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Over a year has passed since the Great East Japan Earthquake. The
affected areas that were filled with debris stretching as far as the eye
could see are being cleared, but there are evidently still many prob-
lems to overcome before achieving a complete recovery.

In April of last year, soon after the earthquake struck, an office for
implementing the “Project for Rescuing Damaged Cultural Heritage”
was established in one of our institutes, the National Research Insti-
tute for Cultural Properties, Tokyo. This office has carried out activities
over the past year in order to rescue cultural properties damaged in
the earthquake. With support and cooperation from many sources,
these rescue activities have achieved positive results and are set to
enter a second stage. We intend to continue engaging in the rescue of
these damaged cultural properties. Indeed, one of the major missions
of our institutes is to fulfill a role as a national center that in times of
emergency can provide rescue equipment for damaged cultural prop-
erties, crisis management, and the knowledge and methods necessary
for such situations.

Without a stable foundation that protects cultural properties, the
pillars for a strong culture of a country will not remain standing. Our
Institutes for Cultural Heritage strive every day to build this stable
base of culture in Japan. This publication introduces the activities
of our efforts. By aiming to protect cultural properties that are also
a source of national identity, share these objects widely with many
people, and in doing so make a connection to the world, our institutes
are in a position to support the foundations of a nation of culture. We
hope readers will understand the work of our institutes.

In the course of this work—of protecting, sharing, and connecting
to the world—we attempt many things with a view to contributing
to various fields, from preservation science research at a microscopic
level, to research and project planning in response to the perceived
needs of today’s society, and even to the protection of cultural herit-
age on a global scale. It is by vigorously and continually advancing all
aspects of this work, that the foundations of a nation of culture can be
established. Our principal role is to work with ingenuity and persever-
ance toward achieving these goals. In our activities to protect cultural
properties with the people of Japan, we hope to create a sturdy base
for a further advanced Japanese culture. | make a heartfelt appeal to
everyone for their continuing support.

The National Institutes for Cultural Heritage is scheduled to merge
with the Independent Administrative Institution National Museum of
Art and the Independent Administrative Institution Japan Arts Coun-
cil. Preparations are currently underway for this merger in April 2014.





