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Tokyo National Museum engages in the collection, preservation, and exhibition of Asian cultural properties, especially those from Ja-
pan, and it also conducts research studies and educational programs.

HEREEYER
ki |

SATO Teiichi
Executive Director,
Tokyo National Museum
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Tokyo National Museum, established in 1872, is the museum with the longest history in Japan.

In conjunction with our primary mission of the collection, exhibition, conservation, and preservation of tangible
cultural heritage, we endeavor to develop multifaceted projects to deepen the understanding of our visitors con-
cerning the protection of cultural properties through our research achievements.

In fiscal year 2009, starting with “The National Treasure ASHURA and Masterpieces of Kohfukuji” which com-
memorates the 1300th anniversary of the establishment of Kohfukuji Temple, we will hold special exhibitions be-
fitting our missions as a national museum, including “Ise Jingu and the Treasures of Shinto” commemorating the
62nd Shikinen Sengu Ceremony of the Ise Shrine, and “Treasures of the Imperial Collections’, which celebrates the
20th anniversary of the Emperor’s enthronement.

At the same time, we will take innovative approaches to hold various thematic exhibitions based on our collec-
tion, and as a national center of historical and traditional culture, will do our best to promote leading education
programs to enhance the understanding of Japanese history and culture, as well as Asian culture.

Our Toyokan Asian gallery will close for earthquake-proof construction work from this year. During this time,
exhibitions of Asian archaeology and art objects will be held in Hyokeikan and other exhibition rooms. We hope to
welcome visitors at our regular exhibitions at these galleries as well.
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HExhibitions

@Regular Exhibitions
Regular exhibitions, where works from the collec-
tion and loaned artifacts are displayed, comprise
the core function of exhibition activity. Exhibits are
rotated periodically about 200 times a year. A total
of 5,500 items will be displayed in fiscal 2009. Each
gallery has regular exhibits as follows:

HONKAN: (Japanese Gallery): The “Highlights of
Japanese Art,” an overview of Japanese
art in chronological order from the
Jomon to Edo period occupies the 2nd
floor, while exhibitions on the 1st floor
are categorized by genre, such as sculp-
tures, ceramics, swords, and thematic
exhibitions.

TOYOKAN: (Asian Gallery): Features fine arts and
archaeological objects from China, Ko-
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rea, Southeast Asia, India, West Asia, and
Egypt. The building will be closed from
June 8, 2009 for earthquake-proof con-
struction work.

HEISEIKAN: Contains archaeological objects such
as clay pottery vessels and bronze bells
from the Jomon and Yayoi periods in
the Japanese Archaeology Gallery (1st
floor), displays concerning educational
programs and specific themes are held
in the Thematic Exhibition Room (1st
floor).
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The Gallery of Horyuji Treasures: Features more
than 300 treasures donated to the Impe-
rial family from Horyuji temple in Nara.

HYOKEIKAN: Used occasionally as a venue for spe-
cial exhibitions, the building will exhibit
sculptures, decorative arts, and archaeo-
logical objects of the Asian regions in
the Toyokan collections starting from
August 4, 2009, during the Toyokan's
construction work.

Kuroda Memorial Hall: Displays the works of Kuro-
da Seiki, a Japanese modern painter.

@Thematic Exhibitions

Held as a part of the regular exhibitions, these
exhibitions focus on specific themes. The following
are examples of thematic exhibitions to be held in
fiscal 2009:

+ Cooperative Program for the Conservation of
Japanese Art Works in Overseas Collections (May
26 —June 7, 2009)

- Two Statues of Dainichi Nyorai and Unkei Style
Sculpture (July 22 - October 12, 2009)

+ Encounters with Images of Madonna (August 4 —
September 6, 2009)

+ Gosu-Akae Overglaze Enamel Ware (October 20 -

December 20, 2009)

+ Fabrics from Shosoin in the Tokyo National Mu-
seum Collection (November 10 — December 6,
2009)

AEZ2RTRESR
Room 11, Honkan (Japan Gallery)
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Thematic exhibition "Jizai Okimono - Articulated
Iron Figures of Animals” (November 18, 2008 —
February 1,2009)
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Special exhibition “National Treasures from
Yakushi-ji Temple”

(March 25 - June 8, 2008)
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Special exhibition “Treasures by Rinpa Masters—
Inheritance and Innovation”

(October 7 - November 16, 2008)
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School program
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Gallery talk at the educational exhibit “Reproduc-
ing Japanese Painting Techniques: Urazaishiki -
The Effect of Hidden Color” by the student volun-
teers from the Tokyo University of the Arts
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Special research project on paper and handwrit-
ing styles in East Asian calligraphy works
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@Special Exhibitions

Special exhibitions are held as occasions to present
the outcome of our research activities or to meet a
wide variety of visitors’demands. The following are
special exhibitions held in fiscal 2009:

- The 150th Anniversary of the Treaty of Amity
and Commerce between France and Japan: “Sto-
ry of .. — Memories of Cartier creations (March
28 - May 31, 2009)

+ The National Treasure ASHURA and Masterpiec-
es from Kohfukuji (March 31 - June 7, 2009)

- On the occasion of the 110th anniversary of the
establishment of diplomatic relations between
Greece and Japan: ATHENS METRO EXHIBITION -
An Extraordinary Case of Public Art - (April 7 -
May 10, 2009)

+ SOMETSUKE - The flourishing of underglaze blue
porcelain ware in Asia (July 14 — September 6, 2009)

- In commemoration of the 62nd Shikinen Sengu
Ceremony: Ise Jingu and Treasures of Shinto (July
14 - September 6, 2009)

- Celebrating the 20" anniversary of the Em-
peror’s Enthronement: Treasures of the Imperial
Collections (First period scheduled: October 6 -
November 3, 2009; Second period scheduled:
November 12 - 29, 2009)

+ The Power of Dogu —Ceramic figurines from An-
cient Japan- (tentative title, scheduled Decem-
ber 15, 2009 - February 21, 2010)

- Hasegawa Tohaku: 400th Memorial Retrospec-
tive (February 23 — March 22, 2010)

@Overseas Exhibitions

+ Art of the Samurai: Selections from the Tokyo
National Museum (April 19 - June 14, 2009,
Bowers Museum, United States of America)

- The Power of Dogu -Ceramic figurines from
Ancient Japan- (tentative title, September 10
- November 22, 2009, British Museum, United
Kingdom)

- Japan, Power and Splendour (1568 — 1868) (ten-
tative title, provisional dates December 6, 2009 -
March 14, 2010, Palazzo Reale, Republic of Italy,
Organized by the Milan City Council with the
special cooperation of Tokyo National Museum)

B Educational Programs
As a central national facility, we plan and execute
educational programs that serve as models for
other museums in cooperation with schools and
volunteers. We also offer a variety of educational
opportunities for a better understanding of Japa-
nese traditional culture and history as well as Asian
culture.
(OEducational opportunities
- Educational project as a national facility
Education Center Project
+ Promotion of cooperative programs with schools
Offering school programs (Art Appreciation Sup-
port, Work Experience Program)
+ Partnership with universities
Campus Members System
- Gallery talks and lectures
OVolunteer activities
+ A variety of interpretive tours of the museum

B Research Studies

We conduct systematic research of cultural prop-
erties in Asia, especially in Japan, and have the
outcome reflected in our work in collection, pres-
ervation, and exhibition. Research is partially sup-
ported by Grant-in-Aid for Scientific Research and
other grants for cultural activities.

The research conducted in 2009 include the fol-
lowings:

- Research on the protection of cultural heritage
in museums and a comprehensive preservation
system aimed for their sustainability for exhibits

- Special research project on paper and handwrit-
ing styles in East Asian calligraphy works

- Fundamental research on the history of the
changing functions and roles of national muse-
ums based on the analysis of the Tokyo National
Museum archives

- Special research project on the “gold leaf” back-
ground of screen paintings, focusing on “Wind
and Thunder Gods” by Ogata Korin
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Brief History

BREF(1872) |HEEREEDAME CHESNICBATDEE 1872 Starts as the Museum of the Ministry of Education. Originally organ-

ShHER(C, [XEEEYE] EUTHRE ized as the first public exposition in Japan carried out by the ministry
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TIEmoH . BE. HWE. Y. BEESOS 1875 Eransfferred to ‘thAe‘superV|S|onAofthe Mlnlétry.oflnter|or.The museum

- ad eight exh|b|t|ot1 caFegorle§ at this time: natur§| products, agri-

” _ _ culture and forestation, industrial technology, art, history, education,
BR15F(1882) LHEXKFASIMOREMICHER religion, and land & sea
BA22%(1889) BNEMED [HEEYE] 15D 1882 Moved to the present location, a site formerly occupied by the Hom-
BR/A33F(1900) [RRTFEBYE] Lodin bo (headquarters) of Kaneiji temple
BEEA24 (1909) RESAEHEIAE 1889 Reorganized as the Imperial Museum under the supervision of the
ALET12%(1923) PIRABKICKD. [BARDRR 1900 lFirZrF::&aeldH:sutS::?cl)i)l/\c?m];)elzriaI Household Museum
RIE144(1925) %EE‘BODEJ%%‘X%B%@%ET@%@E(L@E@LL 1909 The Hyokeikan is established

B 5 & (CRE 1923 The former Honkan building is destroyed in the Great Kanto Earthquake
AF1134(1938) RIEDALENFEE 1925 The natural history collections are transferred to the Tokyo Museum
AFI224 (1947) XEAICEE [EILEYE] Loain of the Ministry of Education (current National Science Museum) and
BAI276(1952) [SRELISYE] ok 1o herinstiutions
BHI39E(1964) EETTYE () H'BHE © present Monkan bulling [s completed. A

1947 Transferred to the supervision of the Ministry of Education, and re-

AM434(1968) XEFOMEHKE LD named as the National Museum

SRFRENBARE

FaE1 14 (1999)

EEFFYREDRE. DOVCEMEENFEE

1952 Renamed as Tokyo National Museum
1964 The Gallery of Horyuji Treasures (former building) is opened

FER13FE(2001) M TBCAANE BYE SRREN B S ED 1968 Affiliated with the Agency for Cultural Affairs
A1 96 (2007)  MIFTRGEA BRI FRETSYES Toyokan is opened -
2 1999 The Gallery of Horyuji Treasures and the Heiseikan are opened
2001 Transformed into the Independent Administrative Institution National
Museum, Tokyo National Museum
2007 Integrated into the Independent Administrative Institution National
Institutes for Cultural Heritage, as Tokyo National Museum
S| Visitor Information
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JERBEE  Facilities

Hours 9:30 - 17:00 (last admission is 30 min. before closing time)
Open until 20:00 on the Fridays during special exhibition periods from April
to November, open until 18:00 on Saturdays, Sundays, and National Holidays
From April to September
Closed Mondays (except for National Holidays on Monday, in which case the museum
is open on the holiday and closed the following Tuesday instead), year-end
and New Year holidays (December 28 - January 1)
Admissions
Adults: 600 (500) yen
University Students: 400 (300) yen
%( ) indicate prices for those in groups of 20 or more
% Additional charge is required for special exhibitions
%% Persons with disabilities and one attendant each are admitted free
%% Persons 70 years old and over, persons under 18 years old, and High
school students and under are admitted free to regular exhibitions
% Admissions to regular exhibitions are free on the International Museum
Day (May 19, 2009 in lieu of Monday, May 18, 2009) and the Respect-for-
Senior-Citizen’s Day (the third Monday of September).
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Kyoto National Museum is responsible for conducting research, preservation, exhibition, and educational activities with an emphasis on
the history and culture of Kyoto, which served as the capital from the Heian period (794-1192) until the end of the Edo period in 1603.

RBEIEER
EQR KFE

SASAKI Johei
Executive Director,
Kyoto National Museum
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Thematic exhibition “Seventy Years Later: Sugi-
moto Tetsuro’s Reproduction of Ajanta and Sigiriya
Cave Paintings”(June 25 - July 27, 2008)
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Thematic exhibition “Sakamoto Ryoma”(July 23 -
August 31, 2008)
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The Kyoto National Museum places a special importance on Kyoto, where traditional culture has developed, flour-
ished and remained at the heart of Japanese art and culture over the centuries. We take measures to contribute to
the community at large and work to increase the understanding of the unique aspects of traditional Kyoto culture
as they developed and spread throughout Japan.

We would like to offer our visitors opportunities to enjoy works of art in a relaxing environment while simultane-
ously establishing a balance between collection, preservation and research, as well as exhibition and education.

The Collections Hall for regular exhibitions is temporarily closed in the process of reconstruction as an entirely
new building. During this time we look forward to welcome visitors to our special exhibitions held in the Special
Exhibition Hall.

W - 25

OFEE
TERREFEEDOFM20F1287H
ZHEEFULC—HARELTVET,

HMExhibitions

@Regular Exhibitions
The Collections Hall (regular exhibition building) is
closed from December 7, 2008 for reconstruction.

@Thematic Exhibitions and Special Features
Due to the closure of the Collections Hall, which
has also been venues for thematic exhibitions and
special features, these exhibits will not be held this
fiscal year.
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@Special Exhibitions
Special exhibitions are held in the Special Exhibi-
tion Hall.

- In Commemoration of the 650th Memorial of the
Founding Priest Muso: The Treasures of Myoshin-ji
Temple (March 24 — May 10, 2009)

- On the Trail of Texts Along the Silk Road: The Rus-
sian Expendition’s Discovery of Manuscripts in Cen-
tral Asia (July 14 — September 6, 2009)

- Commemorating the 750th Anniversary of the
Presentation of Rissho Ankoku-ron The Blossom-
ing of the Townspeople’s People Culture in Kyoto:
Nichiren and the Treasures of the Lotus Sect (Octo-
ber 10 — November 23, 2009)

+ The Habsburg Family (January 6 — March 14, 2010)
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[l Collection, Preservation, and Restoration
of Cultural Properties

Since the museum’s establishment, a number of
treasures from historical temples and shrines have
been loaned to the Kyoto National Museum. Mean-
while, the number of objects in the collection, with
a focus on art or archeological items related to
Kyoto culture, has increased yearly by purchases
and donations.

These cultural properties must be restored and
conserved appropriately so they may be enjoyed
and appreciated by future generations. The Con-
servation Center for Cultural Properties, the first
comprehensive restoration facility in Japan, was
established in 1980 to meet that need.

XALEAHRIHEIER

The Conservation Center for Cultural Properties
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Padmapani (Bodhisattva with Lotus in Hand)
Reproduction of Painting from Ajanta Cave 1 by
Sugimoto Tetsuro (after restoration)
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Summer Seminar (July 30 — August 1, 2008)
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International Symposium
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Rakugo at the Museum
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Baroque Music - Final Concert at the Kyoto National
Museum Collections Hall

16 EMER#EEEIZE 2009
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BEducational Activities

(OStudent Programs

- Preparation of The Museum Dictionary, explana-
tory sheets about art works, for elementary and
junior high school students. Archives of The Mu-
seum Dictionary are also posted on the museum'’s
web site.

+ The Museum Children’s Club arranges seminars
according to thematic exhibitions.

(O Cooperation with Kyoto University for the edu-
cation of graduate school students

- As visiting professors at the Graduate School of
Human and Environmental Studies, Kyoto Uni-
versity, our curators provide academic educa-
tion and research.

(OSeminars and Lectures

- Saturday Lecture Series (about 30 lectures a
year)

Our curators give lectures about exhibitions and
works on display on Saturdays occasionally.

« Summer seminar (July 29 - 31, 2009)

Exploring the theme of “Infection and Transfor-
mation of Culture 11"

+ International Symposium (November 14, 2009)
In connection with the special exhibition “The
Blossoming of the Townspeople’s Culture in
Kyoto: Nichiren and the Treasures of the Lotus
Sect”

OPublications
We publish various materials, including the an-
nual The Kyoto National Museum Bulletin and
catalogues of the collections.

BResearch Studies

Since 1979 the Kyoto National Museum has been
conducting organized research on cultural proper-
ties owned by temples and shrines in Kyoto. Pres-
ently, we are surveying the properties and heritage
of Kennin-ji temple. The result of each research
project is published in the journal Art Survey of
Temples and Shrines in Kyoto (currently vol. 23); the
journal serves to document the actual condition
of cultural properties to such a high degree of ac-
curacy that it also serves as the ledgers of items
within each temple or shrine.

M Other Activities

(ORakugo at the Museum
Rakugo performances, traditional comic sto-
rytelling which originated in Kyoto, are held
four times a year highlighting seasonal themes.
Other lectures and concerts are also planned.
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Brief History

1889 Established as the Imperial Museum of Kyoto under the supervision of
the Imperial Household Agency

1897 First exhibition held

1900 Renamed The Imperial Household Museum of Kyoto

1924 Donated to Kyoto City; renamed the Imperial Gift Museum of Kyoto

1952 Transferred to the national government; renamed the Kyoto National
Museum

1966 Establishment of The Collections Hall

1968 Affiliated with the Agency for Cultural Affairs

1969 The Special Exhibition Hall, the Main Gate, the ticket booth, and the
gate-fences are designated as Important Cultural Properties under
the name of “the Former Imperial Museum of Kyoto”

1973 The Saturday lecture series start

1979 The Conservation Center for Cultural Properties is established

2001 The South Gate is constructed as part of a new construction project of
the 100th Year Anniversary Hall (tentative name)

2001 Transformed into the Independent Administrative Institution National
Museum, Kyoto National Museum

2007 Integrated into the Independent Administrative Institution National
Institutes for Cultural Heritage, as Kyoto National Museum

Visitor Information

Hours  (During special exhibition periods)
9:30 - 18:00 (Open until 20:00 on Fridays)
Last admission is 30 min. before closing time

Closed Mondays (except for when National Holidays on Mondays, in which case
the museum is open on the day and closed the following day instead)
The museum is closed on the following periods due to The Collections Hall
reconstruction: May 11 - July 13, 2009; September 7 - October 9, 2009; No-
vember 24, 2009 - January 5, 2010; March 15 - April 9, 2010

Admissions
Fees vary according to special exhibitions
% Persons with disabilities and one attendant each are basically free of
charge (may vary according to exhibitions)
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Access

(City Bus from JR, Subway, or Kintetsu Kyoto Station) 1 min. from
“Hakubutsukan Sanjusangendo-mae” stop on #206 or #208 line
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Technical Materials Center SR EEEFE Building Area 101 %E & & Gross Floor Area 304
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(Keihan Line) 7 min. from Shichijo Station
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Nara National Museum collects, preserves, researches, exhibits, and conducts educational programs on cultural properties with an

emphasis on Buddhist art.

REENIEYER
= =54
71 =l
YUYAMA Kenichi,

Executive Director,
Nara National Museum

THE

Regular Exhibitions
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Since its opening in 1895, Nara National Museum has been engaged in the collection, preservation, research, and
educational programs of cultural properties, with a focus on artworks related to Buddhism. With the support of
the neighboring shrines and temples over the many years, the museum has been able to successfully introduce
people to the magnificence of Japanese Buddhist art as well as its historical background. In the future, we would
like to utilize our historical and cultural perspectives to create a new Nara culture, where the necessity of interna-

tionalization and transfer of information can be fulfilled simultaneously.
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HMExhibitions

@Regular Exhibitions

An exhibition titled “Masterpieces of Buddhist
Art”is in the Honkan (main building) and the West
Wing. The exhibits in the Honkan are Buddhist
statues of Nara and other Japanese sculptures,
Buddhist statues according to type, featured works
of art, sculptures from China, India, and Korea, and
a collection of ancient Chinese bronze vessels. The
exhibits in the West Wing are grouped by genre;
paintings, calligraphy, decorative arts, and archae-
ology. Objects in regular exhibits are rotated about
15 times a year, a total of about 800 objects are
displayed annually.

@Thematic Exhibitions
Thematic exhibitions are small-scale exhibitions
organized to explore a specific theme.
+ On-Matsuri and the Sacred Art of Kasuga (early
December, 2009 - mid January, 2010)
- Treasures of Todaiji's Omizutori Ritual (early Feb-
ruary — mid March, 2010)
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@Special Exhibitions

+ The Exhibition of National Treasure Ganjinwajo
(April 4 — May 24, 2009)

- Sacred Ningbo, Gateway to 1300 Years of Japa-
nese Buddhism (July 18 — August 30, 2009)

+ The 61th Annual Exhibition of Shoso-in Treas-
ures (late October - early November, 2009 (dates
to be confirmed))

M Collection, Preservation, and Restoration of

Cultural Properties
Our main effort is to collect tangible cultural prop-
erties, the valuable assets of the people of Japan,
by purchase, donation, and loan.

We work to maintain the environment for our
collections with meticulous care, by constantly
controlling the temperature and humidity in our
exhibition and storage areas.

Most Japanese cultural properties are made
of extremely fragile materials such as paper and
wood. Therefore, the museum must take proactive
steps to preserve these objects for future genera-
tions. For this reason, in 2002 we established the
Conservation Center for Cultural Properties to han-
dle restoration projects.

XACEH R

Conservation Center for Cultural Properties

1E12

Restoration
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BMEducational Programs
We promote a variety of educational programs to
increase the understanding of the importance of
cultural properties.
(D Collection and distribution of information and
materials concerning cultural properties
(@Programs for students
World heritage classes for fifth graders in Nara
city schools, educational lectures for teachers
(@)Lectures and seminars
Public lectures, Sunday museum talks, summer
seminar series, the Shoso-in academic sympo-
sium, and international symposia
(®Cooperation with universities and colleges
Campus Members System, internship programs,
interview classes at the Open University of Ja-
pan, and joint lectures with Nara Women'’s Uni-
versity and Kobe University
(®Promotion of volunteer activities

BResearch Studies / International Ac-
tivities

We consider research study as our especially

important task because of the outcomes to be

reflected in our exhibitions. In fiscal year 2009 the

Nara National Museum conducts the following

thematic research:

(DSystematic research on shrines and temples in
Nara

(@Optical research on Buddhist artworks, a joint
research with the National Research Institute for
Cultural Properties, Tokyo

(®Collection and study of Buddhist art photo-
graphs

(®Research on the spread of Buddhist art in Japan
and the influence from the Chinese and Korean
Buddhist culture

(®Study of ancient tiles of the Silla Kingdom pe-
riod (financial support provided by Grant-in-Aid
for Scientific Research)

(®Research on the traits of diplomacy and the
formation of territory in the mid tumulus period
(financial support provided by Grant-in-Aid for
Scientific Research)

(DResearch on Buddhist art of the Nara period and
its relations with cultural exchange in East Asia
(financial support provided by Grant-in-Aid for
Scientific Research)
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Brief History

1889 Established as the Imperial Museum of Nara under the supervision of
the Imperial Household Agency

1895 First exhibition held

1900 Renamed the Imperial Household Museum of Nara

1914 Establishment of The Shoso-in department

1947 Supervision transferred to the Ministry of Education

1950 Affiliated with the Committee for the Protection of Cultural Properties

1952 Renamed the Nara National Museum

1968 Affiliated with the Agency for Cultural Affairs

1972 Completion of the West Wing

1980 Establishment of The Buddhist Art Library

1995 Celebration of the Museum’s centennial anniversary

1997 Completion of The East Wing and the lower level passageway

2000 Completion of The Conservation Center for Cultural Properties

2001 Transformed into the Independent Administrative Institution National
Museum, Nara National Museum

2007 Integrated into the Independent Administrative Institution National
Institutes for Cultural Heritage, as Nara National Museum

Visitor Information
Hours  9:30 - 17:00 (last admission is 30 min. before closing time)
3% Open 9:00 — 18:00: 1) March 1 - 14
2) during the Exhibition of Shoso-in Treasures period
3% Open until 19:00: 1) Fridays from the last Friday in April to the last Friday
in October
2) Fridays, Saturdays, and Sundays during the Exhibi-
tion of Shoso-in Treasures period
3) August 13, 15 and 16, December 17, fourth Saturday
of January, February 3, and March 12
#*Open until 21:00: February 11-14
Closed Mondays (except for National Holidays on Mondays, in which case the
museum is open on the day and closed the following day instead) and New
Year’s Day (January 1)
Admissions
Adults: 500 (400) yen
University Students: 250 (200) yen
%( ) indicate prices for those in groups of 20 or more
3% Additional charge is required for special exhibitions
% Persons with disabilities and one attendant each are admitted free
#*Persons 70 years old and over, persons under 18 years old, and High
school students and under are admitted free to regular exhibitions
¥ Admissions to regular exhibitions are free on Children’s Day, Interna-
tional Museum Day (May 19, 2009 in lieu of Monday, May 18, 2009), the
Respect-for-Senior-Citizen’s Day (third Monday of September), Kansai
Culture Day, and Setsubun (February 3).
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Kyushu National Museum engages in the collection, preservation, and exhibition of cultural properties especially related to cultural
exchange between Asian countries and Japan, along with research study and educational activities.

NNE EEER
=& BN
MIWA Karoku

Executive Director,
Kyushu National Museum

XIEeRE (PR

Cultural Exchange Exhibition (Regular exhi-
bition)
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FEr20F6825H~7821H
Thematic exhibition “New Treasures for the
People” (June 25 - July 21, 2008)
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Kyushu, the southernmost main island of Japan and near to continental Asia, has been the stage of active exchange of
people and objects since ancient times. Delegations from overseas first reached the Dazaifu Government Office, which
was then located here at the museum’s current location. The passion of the people of Kyushu together with this histori-
cal background came into fruition as the birth of a national museum at Dazaifu city, Fukuoka, exploring the develop-
ment of Japanese culture in relation with the surrounding Asian regions.

The Kyushu National Museum welcomes around 1.2 million people each year. Visitors from China and Korea have
been especially increasing in recent years. We will continue our efforts to further develop the mutual understanding of
Asian cultures through research and other activities, and as a “live museum’, to interact with the local and international
community.

BExhibitions

@Cultural Exchange Exhibitions (Regular Exhibitions)

The Cultural Exchange Exhibitions Gallery features periodical
Thematic Exhibitions in order to provide visitors the experience of
encountering new objects on each visit. Audio visual and hands-
on exhibits add dynamics for in-depth experience at our galleries.
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@Feature Exhibitions (Thematic Exhibitions)

We also feature creative displays based on regional specific
themes in the Cultural Exchange Exhibition Rooms. The thematic
exhibitions held in fiscal 2009 are as follows:

- Antique Documents — National Treasure from the Historiograph-
ical Institute Collection of The University of Tokyo — Part |, Il (April
15 - July 5,2009)

+ Kofukuji Temple in Nagasaki (tentative title) (August 19 - Sep-
tember 27, 2009)

+ New Acquisitions (tentative title) (October 1 - November 8,
2009)

+ Mt. Homan - Mountain of Prayer — (tentative title) (November
13 - December 20, 2009)

O hEYIRET (FER5)

TRV FERBTEDTS hE Y IRRIERDESD T,

[RERAFLHRERRAE BE OXER $51~1H)
(FR21%4R8158~7RH5H)

- [RIBOEREST (R | (Fal2 1468 F19H~9827H)

- [FEmE (RFD ] (FR214F10818~1188H)

[0l Feb (R ] (FR21F118138~12

H20H) + Towards a Museum enjoyable through Five Senses, Evolving
LT = 77K N T Museum Part Il (tentative title) (February 9 — March 28, 2010)
Eftgommme DRCRLOBYEN (R CF + Cultural Exchange exemplified throughyHuge Hanging Scrolls in
R22FE2 A9HE~3H28 B) East Asia (tentative title) (February 19 — March 28, 2010)
- [BEXEE#ZSH DB (RN ] (FRe2d2819
H~3828H) @Special Exhibitions
Special Exhibitions are held based on themes seen from various
viewpoints through distinguished objects from Japan and around
Oi5HIE the world. As a place to admire beauty and luxuriate in the world

BRIRE. WAWART—IZV\AVNAIEYTDOTTHE of knowledge, our aim is to provide exhibitions that both first—
comers and experts can enjoy alike.
The special exhibitions to be held in fiscal 2009 are as follows:

« Tibet Treasures from the Roof of the World (April 11 - June 14,

IO CVET, TR 1 FEXREFPEDRRIRIERDESDTY, 2009)

BTNy h—RYSEERZEDETE | (FR21548118~6R148)
EEMERER] (FR21E78148~9827H)
- [PUNEEDGS (RFD ] (FR214108208~118290)

- [REBYOSF HOEFESN - Bk (22418 18~2828H)

- [EfESFRE 1 B00%ELR
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- The National Treasure ASHURA and Masterpieces from Kohfukuji
(July 14 - September 27, 2009)

- Special Exhibition “Legendary Realms of Kyushu” (tentative title)
(October 20 - November 29, 2009)

- Masterpieces of Zen Culture of Kyushu and Ryukyu from
MYOSHINJI (January 1 - February 28, 2010)
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M Collection, Preservation, and Restora-
tion of Cultural Propertiess

@Collection

Works of art, archaeology, history, and ethnology are collected
to allow an advanced overview of how cultural exchanges
between Japan and Asian countries occurred. We ask for do-
nations and loaned objects to serve as important resources
for the further improvement of the quality and quantity of
exhibited items.

@Preservation

Consisting of a double-layered structure that prevents expo-
sure to the outer environment, the museum’s storage area is
located in the center of the building. The thermo-hydrostat
air-conditioning system keeps the temperature and humidity
levels constant. Not only depending on machinery but locally
procured cedar panels and humidity control materials are
used for the walls and ceiling to keep humidity levels highly
stabilized.

The museum building is engineered to protect the cultural
properties and human lives from earthquakes. The quake-
absorbing structure installed on the ground surface prevents
direct transmission of seismic shocks to the building itself,
which consequently reduces the shakes and protects cultural
properties from damage.

@Restoration

The six conservation and restoration facilities of the Museum
(production of fill-in paper and other repair materials; histori-
cal materials, calligraphy and documents; paintings; sculpture;
archaeological artifacts; and lacquer ware) work in collabora-
tion with the Museum’s Science Department, combining tradi-
tional methods with scientific research technology.

The staff, well experienced in the restoration of the coun-
try’s designated cultural properties, conduct projects actively
through discussions with curators of history, art, decorative
arts, archaeology and related fields. Latest technological
devices such as fluorescent X-ray analyzing devices and X-ray
CT scanners are also utilized in the scientific analysis of the
cultural assets to be restored.

HRIE [EROEE SEREDRA]
TH20%F7 B128~8H24H

Special exhibition “Gems from the Shimadzu Fam-
ily Documents and the Age of Atsuhime, Consort

of the Shogun” (July 12 — August 24, 2008 )

HFRlE [T=OVE THRERE —h
N - HREDIERZE ]
Te1E1818~3A15H

Special exhibition “Craftworks of Today in Kyushu
and Okinawa, Tradition & Creation” (January 1 -
March 15,2009 )
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B Educational Programs and Exchange Activities

@Education
(Dinteractive learning center for Asian and European culture, AJIPPA
AJIPPA offers an educational experience of various ethnic cultures that
historically have been enjoying interactions with Japan. We develop edu-
cational kits and visitor experience programs as well as programs in col-
laboration with other educational institutions.
(@Education programs in association with special exhibitions and cultural
exchange exhibitions (regular exhibitions)
+ Programs to improve exhibition understanding
- Conducting workshops
+ Production of guidebooks
(®Loans of “Kyu-Packs’, educational kits to be used in secondary schools
(®Campus Members Scheme to strengthen ties with universities and other
higher education institutions
(®Educational activities based on Kyuhaku Picture-Books for children
(®Supporting volunteer activities
We encourage various volunteer activities at the Museum, in areas includ-
ing display explanations, educational programs, guided tours, (including
tours of “behind the scenes”), environment, events, organizing research
materials, and general assistance.

@Exchange Activity

(DImplementing exchange projects involving cooperation with enterprises in
the local area, for improvements in the effective utilization of the Museum
facilities.

(@Promoting exchanges among Asian museums

- Concluded cultural exchange agreements with the Buyeo National Mu-
seum (Korea), the Gonguju National Museum (Korea), The Korean National
University of Cultural Heritage, and the Nanjing Museum (China)

« “Conservation of Cultural Properties and Regional Revitalization” project
with Thailand officially, approved as JICA Partnership Program since 2007

(®Hosting international symposia

- International Symposium Commemorating the Third Anniversary of the
Kyushu National Museum “Kudara, Wa and Dazaifu” (December 6 — 7, 2008)

BResearch Studies

Research concerning our main theme “Cultural Exchange between Japan and
Asian Countries” and scientific research on conservation and restoration are
actively utilized for our collection, preservation and exhibition activities. Part
of our research is financially supported by the government-funded Grant-in-
Aid for Scientific Research along with other private grants for cultural activi-
ties.

@Research studies on preservation environment
- Basic research on the construction of IPM system for museum risk manage-
ment (funded by Grant-in-Aid for Scientific Research)
- Creation of a virtual reality digital archive of ancient decorated burial
mounds in Japan (funded by Grant- in-Aid for Scientific Research)

@Research studies on cultural assets of Japan and Asian Countries

- Research of objects displayed at National Industrial Exhibitions, as basic
materials on the history of the art, industry and region of modern crafts
(funded by Grant-in-Aid for Scientific Research)

+ Research on ancient Buddhist triad iconography in Southeast Asia, focus-
ing on Thailand and Myanmar (funded by Grant-in-Aid for Scientific Re-
search)

- Basic research on examples of early pre-modern period Japanese paintings
based on pictorial models (funded by Grant-in-Aid for Scientific Research)

+ Research on the red pigment found on Haniwa terracotta figures (funded
by Grant-in-Aid for Scientific Research)

- Development of simple vacuum freeze-drying methods for the salvage
of historical materials of the modern and contemporary eras damaged in
disasters (funded by Grant-in-Aid for Scientific Research)

+ Research on religious art of East Asia focusing on Buddhist painting of the
Muromachi period (funded by Grant-in-Aid for Scientific Research)

- Study of decorative art techniques of post Tang dynasty East Asia through
excavated objects from Turki Hill Tomb, China (funded by Grant-in-Aid for
Scientific Research)

@ Research studies of conservation and preservation based on scientific
analysis

- Utilization of X-ray CT scanner data (funded by Grant-in-Aid for Scientific
Research)

- Development of a total system for the displaying of high resolution large
images (funded by Japan Science and Technology Agency)

- Scientific conservation research on the painted relics damaged by water:
conservation of relics unearthed in Jiangsu province, China (funded by
Grant-in-Aid for Scientific Research)
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ERBEE  Facilities

M Publications

The museum produces publications to promote a wider understanding of our activi-

ties.

i) The Kyushu National Museum Bulletin
Research achievements of the Kyushu National Museum are compiled in a booklet
(published annually)

ii) Asiage (visual guidebook)
A guide book providing information on cultural exchange exhibitions (regular
exhibitions) in an accessible format

iii) Asiage (quarterly magazine)
An information magazine focusing on special exhibitions (published four times a
year)

iv) Kyuhaku Picture-Books Series
The museum produces original picture books for children on Japanese history and
culture written in an accessible format to encourage understanding and familiar-
ity.

Brief History

1994 The Agency for Cultural Affairs (ACA) organizes “The Committee to
Investigate the Establishment of a Museum Based on a New Concept”

1996 The committee decides the new museum to be established in Kyushu
as the Kyushu National Museum, and Dazaifu City is selected as the site

1997 The committee announces “A Basic Statement of Policy for the Kyushu
National Museum”

1999 The committee formulates “A Basic Plan for the Kyushu National Mu-
seum”

2000 ACA, Fukuoka Prefecture, and the Incorporated Foundation to Promote
the Kyushu National Museum complete the “Basic Construction Design”
“The Expert Conference to Prepare for Construction of the Kyushu
National Museum” formulates “The Regular Exhibition Plan”

2001 ACA, Fukuoka Prefecture and the Foundation complete the “Basic Ex-
hibition Design”

The Independent Administrative Institution National Museum estab-
lishes a preparatory office for the Kyushu National Museum

2002 ACA, Fukuoka Pref. and the Foundation starts “The Construction Phase
(the first part of a three-year plan)”

2003 The Independent Administrative Institution National Museum and Fuku-
oka Pref. starts “The Exhibition Phase (the first half of a two-year plan)”

2004 ACA, Fukuoka Pref. and the Foundation complete “The Construction
Phase”

2005 The Independent Administrative Institution National Museum and
Fukuoka Pref. complete “The Exhibition Phase (the second half of a
two-year plan)”

Established as the Independent Administrative Institution National
Museum, Kyushu National Museum
Opens on October 16

2007 Integrated into the Independent Administrative Institution National
Institutes for Cultural Heritage, as Kyushu National Museum

2008 The Japan-China-ROK Trilateral Summit is held at Kyushu National
Museum

Visitor Information

Hours  9:30 - 17:00 (last admission is 30 min. before closing time)
Closed Mondays (except for National Holidays on Monday, in which case the Mu-
seum is open on the day and closed the following day instead)
December 25-31
Admissions
Adults 420 (210) yen
University Students 130 (70) yen
%( ) indicate prices for those in groups of 20 or more
%% Special fees apply for special exhibitions
% Persons with disabilities and one attendant each are admitted free
*Persons 70 years old and over, persons under 18 years old, and High
school students and under are admitted free to Cultural Exchange Exhibi-
tions
3% Admissions to regular exhibitions are free on the International Museum
Day (May 19, 2009 in lieu of Monday, May 18, 2009) and the Respect-for-
Senior-Citizen’s Day (the third Monday of September).
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Land and building are co-owned by Fukuoka Prefecture and the Institution.

Access

(Nishitetsu Dazaifu Line) 10 min. from Dazaifu Station
(JR Line) 15 min. by taxi from Futsukaichi Station
(Kyushu Expressway) 20 min. from Dazaifu or Chikushino I.C. via Takao intersection
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National Research Institute for Cultural Properties, Tokyo

SRECU LB R
AR X

SUZUKI Norio
Director General,
National Research Institute
for Cultural Properties,
Tokyo

REENEYEECORE

Investigation at the Nara National Museum

FERDORRE., SHEBROBEZRDRS
DERF

Recording of chants by Mr. Imai Yasuo, the oldest
performer of the Hosho School of Noh
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The National Research Institute for Cultural Properties, Tokyo, in its role to support the work of the government
in the administration of cultural properties, conducts fundamental, systematic, up-to-date and practical research
on diverse types of cultural properties. Furthermore, it actively disseminates the results of such research, provides
guidance and advice to local public organizations, and conducts projects related to international cooperation in
conservation as part of Japan’s activities in international contribution. Particularly in the field of conservation, it
promotes projects integrally as a member of the National Institutes for Cultural Heritage, taking into view research
related to the conservation and utilization of museum materials. With regard to international cooperation, by
establishing within the Institute the secretariat of the Japan Consortium for International Cooperation in Cultural
Heritage, which is a collaborative organization for executing integral and effective projects, the Institute aims to
further promote conservation of tangible cultural properties (cultural heritage) such as remains and historic archi-
tecture. In addition, it provides continual support and cooperation in the protection of intangible cultural proper-
ties (cultural heritage) based on the long years of experience Japan has had in this area.
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@Department of Research Programming

The Department of Research Programming is re-
sponsible for the information systems of the entire
Institute and the Institute’s public relations. It also
collects, stores, organizes, and makes available
to the public materials and images concerning
cultural properties, and promotes the effective
dissemination of information in order to further
promote archiving for the study of cultural proper-

B ZEEEULTCVET, ties. It is simultaneously engaged in investigating
research issues in art history and aims to establish
a new discipline in the field of art reference materi-
als.

O FEA S LEESR @Department of Intangible Cultural Heritage
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The Department of Intangible Cultural Heritage
conducts basic research useful for the conser-
vation and transmission of intangible cultural
properties and intangible folk cultural properties.
Audio-visual documentation, a significant method
for the conservation of intangible cultural heritage,
is conducted and new methods of documentation
are also investigated.
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@ Center for Conservation Science and Restora-
tion Techniques

The Center for Conservation Science and Restora-
tion Techniques uses scientific methods to study
and evaluate environmental conditions and char-
acteristics of cultural properties. It also conducts
research into materials, manufacturing techniques
and conditions surrounding cultural properties in
order to develop and evaluate necessary materials
and techniques for their restoration, and develops
methods for their maintenance after conservation.
Moreover, the Center works closely with those
who are actually engaged in the conservation and
restoration of cultural properties.

@ Japan Center for International Cooperation in

Conservation
The Japan Center for International Cooperation in
Conservation renders assistance to countries such
as Afghanistan, China, Thailand and Cambodia
for their conservation undertakings, including
capacity building, promoting of ties with other
institutions around the world through research
meetings, and the collecting and disseminating of
information on cultural properties and systems for
their protection.

The Center is commissioned with the manage-
ment of the office of the Japan Consortium for
International Cooperation in Cultural Heritage.

B RERDODBENRERRAT A ME—
ZADEA

Inspection of pieces of iron protective film used in
exposure test

BIEESREFE285EDAE
Investigation of Dunhuang Mogao Grottoes, Cave
285
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Inspection, Assistance and Advice on Museum
Environment
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Leaflet for the 42™ Public Lecture
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Ml Seminars / Advice / Guidance

The National Research Institute for Cultural Properties, Tokyo con-
ducts various seminars such as the International Courses on Conser-
vation of Japanese Lacquer and of Japanese Paper, Training for Mu-
seum Curators in Charge of Conservation. It also provides advice and
guidance in such projects as Advice on Preservation, Transmission
and Utilization of Intangible Cultural Heritage; Inspection, Assistance
and Advice on Museum Environment; and Investigation and Advice
concerning Conservation of Cultural Properties.

EHEELDOREH(LICETHEERSR

Investigation on the deterioration analysis of rock

surface in the Kumano Stone Buddha
M Graduate School Education / Public Lectures
The National Research Institute for Cultural Properties, Tokyo pro-
vides the results of its research to the public in the hope of nurtur-
ing the next generation of experts and rasing public interest. The
Institute has collaborated with the Tokyo University of the Arts since
1995 and is in charge of its Preventive Conservation Course. In the
Public Lectures, the Department of Research Programming and the
Department of Intangible Cultural Heritage present their research
achievements.

LU LB E IR PR EE
REDIRE(CRIT DFR

3™ Public Lecture: Giving a talk on recording of noh

BPublications

The National Research Institute for Cultural Properties, Tokyo pub-
lishes periodicals such as The Bijutsu Kenkyu (The Journal of Art Stud-
ies), Year Book of Japanese Art, Research and Reports on Intangible Cul-
tural Heritage and Science for Conservation. In addition, it publishes
various research studies.
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Front page of the website for the National Re-
search Institute for Cultural Properties, Tokyo
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lDissemination of Research Information

The National Research Institute for Cultural Properties, Tokyo is en-
gaged in actively communicating with the public and making the
results of its diverse activities, including research and international
cooperation, accessible. Publications like the Annual Report, Profile,
TOBUNKENNEWS and TOBUNKENNEWS DIGEST (English version) are
published, and the website of the Institute is updated constantly.

[RXFFZ2—RFIAIT AR

TOBUNKENNEWS DIGEST

FHED/IV T Y b [ERRX
LRI D CEAIRET D ?]

Children’s brochure

Brief History

1930 Established as The Institute of Art Research, an auxiliary organization
of the Imperial Arts Academy

1947 Affiliated with the National Museum

1950 Affiliated with the National Commission for Protection of Cultural
Properties

1952 Reorganized and renamed Tokyo National Research Institute of Cul-
tural Properties

1968 Affiliated with the Agency for Cultural Affairs

2000 Construction of new offices

2001 Restructured as the Independent Administrative Institution, National
Research Institute for Cultural Properties, Tokyo

2007 Integrated into the Independent Administrative Institution National
Institutes for Cultural Heritage, as the National Research Institute for
Cultural Properties, Tokyo
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Access

(JR Line) 10 min. from Ueno or Uguisudani Station

(Ginza or Hibiya Tokyo Metro Line) 15 min. from Ueno Station
(Chiyoda Tokyo Metro Line) 15 min. from Nezu Station

(Keisei Line) 20 min. from Ueno Station
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Nara National Research Institute for Cultural Properties

SRR ATR
Hd fEX
TANABE lkuo
Director General,
Nara National Research
Institute for Cultural
Properties

RO aYmEE

Training for treatment of inorganic material

BREEYHES

Training for treatment of organic material

T EXERE

Research into old documents at Yakushiji temple
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Nara National Research Institute for Cultural Properties, an organization that engages in the study of tangible
cultural heritage, has conducted excavation research at the Nara and Fujiwara Palace sites, investigated cultural
objects such as historical documents, ancient architecture, and gardens, and has also made efforts to preserve the
Asuka region through our research and exhibition programs. These activities contribute to the study of cultural
heritage, academic exchange, and both domestic and international supports; for example, they resulted in perma-
nent joint research partnerships with institutes in China and Korea. We also endeavor to develop new excavation
technology, research methods, and provide technical training for local government employees. Our methods of
preservation, restoration, and maintenance are not only appreciated by researchers in Japan, but are also utilized
in excavations globally. It is our responsibility to maximize the results of our efforts in research and preservation of
cultural properties.
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and historical gardens.

In addition, the Architectural History Section carries
out projects of preservative restoration on architectural
cultural properties. The Site Stabilization Section advis-
es and assists preservation and maintenance programs
carried out across Japan, practically contributing to the
governmental activities concerning the protection of
cultural properties.
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@Department of Imperial Palace Sites Investigations
The Department of Imperial Palace Sites Investigations
conducts excavation research in the Heijo and Asuka/
Fujiwara regions, and performs interdisciplinary re-
search. The outcomes of this research are used in the
preservation and utilization of the Imperial Palace sites,
as well as being made public in meetings, reports, and
exhibition rooms.

[Department of Imperial Palace Sites Investiga-
tions (Heijo)]

This department is in charge of excavation research at
the Nara Palace Site, where the imperial palace and gov-
ernment offices were located in the Nara period (710-
784). Organized research has progressed since 1954,
and today, almost 30% of the 130 hectare site has been
completely excavated and surveyed. The maintenance
projects are progressing in the excavated areas, the re-
construction of the Suzaku Gate and the Eastern Palace
Garden has finished, and the reconstruction of the First
Imperial Audience Hall is currently under way.

[Department of Imperial Palace Sites Investiga-
tions (Asuka/Fujiwara)]

This department is in charge of excavation research in

the Asuka/Fujiwara region, which served as a political,

economic, and cultural center after the early Japanese

state was first established.

The region contains sites, including palaces, residenc-
es of elite clans, the sites of temples such as Asukadera
temple: the oldest Buddhist temple in Japan, a work-
shop that produced ancient coins and glass, a water
clock, and various tombs. In the northern region, the
site of the Fujiwara capital, the first large-scale capital
city in Japan, covers a vast area of more than five square
kilometers. Interdisciplinary research to reconstruct the
historical record is progressing through the excavation
research of these sites.
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Nara Palace site
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Imperial court of the Fujiwara Palace site
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Dendrochronological research of the Tamamushino
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Periodical inspection of bronze bells excavated from the
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Asuka Historical Museum
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International project for conservation of Western Prasat
Top, Angkor
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@Center for Archaeological Operations
The Center for Archaeological Operations consists of
four sections.

The Conservation Science Section studies and de-
velops analytic methods for investigating the material
and structure of archaeological objects. It also provides
technical assistance and advice to local governments.

The Environmental Archaeology Section studies the
remains of flora and fauna in order to simulate ancient
environments and nature.

The Dating Section conducts research in how to apply
the methods of dendrochronology to the fields of ar-
chaeology, history, architectural history, and art history.

The Archaeological Research Methodology Section
studies the technology of excavation, in order to im-
prove the quality of investigation at historical sites and
to increase efficiency in field activity.

@Asuka Historical Museum
Asuka Historical Museum, a facility displaying the his-
torical articles of the region, was established in 1975
in Okuyama, the eastern gate to Asuka. The museum
has regularly exhibited items that were excavated from
palaces, tombs, and temple sites. The reconstructed
portion of the eastern cloister of Yamadadera temple
and objects excavated around its site are also exhibited.
The special exhibitions, held every spring and au-
tumn, feature the unearthed cultural properties of the
Asuka region and explore the history of Asuka. The mu-
ral paintings of the Kitora tomb have been displayed in
special exhibitions held in spring since 2006. Featured
exhibitions are held in summer and winter to introduce
the research achievements of the Nara National Re-
search Institute for Cultural Properties.

@International Academic Exchanges

Nara National Research Institute for Cultural Properties
contributes to international exchange through activities
such as joint research, exchange of researchers, technical
training, and preservation and restoration, and partici-
pates in international cooperation projects conducted
by other institutions such as ACCU (Asia/Pacific Cultural
Centre for UNESCO) and JICA (Japan International Coop-
eration Agency).

The ongoing joint research projects are as follows: (1)
joint research on the Luoyang site, the ancient capital
of Han and Wei dynasties, with the Chinese Academy
of Social Science; (2) joint research on the Huangye and
Baihe kiln sites located in the city of Gongyi, with the Ar-
chaeological Institute of Henan Province, China; (3) joint
research on Sui and Tang graves in the Chaoyang district
with the Archaeological Institute of Lioning Province, Chi-
na; (4) a comparative study of ancient capitals of Japan
and Korea, together with human resource exchanges at
excavation projects, with the National Research Institute
for Cultural Properties, Korea; (5) conservation project of
the Western Prasat Top, one of the historical sites of Ang-
kor, along with human resource development, with the
Authority for the Protection and Management of Angkor
and the Region of Siem Reap (APSARA); (6) conservation
project on the Bamiyan site in Afghanistan, along with
human resource development, with the National Re-
search Institute for Cultural Properties, Tokyo. In addition,
we are carrying out international cooperation activities
concerning the preservation projects of the Thang Long
citadel discovered in Hanoi, Vietnam, together with the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Agency for Cultural Affairs,
and the Japan Consortium for International Cooperation
in Cultural Heritage.
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1988

2001
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The Nara Cultural Properties Research Institute (consisting of the General Affairs Division,
the Historical Research Division, the Architecture Research Division, and the Art Research
Division) is established at 50 Kasugano-cho, Nara city, as an auxiliary organization of the
National Commission for the Protection of Cultural Properties

Renamed the Nara National Cultural Properties Research Institute

The office of the Heijo Palace Site Investigations opens at the Nara Palace Site in Sakihi-
gashi-machi, Nara

The Division of Heijo Palace Site Investigations was established

Becomes an affiliated organization of the Agency for Cultural Affairs established this year
The Nara Palace Site Museum opens

The Finance Section, the Division of Asuka/Fujiwara Palace Investigations, and the Asuka
Historical Museum are established

The Department of General Affairs and the Center for Archaeological Operations are estab-
lished

The Asuka Historical Museum opens at Okuyama in Asuka village, Nara

The Art Research Division is transferred to the Research Center for Buddhist Art. Nara Na-
tional Museum

Relocated to Nijo-cho, Nara city

The Division of Heijo Palace Site Investigations and the Center for Archaeological Opera-
tions are transferred together to the new site

A new headquarters building of the Division of Asuka/Fujiwara Palace Site Investigations is
built at 94-1, Kinomoto-cho, Kashihara city

Restructured as the Independent Administrative Institution National Research Institute for
Cultural Properties, Nara

Integrated into the Independent Administrative Institution National Institutes for Cultural Herit-
age, as Nara National Research Institute for Cultural Properties
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@Nara Palace Site Museum
Hours: 9:00 - 16:30 (last admission at 16:00, charge-free)
Closed: Mondays (except for National Holidays on Mondays, in which case the museum is open

on the day and closed the following day instead), year-end and New Year holidays
June 1,2009 - March 31, 2010 due to renovation
Free guides by volunteers available

Phone: 0742-30-6753 Information Division

@Exhibition Room of Fujiwara Palace Site
Hours: 9:00 - 16:30 (charge-free)
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Closed: Saturdays, Sundays, National Holidays; year-end and New Year holidays
Phone: 0744-24-1122 Department of Imperial Palace Sites Investigations (Asuka/Fujiwara)

@Asuka Historical Museum

Hours: 9:00 - 16:30 (last admission at 16:00)
Closed: Mondays (except for National Holidays on Monday, in which case the museum is open
on the day and closed the following day instead), year-end and New Year holidays
Admissions: Adults 260 (170) yen
University Students 130 (60) yen
3%( ) indicate prices for those in groups of 20 or more
3% Additional charge is required for special exhibitions
%% Persons with disabilities and one attendant each are admitted free
¥ Persons under 18 years old, and High school students and under are admitted free to
regular exhibitions
Note: Guides available (free of charge, reservations required)
Phone: 0744-54-3561 Asuka Historical Museum
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Access

(Kintetsu Line) 20 min. by taxi from Yamato Yagi Station to the institute
20 min. by taxi from Kashihara Jingu Mae Station to Asuka Historical Museum

(Kintetsu Line) 10 min. from Yamato Saidaiji Station to the institute and

the Nara Palace Site Museum

(Nara Kotsu Bus from JR and Kintetsu Nara Stations) 3 min. from Nijo-cho

stop to Nara Palace Site Museum
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