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The National Institutes for Cultural Heritage’s undertakings include:
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Acquisition and Preservation of the Museum Collections I

As centers for the preservation and transmission of history and
traditional culture, each museum collects objects according to its
own individual collection policy to ensure that the accumulation of
objects is systematically and historically well-balanced.

We also actively promote donations and long-term loans from
private owners in collaboration with the Agency for Cultural Affairs,
utilizing the System of Enrolled Art Objects and making efforts to
improve the tax system through inheritance taxation measures.

In order to pass on our precious cultural heritage, we work to
improve the conservational environment of cultural properties
as well as to restore works systematically, with objects requiring
urgent treatment given priority, through collaboration between
conservation scientists and conservators in the organization using
both traditional techniques and modern scientific methods.

B Collection
To accumulate a collection which is well-balanced both systemati-
cally and historically, and to prevent the dispersion and the export
of tangible cultural properties from Japan, we continually strive to
collect cultural properties through purchase, loan and donation.
Furthermore, each of the four museums invite loans from temples,
shrines and private collectors to enrich their regular exhibitions in
accordance with their key focus.

INEf Number of Objects in the Museum Collections
& &t RREEYEE REBEILEYEE REEIEYEE JUNEIZ S8R
Total Tokyo National Museum Kyoto National Museum Nara National Museum Kyushu National Museum
Total National | Important Total National | Important Total National | Important Total National | Important Total National | Important
Treasures Cultural Treasures | Cultural Treasures | Cultural Treasures | Cultural Treasures | Cultural
Properties Properties Properties Properties Properties
121611 129 | 937 (112776| 87 | 624 [6,526| 27 176 |1.812] 12 110 | 397 38 27
(ER224 3831 HIRMT)
(Figures as of March 31,2010)
25556  Number of Objects on Long-term Loan to the Museums
& &F RRE YR REPEILIEYEE REEIIEYE TUNEIZ IS8
Total Tokyo National Museum Kyoto National Museum Nara National Museum Kyushu National Museum
Total National | Important Total National | Important Total National | Important Total National | Important Total National | Important
Treasures | Cultural Treasures | Cultural Treasures | Cultural Treasures | Cultural Treasures | Cultural
Properties Properties Properties Properties Properties
11,904| 184 |1,191|2,734| 50 | 261 |5,957| 81 611 1,957 B3 | 317 |1.266| O 2
(Fp22F 3 A31HRME)

(Figures as of March 31,2010)
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NG (ERE214E) New Acquisitions (Fiscal 2009)
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Important Art Object
Kokin Waka Shu Poetry Anthology, Volume 18, Detached segment, Known as
“Honamigire” (Kyoto National Museum)
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ER SHRAZE (RREILBYE)
Letter by Imai Sokyu
(Tokyo National Museum)
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Before restoration
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TIRTHIRAE 188 (RRELBYE)
Covered Box, Lacquered leather with gold and silver inlay in heidatsu
style (Nara National Museum)

B Conservation and Restoration

Tangible cultural properties preserved in the museum collections are
generally restored approximately once every 100 years. The Institutes
carry out two levels of conservation work: minimal treatment on a
needs basis for display and safe-keeping, and full-scale restoration
performed on a schematic basis in response to the progression of
deterioration of the objects.
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After restoration
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Dissemination of Traditional Culture I

We disseminate information both nationally and internationally to
promote understanding of Japanese history, as well as Japanese
and other traditional Asian cultures, by holding exhibitions and high
quality displays to meet our visitors’ needs and reflect the latest
academic discoveries and theories.

We also constantly strive to improve our facilities and management
aiming for our museums to be visitor-friendly.

BExhibitions

We offer regular exhibitions and organize special exhibitions to
provide opportunities for visitors to engage with traditional art and
archaeological objects, including National Treasures and Important
Cultural Properties. We also collaborate with overseas museums to
hold exhibitions which introduce our respective cultures.
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Regular exhibition, Kuroda Memorial Hall:

Te15£4H4H~5R824H

Ganjin Wajo
(April 4-May 24, 2009)

Bowers Museum, United States of America)

RERITBEAHEZ H D3R GUNEIZBYEE)
Emeef2H8218~3H28H

Thematic Exhibition, Kyushu National Museum: Cultural Exchange
Exemplified Through Huge Hanging Scrolls in East Asia

BhR [EX #SENLR| GRELSYE)

Special exhibition, Nara National Museum: National Treasure,

BARE U LS DEMT—RREILIBYERBE]
(P AU HERE/I\NDD—X&YEE)
FH21F4819H~6H148 |

Overseas exhibition: Art of the Samurai:

Selections from the Tokyo National Museum

(February 21-March 28, 2010)

(April 19-June 14, 2009,

WiEEALEEI (ER214EE) Number of Visitors (Fiscal 2009)

& &t RREEYEE REBEILEYEE REREEYE NMNEIZEEE
Total Tokyo National Museum Kyoto National Museum Nara National Museum Kyushu National Museum
5,029,198 2,416,281 452,920 560,293 1,599,704
BESFREDIEYEAEEHDER
Number of Visitors Over the Past 5 Years
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BHEEREE BMEducational Activities
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To promote a better understanding of the history of Japan and other
Asian cultures, we provide a variety of educational programs. We also
support volunteers to enrich their activities.
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Vitalization of Museum Activities as the National Center of Museums in Japan |
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(October 30-31, 2009)
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(214 10830E~31H)

Asian Museum Academic Conference

In order to make the results of our research on cultural properties
widely available to contribute to domestic and overseas museum
activities, we are engaged in the following tasks:

We make information on the museum collections and curators’
research widely accessible through publications, web sites, and
other means. We aim to be a key institution among international
museums by holding international symposia with noted overseas
scholars. We provide training programs for museum professionals
in fields including conservation and restoration, to contribute to
the improvement of domestic and overseas museum activities.
We loan objects from our collections to local museums as much as
their conservation environment allows to improve access to cultural
properties for people living in remote areas. We are working to build
a museum professionals’ network, through which we can advise and
exchange information with both public and private museums in
Japan.
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Advancement of Research on Cultural Heritage |

To contribute to the development of knowledge and techniques
necessary to transmit the cultural properties to future generations, we
research various aspects of cultural properties.

The National Research Institute for Cultural Properties, Tokyo
established the Center for Conservation Science and Restoration
Techniques in April 2007 to unite researchers from museums and
institutes within the National Institutes for Cultural Heritage to foster
further cooperation among researchers, conservators and restorers.
Through this initiative, we aim to improve and enrich our conservation
and restoration techniques by combining proven knowledge with the
latest research.

(D We contribute to creating a foundation for cultural property
preservation activities such as project planning and evaluation of
cultural properties which are carried out by the government and local
public organizations. For this purpose, we promote fundamental and
systematic research of cultural properties in various fields, including
tangible cultural properties of Japan and related tangible cultural
properties of other nations and the transmission of intangible cultural
properties, and also develop comprehensive methods for researching
cultural properties. In particular, we promote research on cultural
landscapes and folk techniques, which have become targets for
protection under the recent amendment to the Law for the Protection
of Cultural Properties. In this way, we provide a guiding principle for
the future protection of cultural properties, including their designation.
In addition, we contribute to the historical study of Nara and Fujiwara
Palaces and the Asuka region, and lend professional and technical
assistance to the Agency for Cultural Affairs for site maintenance and
restoration.
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Research on a folk technique: Dango uma-making in Marugame, Kagawa Archaeological excavation at the Nara Palace site
@ BRI M ER U RERIZRICEE T DItiRNISEE ® Through state-of-the-art research using the latest conservation
B, GBI EERIT. BEYERSE. FIBEEDE(ICEST techniques as well as research on traditional restoration
DEEWEEBLUT. SX{EBDIRTF - 18ECREh D - techniques, manufacturing methods and utilization, we promote
BoE ORI - SHASARSEL . LIRS - &8 the development and evaluation of techniques and materials
7 5} N e Z

for use in restoration, thus helping to raise the quality of cultural

DEHELICHFSLTVETD,

property conservation and restoration.

IR RHERICEON TV BM DR OECKDHAE KBEZER O+ UTe R BORFIERE
Investigation of coloring materials used on early modern Conservation of the wooden drains excavated from the Former Imperial Audience
Japanese maps with visible reflection spectroscopy Hall Compound

B BEMEBELEBEYF N SHEORENRSELE., Evits (® We conduct practical research related to the conservation and

NHAGKDOEZE (U T, B EDONALEHFERE FE restoration of cultural properties that are important and in urgent
W ORE2MHOEV L DRTF - BEICR1D RIS need of protection, such as the conservation work for Takamatsuzuka
= - AL TOED and Kitora Tumuli, as requested by the Japanese government and

local public organizations.

P

EESsmERSEER (i) 0oU—=27 F N SHEICBIF N RZE AUV o1
Cleaning on the Seiryu (Blue Dragon) mural painting Biocontrol using UV radiation at Kitora Tumulus

from Takamatsuzuka Tumulus
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(® We conduct systematic research that is required for the collection,
preservation and exhibition of tangible cultural properties.

XA B AXRCTRAF v VEBEEZFAL
FeXA LB DRF ETERDT S DEBEZ
Fundamental research for conservation and

utilization of cultural properties using specialized
X-ray CT scanners and other devices
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Promotion of International Cooperation Related to Conservation and Restoration of Cultural Properties I

XALRFIEESEPEIMBER,. AMER. FCEERE
DRy hD—0 DEEICHENICH L. EREERICETS
LCW&E T,

NBHEDIEE CTH XM DRF - BEDZHICIEE
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LA ]
Y IFRAYVETEREYEICHITDEEDRFES
Conservation of mural paintings at the National Museum of
Antiquities of Tajikistan

We contribute to international cultural activities through the
conservation and restoration of cultural properties, the transfer of
technologies, professional education programs, and proactively building
an international network.

Cultural properties are human heritage, and since we need to
work beyond the barriers of state and race for their conservation and
restoration, international cooperation is essential. The Japan Center for
International Cooperation in Conservation is engaged in: 1) training
programs for professional education and transfer of technologies related
to the conservation and restoration of cultural properties, 2) research
into the cultural property protection policies of other nations, and 3) the
expansion of professional networks in Asian countries.

&

NhF LI\ JADFVOVEMEICHITSH
ZHAIEEMIHE

Field training with archaeological survey devices at
Thang Long Imperial Palace site, Hanoi, Vietnam
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Reinforcement of Information Dissemination |

We continually work to disseminate the findings of cultural property
research to both researchers and the general public alike. To assist
this function, we are developing an information platform suitable for
use with a security-reinforced high-speed network. At the same time,
we are also enriching our cultural property databases, promoting
digitalization, and enhancing reference functions. We strive to aid
understanding of research results through improved displays at
facilities such as the Nara Palace Site Museum and Asuka Historical
Museum.
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RS H ANX—Y (BAEEM)
The “Kid’s Page” from the website of the National Research Institute for Cultural
Properties, Tokyo (Japanese version)

REEHERTESR [+ bSHBEEERRIER]

Special exhibition at Asuka Historical Museum: Mural Paintings from Kitora Tumulus

7 375 23 BHE~ D551 & 2 UL REED Z Y17y |

Improving Cultural Property Protection by Assisting Local Public Organizations |

AEMROBRICEDSEMN - HiMWE0 - BhE%z
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By providing professional and technical assistance together
with advice based on research findings, we contribute to the
improvement of knowledge and skills of individuals engaged in
the protection of cultural properties throughout Japan. We also
educate students and younger staff through training programs for
professional leaders and collaboration with universities.

EYEE - EiESRTFIEIFEENME

Training for museum conservators
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Training for staff in charge of archaeological excavations

M Collaboration with Universities

(OTokyo University of the Arts: Preventive Conservation Section
(Studies on Heritage Environment, Studies on Conservation
Materials)

(OGraduate School of Human and Environmental Studies, Kyoto
University: Department of Cultural Coexistence (Cultural, Regional
and Historic Studies on Environment: Studies of Cultural Heritage)

(OGraduate School of Humanities and Sciences, Nara Women’s
University: Department of Comparative Culture (Lectures on
Cultural History)
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