provide our visitors with opportunities to experience
new works each time they visit, the Cultural Exchange Exhibi-
tions rooms hold thematic exhibitions which change periodically.
We also strive to create more dynamic and in-depth exhibitions
through the usage of videos and hands-on displays.

@Feature Exhibitions (Thematic Exhibitions)
We also feature creative displays based on regionally specific
themes in the Cultural Exchange Exhibition Rooms. Thematic
exhibitions scheduled for fiscal year 2013 are as follows:
+ Modernism in the Edo period KODAKEO-Fascinating pottery of
Kyushu- (March 19-May 26, 2013)
- SCIENCE IN THE EDO PERIOD-THE PATH OF WESTERN STUD-
IES IN TAKEO- (April 16-July 7,2013)
+ The Visual Revolution in Edo Painting -Masterworks from
Kobe City Museum (July 17-September 23, 2013)
+ Masterpieces of Chintz textile from the Kyushu National
Museum Collection (September 3-October 14, 2013)
+ The Rich World of Tea Enjoyment VI-Sencha Tea Ceremony-
(tentative title; October 1-December 1, 2013)
+ Gods of the mountains-Sacred mountain of Kyushu and Faith
to gods- (October 22-December 1,2013)
« Crafts of Ainu, tentative (December 10, 2013-February 16, 2014)
+ Exhibition of Japanese Archaeology in 2013-2014 (January
1-February 16, 2014)
+ Masterpieces of Early Moderrn Painting from the Kyushu Na-
tional Museum Collection (February 25-April 6, 2014)

@Special Exhibitions
Special exhibitions are based on themes approached from
various viewpoints through distinguished objects from Japan
and around the world. As a place to admire beauty and enjoy
the learning experience, our aim is to provide exhibitions that
both newcomers and experts can enjoy alike. Special exhibi-
tions scheduled for fiscal year 2013 are as follows:
+ The Great Story of Vietnam (April 16-June 9, 2013)
+ CHINA: Grandeur of the Dynasties (July 9-September 16, 2013)
« Treasures of the Owari Tokugawa Family (October 12-Decem-
ber 8,2013)
+ Grand Exhibition of Sacred Treasures from Shinto Shrines
(January 15-March 9, 2014)



MRk

WM 1,238 (B0 Z|EXLIA3#) (Fri25%3A31HER)
Number of items in collection: 474 (including 3 National Treasures and 29 Important Cultural Properties)
Number of items on loan to the museum: 1,238 (including 3 Important Cultural Properties)

(Figures as of March 31, 2013)

ET818-0118 HEEEAEMMAKRA4-7-2 HTEL 092-918-2807(115)

BEhttp://www.kyuhaku.jp/

4-7-2, Ishizaka, Dazaifu City, Fukuoka Prefecture, 818-0118 Phone: + 81-92-918-2807 http://www.kyuhaku.jp/
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Ml Collection, Preservation and Restora-
tion of Cultural Properties

@Collection

We collect objects from the fields of art, archaeology, history
and ethnology to provide an advanced overview of how cul-
tural exchange between Japan and Asian countries occurred.
We proactively seek donations and loaned objects to enhance
the quality and quantity of our exhibits.

@Preservation

The museum’s storage area is located in the center of the
building within a large double-layered box, the structure
of which prevents exposure to the outer environment. The
thermo-hydrostat air-conditioning system keeps the tempera-
ture and humidity levels constant. In addition to mechanical
technologies, the facility uses locally procured cedar panels
and humidity-controlling materials for the walls and ceiling to
keep humidity levels highly stabilized.

The museum building is engineered to protect both
cultural properties and human lives from earthquakes. The
quake-absorbing structure installed on the ground surface
prevents direct transmission of seismic shocks to the building
itself, which consequently reduces the effects of tremors and
protects cultural properties from damage.

@Restoration

The six conservation and restoration facilities at the museum
(respectively specializing in: the production of paper and
other materials used for repair; historical materials, calligraphy
and documents; paintings; sculpture; archaeological artifacts;
and lacquerware) work in collaboration with the museum’s
Science Department, combining traditional methods with
scientific research technology.

The staff, well experienced in the restoration of Japan’s des-
ignated cultural properties, conduct projects actively through
discussions with curators from fields such as history, art, deco-
rative arts, archaeology and other related areas. The latest
technological equipment such as fluorescent X-ray analyzing
devices and X-ray CT scanners are also utilized in the scientific
analysis of cultural properties to be restored.

BRlR [EDDOVF—-Z2V K +HEAD
TRAREM

FTredE7HB108B~982H

Special Exhibition: Magnificent Fifteen: Painters of

Eighteenth Century Kyoto (July 10-September 2,
2012)

BRE INVUVELEMER 22
J—0Ow/Ei D400 ]
TH4F1089H~1282H

Special Exhibition: From Renaissance to Rococo.
Four Centuries of European Drawing, Painting and
Sculpture (October 9-December 2, 2012)
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Research studies
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BMEducation and Exchange Activities

@Education
(Dinteractive Learning Center for Asian and European Culture: AJIPPA
AJIPPA offers educational experiences of various ethnic cultures
that have historically enjoyed interaction with Japan. We develop
educational kits and visitor experience programs as well as pro-
grams in collaboration with other educational institutions.
(@Educational programs in association with special exhibitions and
Cultural Exchange Exhibitions (regular exhibitions)
+ Programs to improve exhibition understanding
+ Conducting of workshops
+ Production of guidebooks
(@Loans of “Kyu-Packs” - educational kits to be used in secondary
schools
(®Campus Members System to strengthen ties with universities and
other higher education institutions
(8 Educational activities based on Kyuhaku picture books for children
(®Supporting volunteer activities
We encourage various volunteer activities at the museum in areas
including exhibit explanations, educational programs, guided tours
(including behind the scenes “Backyard Tours”), the environment,
events, and organizing research materials.

@Exchange Activities
(MImplementing exchange projects in cooperation with local enter-
prises for more effective utilization of museum facilities.
(@Promoting exchange among Asian museums
- Conclusion of cultural exchange agreements with the Buyeo Na-
tional Museum (Korea), the Gonguju National Museum (Korea),
The Korea National University of Cultural Heritage, the Nanjing
Museum (China), the Inner Mongolia Museum (China), Art Exhi-
bitions China, the Vietnam National Museum of History, the Fine
Arts Department, and the Ministry of Culture (Thailand)
(3®Hosting international symposia
- Ajiwaitsukusu Vietnam (November 18, 2012)

BResearch Studies
The results of research concerning our main theme of “Cultural Ex-
change between Japan and Asian Countries” and scientific research
on conservation and restoration of cultural properties are actively
utilized for our collection, preservation and exhibition activities. Part
of our research is financially supported by the government-funded
Grants-in-Aid for Scientific Research and other private grants for cul-
tural activities.
+ Technical and structural analysis of bronze vessels, sculpture and
lacquer ware etc. through X-ray CT scanner data
+ Research on cultural property related exchanges between Vietnam
and Japan.
- Research on cultural exchanges between Japan and Asian countries
- Basic research on building a Citizen-cooperative IPM system as a
means to Museum Risk Management

M Publications

The museum produces publications to promote a wider understand-

ing of our activities.

i) The Kyushu National Museum Bulletin
Research achievements of the Kyushu National Museum are com-
piled in a booklet (published annually)

ii) Asiage (Visual guide)
A guide providing information on Cultural Exchange Exhibitions
(regular exhibitions) in an accessible format

iii) Asiage (Quarterly magazine)
An information magazine focusing on special exhibitions (pub-
lished four times a year)

iv) Kyuhaku Picture Book Series
The museum produces original picture books for children about
Japanese history and culture written in an accessible format to
encourage understanding and familiarity.
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FEBEE  Facilities

Brief History

1994: The Agency for Cultural Affairs (ACA) organizes "The Committee to
Investigate the Establishment of a Museum Based on a New Concept”

1996: The committee decides the new museum should be established in
Kyushu as the Kyushu National Museum. Dazaifu City is selected as
the site

1997: The committee announces “A Basic Statement of Policy for the
Kyushu National Museum”

1999: The committee formulates “A Basic Plan for the Kyushu National
Museum”

2000: ACA, Fukuoka Prefecture, and the Incorporated Foundation to Pro-
mote the Kyushu National Museum (“the Foundation”) complete the
“Basic Construction Design”. “The Expert Conference to Prepare for
Construction of the Kyushu National Museum” formulates “The Regu-
lar Exhibition Plan”

2001: ACA, Fukuoka Prefecture and the Foundation complete the “Basic Ex-
hibition Design”. The Independent Administrative Institution National
Museum establishes a preparatory office for the Kyushu National
Museum

2002: ACA, Fukuoka Prefecture and the Foundation starts "The Construc-
tion Phase (the first part of a three-year plan)”

2003: The Independent Administrative Institution National Museum and
Fukuoka Prefecture start “The Exhibition Phase (the first half of a two-
year plan)”

2004: ACA, Fukuoka Prefecture and the Foundation complete “The Con-
struction Phase”

2005: The Independent Administrative Institution National Museum and
Fukuoka Prefecture complete “The Exhibition Phase (the second half
of a two-year plan)”. The museum is established as the Independent
Administrative Institution National Museum, Kyushu National Mu-
seum and opens on October 16

2007: Integrated into the Independent Administrative Institution National
Institutes for Cultural Heritage, as the Kyushu National Museum

2008: The Japan-China-ROK Trilateral Summit is held at the Kyushu National
Museum

Visitor Information

Hours: 9:30 - 17:00 (Last admission 30 minutes before closing)

Closed: Mondays (except when National Holidays fall on Mondays, in which case the
museum is open on the holiday and closed the following day instead) and
during December 25-31

Admissions:

Adults: 420 (210) yen

University Students: 130 (70) yen

%( ) indicate prices for those in groups of 20 or more

3% An additional charge is required for special exhibitions

% Persons with disabilities and one accompanying person are admitted free

3 Persons 70 years old and over, persons under 18 years, and school stu-
dents (up to and including high school) are admitted free to Cultural
Exchange Exhibitions

3% Admission to Cultural Exchange Exhibitions is free on International Mu-
seum Day (May 18 or the following day if it falls on a Monday) and Respect
for the Aged Day (the third Monday of September)

() JEluhbsl Map
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Exhibition and Repository Area

BEHE 5t Exhibition Area Total 5444
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UNEZEEERE 5T Repository AreaTotal 4,518
SEN Institution Area 2,744 12 prefectural Area 1,335 $£FH Shared Area 439
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The land and buildings are co-owned by Fukuoka Prefecture and the institution.

Access:

AR

BRI AR

#hE  ThEkAA

JRAA :

CAEE R BRSO “HMERCASERIRIC

FOMRZ AFERERTE(209) . 4E5(109)
BN SEREANEC_HMIRTE (15
50— (159)

).
NNEEEEFA | AEFICEEREFICH S, BERE

RIBET205

(Nishitetsu Dazaifu Line) 10 min. from Dazaifu Station
(JR Line) 15 min. by taxi from Futsukaichi Station
(Kyushu Expressway) 20 min. from Dazaifu I.C. or Chikushino I.C. via Takao intersection
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Study of “"Meditation on the Setting Sun’, Painting on
west pair of doors of Phoenix Hall, Byodo-in Temple
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KAMEI Nobuo
Director General
National Research Institute
for Cultural Properties, Tokyo

.

Recording of Kodan by Mr. KANDA Shori
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National Research Institute for Cultural Properties, Tokyo
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The National Research Institute for Cultural Properties, Tokyo, in its role to support the work of the government in
the administration of cultural properties, conducts fundamental, systematic, up-to-date and practical research on
diverse types of cultural properties. Furthermore, it actively disseminates the results of such research, provides
guidance and advice to local public organizations, and conducts projects related to international cooperation in
conservation of cultural properties as part of Japan’s activities in international contribution. Particularly in the
field of conservation, the institute promotes projects integrally as a member of the National Institutes for Cultural
Heritage, taking into view research related to the conservation and utilization of museum materials. With regard
to international cooperation, by establishing within the Institute the office of the Japan Consortium for Interna-
tional Cooperation in Cultural Heritage, which is a collaborative organization for promoting integral and effective
projects, the institute aims to further promote conservation of tangible cultural properties (cultural heritage) out-
side of Japan, such as historical remains and architecture. In addition, securing continual support and cooperation
from overseas nations in the protection of intangible cultural properties (cultural heritage) is one of the responsi-
bilities of the institute, based on Japan’s rich experience in this area.
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M Organization

@Department of Art Research, Archives and
Information Systems

The Department of Art Research, Archives and
Information Systems is responsible for the infor-
mation systems for the entire institute and the
institute’s public relations. In order to further the
archiving of research on cultural properties, it also
collects, stores and organizes materials and images
concerning cultural properties and makes them
available to the public, and also promotes effective
dissemination of information. It is simultaneously
engaged in investigating research issues in art
history and aims to establish a new discipline in the
field of art reference materials.

@Department of Intangible Cultural Heritage
The Department of Intangible Cultural Heritage
conducts basic research useful for the conser-
vation and transmission of Japan’s intangible
cultural heritage, which includes intangible cul-
tural properties, intangible folk-cultural properties,
and techniques for preserving cultural properties.
Audiovisual documentation, a significant method
for the conservation of intangible cultural heritage,
is conducted and new methods of documentation
are also investigated.
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@Center for Conservation Science and Restora-
tion Techniques

The Center for Conservation Science and Restora-
tion Techniques uses scientific methods to study
and evaluate environmental conditions and char-
acteristics of cultural properties. It also conducts
research into materials, manufacturing techniques
and the surrounding conditions of cultural proper-
ties in order to develop and evaluate necessary
materials and techniques for their restoration,
and develop methods for their maintenance after
restoration. Moreover, the center works closely
with those who are actually engaged in the con-
servation and restoration of cultural properties
and their owners.

@Japan Center for International Cooperation in

Conservation
The Japan Center for International Cooperation in
Conservation renders assistance to countries such
as Afghanistan and other Asian countries for their
conservation undertakings, including capacity
building, as well as the promoting of ties with
other institutions around the world through re-
search meetings, and the collecting and dissemi-
nating of information on cultural properties and
systems for their protection.

The center is commissioned with the manage-
ment of the office of the Japan Consortium for
International Cooperation in Cultural Heritage.
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Investigation of inner structure of cultural properties
by X-ray radiography
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Technical survey on safeguarding of cultural herit-
age in Myanmar
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International Courses on Conservation of Japanese
Paper
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46th Public Lecture “Dialogues on Objects and
Images”
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M Seminars, Advice and Guidance

The National Research Institute for Cultural Properties, Tokyo con-
ducts various seminars and provides advice and guidance for the
protection and utilization of cultural properties. Seminars and pro-
jects include International Courses on Conservation of Japanese
Paper, Training for Museum Curators in Charge of Conservation,
Advice on safeguarding Intangible Cultural Properties, Inspection
Assistance and Advice on the Museum Environments, and Investiga-
tion and Advice Concerning Conservation of Cultural Properties.

EYRE - EMEFRFIEIZEEIME
Training for Museum Curators in Charge of
Conservation

M Graduate School Education and Public Lectures

The National Research Institute for Cultural Properties, Tokyo
provides the results of its research to the public in the hope of nur-
turing the next generation of experts and raising public interest. The
institute has collaborated with the Tokyo University of the Arts since
1995 and is in charge of its Preventive Conservation Course. In the
public lectures, the Department of Art Research, Archives and Infor-
mation Systems, and the Department of Intangible Cultural Heritage
present their research achievements every year.

7 DR S BB F i A
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|
7th Public Lecture of the Department of Intangible
Cultural Heritage
“Carrying on Yamaguchi’s Sagi school of Kyogen:
Recordings in the Department of Intangible
Cultural Heritage of the National Research Institute
for Cultural Properties, Tokyo”

M Dissemination of Research Information

The National Research Institute for Cultural Properties, Tokyo is
engaged in actively communicating with the public and making the
results of its diverse activities accessible, including those of research
and international cooperation. Publications such as the Annual
Report, Profile, TOBUNKENNEWS and TOBUNKENNEWS DIGEST (English
version) are published, and the website of the institute is updated
constantly.
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Yearbook of Japanese Art

Wl Publications

The National Research Institute for Cultural Properties, Tokyo publish-
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Report on the 7th Conference on the
Study of Intangible Folk Cultural Properties

es periodicals such as The Bijutsu Kenkyu (The Journal of Art Studies),
Yearbook of Japanese Art, Research and Reports on Intangible Cultural
Heritage and Science for Conservation. It also publishes the results of
various additional research studies
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Conservation of Industrial Heritage 12:
An Oil Paint used for Modern Buildings

bAL Brief History
A5 F(1930) wEZEMbCHBEEMNTADRESNSD 1930: Established as The Institute of Art Research, an auxiliary organization
BI04 (1947)  ESCEYEHEEIRR 55 of the Imperial Academy of Fine Arts
ZHI2H4E(1950) YA LAHEEES2DNBAE D 1947: Affiliated with the National Museum
BRI 74E(1952)  ZEiHIZRT d e LEA TR & 152 1950: Afﬁliatefj with the National Commission for Protection of Cultural
BHI294E (1954) RS LMTSRATIERREL UL £ 15D 1050, E“’p‘*“'?s o 4 ae Tokvo Reseorch Institute of Cultural
BAA3E(1968) SHLFOM B - 12 .Pf;prgrat?;je and renamed as Tokyo Research Institute of Cultura
FAr1 24 (2000) %ﬁ%'ﬁ_{i% \(ﬁﬁﬁm BT ;j%ir\ . o= 1954: Renamed as Tokyo National Institute of Cultural Properties
TR 13F(2001) MIATBUEASULEATRRAT RRSULE A ZTRT 1968: Affiliated with the Agency for Cultural Affairs
Li5D 2000: Construction of new offices
FRL19F(2007) RIATBUEAE L EEIHE RRIUEER 2001: Restructured as the Independent Administrative Institution, National
Fr&isd Research Institute for Cultural Properties, Tokyo
2007: Integrated into the Independent Administrative Institution National
TR Facilities () Institutes for Cultural Heritage, as National Research Institute for Cul-
— tural Properties, Tokyo
Land Areaﬁ 4181
2 9 ERERERS Building Area 2,258
Building JE [E F& Gross Floor Area 10,623

JE 8 b Map
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Access:

(JR Line) 10 min. from Ueno or Uguisudani Station

(Ginza or Hibiya Tokyo Metro Line) 15 min. from Ueno Station
(Chiyoda Tokyo Metro Line) 15 min. from Nezu Station

(Keisei Line) 20 min. from Ueno Station
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Nara National Research Institute for Cultural Properties
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Nara National Research Institute for Cultural Properties, an organization that engages in the study of tangible
cultural heritage, has conducted excavation research at the Nara and Fujiwara Palace sites, investigated cultural
objects (such as historical documents, ancient architecture and gardens) and has also made efforts to preserve the
Asuka region through its research and exhibition programs. These activities contribute to academic exchanges,
international support and the study of cultural heritage in Japan and abroad. For example, they have resulted in
ongoing joint research partnerships with institutes in China and Korea. We also endeavor to develop new excava-
tion technology and research methods as well as to provide technical training for local government specialists.
Our methods of preservation, restoration and maintenance that we developed to protect historical sites are not
only appreciated by researchers in Japan, but are also utilized in excavations globally. Our research activities are
supported by our own interdisciplinary joint research in different fields. It is our responsibility to maximize the
results of our efforts in the research and preservation of cultural properties.

ERNLIARAR
WA 2E
MATSUMURA Keiji
Director General
Nara National Research
Institute for Cultural
Properties
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@Department of Planning and Coordination
This department was established in 2006 to man-
age the planning and coordination of the research
work undertaken at the institute and to promote
the dissemination and public utilization of the
results of this research.

The work of the department is assigned to five
sections: the Planning and Coordination Section,
the Data and Information Section, the Internation-
al Cooperation Section, the Exhibition Section and
the Photography Section. The department plans
and organizes professional training programs for
cultural heritage workers at local government
and other organizations, organizes data systems
and enhances related databases, arranges joint
research projects with institutes of China, Korea,
and other countries along with international train-
ing courses. It also cooperates internationally with
countries such as Cambodia, Vietnam, Afghani-
stan, and Central Asian countries, exhibits research
outcomes at the Asuka Historical Museum and the
Nara Palace Site Museum, and carries out photo-
graphy and the development of new technology.
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Spring exhibition at the Nara Palace Site Museum
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Training course for conservation and management
of historic gardens and scenic beauties
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The excursion at the 5th Research Meeting on
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@Department of Cultural Heritage

The Department of Cultural Heritage consists of
the Historical Document Section, the Architectural
History Section, the Cultural Landscape Section
and the Site Stabilization Section. These sections
conduct specialist and comprehensive research
in the following areas respectively: calligraphy,
ancient books and historical documents; historical
and traditional architecture; cultural landscapes;
and the maintenance of archaeological sites and
historical gardens.

These research activities contribute practically
to governmental activities concerning the protec-
tion of cultural properties, such as the designation,
selection and registration of the properties as well
as their subsequent conservation and management.
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@Department of Imperial Palace Sites Investigations
The Department of Imperial Palace Sites Investigations
conducts excavations of archaeological sites such as
palaces, temples and burial mounds in the Heijo region
and the Asuka and Fujiwara region. It also performs in-
terdisciplinary research. The outcomes of this research
are used in the preservation and utilization of the sites
and are made public through meetings, reports and
exhibitions.

[Department of Imperial Palace Sites Investiga-
tions (Heijo)]

This department is in charge of excavation research
at the Nara Palace Site, where the imperial palace and
government offices were located in the Nara period
(710-784). Organized research has been in progress
since 1955 and almost one-third of the 130 hectare site
has been completely excavated and surveyed so far.
We also carry out operations for site management in
the Nara Palace Site. The Suzaku Gate, Eastern Palace
Garden and Former Imperial Audience Hall were recon-
structed based on research results, giving the public
the chance to experience these historic monuments.

[Department of Imperial Palace Sites Investiga-
tions (Asuka and Fujiwara))

This department is in charge of excavations in the
Asuka and Fujiwara region, which served as a po-
litical, economic and cultural center after the early
Japanese state was first established. The region con-
tains sites including: palaces and residences of elite
clans; the sites of temples such as Asukadera temple
(the oldest Buddhist temple in Japan); a workshop that
produced ancient coins and glass; a water clock; and
various tombs. In the northern region lies the site of
the Fujiwara capital, the first large-scale castle city in
Japan, covering a vast area of more than five square
kilometers. Interdisciplinary research to reconstruct the
historical records is progressing through excavation
research at these sites.

://www.nabunken.go.jp/
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The Eastern Palace area
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Excavation at the court of the State Halls Com-
pound of the Fujiwara Palace site
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Survey of mural painting by X-ray fluorescence
analyzer.
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Ground penetrating radar survey in Kazakhstan
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Asuka Historical Museum

7> —)UfE by TEIMRTFESR
International project for conservation of Western
Prasat Top, Angkor
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@Center for Archaeological Operations
The Center for Archaeological Operations consists
of four sections.

The Conservation Science section studies and
develops analytical methods for investigating the
material and structure of archaeological objects.
It also provides technical assistance and advice to
local government.

The Environmental Archaeological section stud-
ies the remains of flora and fauna in order to simu-
late ancient environments and nature.

The Dating section is advancing research in how
to apply the methods of dendrochronology to the
fields of archaeology, history, architectural history
and art history.

The Archaeological Research Methodology
section researches the technology for studying
cultural properties as well as for measuring and
surveying archaeological sites in order to improve
the quality of investigation at historical sites and
to increase efficiency in field activity.

@Asuka Historical Museum

The Asuka Historical Museum, a facility displaying
historical materials from the Asuka region, was
established in 1975 in Okuyama, the eastern gate
to Asuka. The museum regularly exhibits items
excavated from palaces, stone structures, tombs
and temple sites. The reconstructed portion of the
eastern cloister of Yamadadera temple and objects
excavated around its site are also exhibited.

The museum’s special exhibitions, held every
spring and autumn, feature the unearthed cultural
properties of the Asuka region and explore the
history of Asuka. Feature exhibitions are held in
summer and winter to introduce the research
achievements of the Nara National Research In-
stitute for Cultural Properties. We also conduct
research (including international joint projects)
into the archaeology, art history and architectural
history of Asuka and other East Asian regions.

@International Academic Exchange

Nara National Research Institute for Cultural
Properties contributes to international exchange
through activities such as joint research, exchange
of researchers, technical training, preservation and
restoration.

It also participates in international cooperation
projects conducted by other institutions such as
ACCU (Asia-Pacific Cultural Centre for UNESCO) and
JICA (Japan International Cooperation Agency).

Ongoing joint research projects are as follows: (1)
joint research with the Chinese Academy of Social
Sciences into the Luoyang site, the ancient capital of
the Han and Wei dynasties; (2) joint research with the
Archaeological Institute of Henan Province, China into
the Huangye and Baihe kiln sites located in the city
of Gongyi; (3) joint research with the Archaeological
Institute of Liaoning Province, China into Sui and Tang
graves in the Chaoyang district; (4) a comparative
study, undertaken with the National Research Institute
of Cultural Heritage, Korea, of ancient capitals of Japan
and Korea, together with human resource exchanges
at excavation projects; (5) research and a preservation
project, undertaken with the Authority for the Protec-
tion and Management of Angkor and the Region of
Siem Reap (APSARA), at the Western Prasat Top, one of
the historical sites of Angkor, together with human re-
source development; (6) a preservation project, under-
taken with the National Research Institute for Cultural
Properties, Tokyo, at the Bamiyan site in Afghanistan,
together with human resource development, along
with activities in Central Asian countries to support
the registration of sites along the Silk Road as World
Heritage sites. We are also involved in the preservation
of the Thang Long citadel in Hanoi, Vietnam, a project
undertaken jointly with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
the Agency for Cultural Affairs and the International
Consortium.
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Brief History

1952:

1954:
1960:

1963:
1968:
1970:
1973:

1974:
1975:
1980:
1980:
1988:
2001:

2007:

Nara Cultural Properties Research Institute (consisting of the General Affairs Division, the
Historical Research Division, the Architecture Research Division, and the Art Research
Division) is established at 50 Kasugano-cho, Nara City, as an auxiliary organization of the
National Commission for the Protection of Cultural Properties

Renamed as the Nara National Cultural Properties Research Institute

Heijo Palace Site Investigation Office opened at the Nara Palace Site in Sakihigashi-machi,
Nara City

Heijo Palace Site Investigation Division is established

Affiliated with the Agency for Cultural Affairs (established 1968)

Nara Palace Site Museum opened

Finance Section, Asuka/Fujiwara Palace Site Investigation Division, and Asuka Historical
Museum established

Department of General Affairs and the Center for Archaeological Operations established
Asuka Historical Museum opened at Okuyama in Asuka village, Nara

Art Research Division transferred to the Research Center for Buddhist Art, Nara National Museum
Relocated to Nijo-cho, Nara City. Heijo Palace Site Investigation Division and the Center for
Archaeological Operations are transferred together to the new site

New headquarters building of Asuka/Fujiwara Palace Site Investigation Division built at 94- 1,
Kinomoto-cho, Kashihara City

Restructured as the Independent Administrative Institution National Research Institute for
Cultural Properties, Nara

Integrated into the Independent Administrative Institution National Institutes for Cultural
Heritage, as the Nara National Research Institute for Cultural Properties

Visitor Information
@Nara Palace Site Museum
Hours: 9:00 - 16:30 (Admission free; last admission at 16:00)
Closed: Mondays (except when National Holidays fall on Mondays, in which case the museum is

Note:

open on the holiday and closed the following day instead) and over the New Year period
Free guided tours by volunteers available

Phone: 0742-30-6753 (Collaboration Promotion Division)
@Exhibition Room of Fujiwara Palace Site

Hours: 9:00 - 16:30 (Admission free)

Closed: Over the New Year period and an exhibition renewal period

Phone: 0744-24-1122 Department of Imperial Palace Sites Investigations (Asuka and Fujiwara)
@Asuka Historical Museum

Hours: 9:00-16:30 (Last admission at 16:00)

Closed: Mondays (except when National Holidays fall on Mondays, in which case the museum is

open on the holiday and closed the following day instead) and over the New Year period

Admissions:

Adults: 260 (170) yen

University Students: 130 (60) yen

%( ) indicate prices for those in groups of 20 or more

3¢ An additional charge is required for special exhibitions

3% Persons with disabilities and one accompanying person are admitted free

3¢ Persons under 18 years, and school students (up to and including high school) are
admitted free to regular exhibitions

Note: Guides available (free of charge, reservations required)
Phone: 0744-54-3561 Asuka Historical Museum
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Access (Nara facilities):

(Kintetsu Line) 20 min. by taxi from Yamato Yagi Station to the institute 20 min.
by taxi from Kashihara Jingu Mae Station to the Asuka Historical Museum

(Kintetsu Line) 10 min. from Yamato Saidaiji Station to the institute and

the Nara Palace Site Museum

(Nara Kotsu Bus from JR and Kintetsu Nara Stations) 3 min. from Nijocho

stop to the Nara Palace Site Museum
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Director-General

et [nternational Research Centre for Intangible Cultural Heritage in the Asia-Pacific Region

HEUHF—F. FR21F108DEBREGHERF LR (AXRX3O) HB=ICT [1xR3
D\%EJ}@“%) IV ARIFEMBCHITDEELEBEDCOHDER B I TV I —DREER] =25

J BF8AICHE S NICHARN & AR A IEDBEICE DT FR23FRMICFRIIINE Ul
T I TR FEMECHITSRELEEREZR(ET HMURE LT, TV —TIFHMED
FERESLEERES KUMHRICET SERNGRESE - R ORESULEEICE T SEENEITD
[BERNEZITOTCVE T, Fio. HPEDHIRZ8 U CREX(LEEREDEERENITRICEHT
5 7B L. M ERIHESE UED S ERENE X ETRICAIFIcEEZDOEFDOER L THED
CNODFEHDOVNTIE. EF—DD 1T THA MEEZBUTERIMIRELTVETD,
(www.irci.jp)

At the UNESCO General Conference of October 2009, authorization was given to Japan to establish an International
Centre for intangible cultural heritage in the Asia-Pacific region. After the Japanese government concluded an
agreement with UNESCO effected in August 2010, the International Research Centre for Intangible Cultural Herit-
age in the Asia-Pacific Region was founded in Sakai City, Osaka, in October 2011.

As a base for strengthening the skills for safeguarding intangible cultural heritage (ICH) in the Asia-Pacific
region, the centre focuses on implementing surveys and researches for the safeguarding of intangible cultural as-

International Research
Centre for Intangible
Cultural Heritage in the
Asia-Pacific Region

EESFIRT 7 —5 4 (U)

International Experts Forum in Paris

EifiziEEs  (RR)

International Experts Meeting in Tokyo

BEREOKT (J—5)

Meeting in Bhutan
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sets, and data collection on international trends on ICH.

Contributing its national knowledge, the centre endeavours to improve international standards for the safe-
guarding of ICH. Together with Sakai City, it also fosters the development of international activities relating to the
transmission of intangible cultural property. For more information, please visit www.irci.jp.
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B Activities

@Aiming to improve international standards for
the safeguarding of ICH, the Centre focuses on
the following themes:

1. Data collection of international trends relating
to ICH.

2. Implementation of surveys and research for the
safeguarding of ICH in the Asia-Pacific region

3. Improvement of the international standards for
the safeguarding of ICH.

In line with these themes, the centre conducted
the following activities in FY2012.
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1. Expert forum to discuss the Convention for the
Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage
The First Forum of ICH Researchers was held in
Paris in June 2012, to accompany the General As-
sembly of the States Parties to the Convention for
the Safeguarding of ICH. The Second Forum of ICH
Researchers was held in Tokyo in January 2013.

2. A Survey of ICH in Bhutan

A field research was conducted regarding the
establishment of the legal framework for the safe-
guarding of ICH in Bhutan.

3. ASurvey of ICH in India

A field survey of the technology of dyeing textiles
was conducted on the current state of traditional
handicrafts in India that are in danger of disap-
pearing.

4. A Survey of ICH in Myanmar

A survey of the current state of ICH in Myanmar
was conducted, examining items that are candi-
dates for registration in the national intangible
cultural heritage directory.

5. A Survey of intangible cultural heritage in
Papua New Guinea

A survey was conducted on the current state of

oral transmission of legends and traditions in

Papua New Guinea, and of efforts to safeguard this

aspect of the national heritage.

> FTomEE]

Survey in India

[EvN—TCDHREAE]

Survey of intangible cultural heritage in Myanmar

[XTF = 1—%— P CORE)

Survey in Papua New Guinea
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Seminar: Language and Intangible Cultural Herit-
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MOU signing ceremony
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6. International Field School Alumni Seminar on
Safeguarding ICH in the Asia-Pacific Region

An International Field School Alumni Seminar:

Safeguarding Intangible Cultural Heritage in Asia

and the Pacific was held in collaboration with Thai-

land’s Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn Anthropol-

ogy Centre (SAC).

7. Workshop on ICH Documentation as a tool for
community’s Safeguarding activities

A recording workshop was held on the develop-

ment of guidelines for the use of visual images in

the preservation and recording of ICH.

In FY2013, the centre will continue to conduct re-
search on a variety of topics.

@Cooperation with Sakai City

According to the agreement between Sakai City

and the National Institutes for Cultural Heritage,

the centre cooperates in activities of ICH organised

by Sakai City. The centre continues to support the

following projects planned by Sakai City:

1. Projects to popularise UNESCO designated ICH.

2. Projects to foster the next generation of global
talents.

@Other Projects

Based on the surveys and research undertaken in
FY2012, an intangible cultural heritage sympo-
sium, entitled “Intangible Cultural Heritage in the
Asia-Pacific Region — Current Status and Important
Issues” was held on February 17, 2013. The presen-
tation of the field research reports was used as a
basis for discussing the future of ICH.

A Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) was
signed with SAC.

@ Website Information
The centre’s information in English and other Asian
languages is available on its website.
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3 The building is leased from Sakai City, Osaka Prefecture.
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Access

(JR Hanwa Line) 6 min. from Mozu Station
(Nankai Bus) 4 min. from Sakaishi Hakubutsukanmae

Brief History

Oct. 2009: Establishment of the centre was authorized at UNESCO General
Conference

Aug. 2010: Agreement for the establishment of the centre was concluded be-
tween the Japanese government and UNESCO

Mar. 2011: Agreement for the opening of the centre was concluded between
Sakai City and the National Institutes for Cultural Heritage

Apr. 2011: The Preparatory Office for the Asia-Pacific Intangible
Cultural Heritage Research Centre was established

Oct. 2011: International Research Centre for Intangible Cultural Heritage in the
Asia-Pacific Region was opened.
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