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The Independent Administrative Institution National
Institutes for Cultural Heritage was established in April
2007 as a result of a merger of two institutions, The Na-
tional Museum and The National Research Institute for
Cultural Properties. The current Institution consists of
four national museums, each in Tokyo, Kyoto, Nara and
Kyushu; together with the research institutes in Tokyo
and Nara.

Our main role is to securely support the foundation of
Japan’s cultural properties protection policies as a central
foothold for the preservation and the succession of Japa-
nese history and traditional culture.

We also bear the important task to fully mobilize our
knowledge and experience for the protection of cultural
properties — our precious national heritage, as well as to
provide occasions for people to appreciate our cultural
assets, and furthermore, to disseminate the essence of
Japanese culture to the world.

Today at a time when we must confront severe social
and economical situations, we need to accomplish our
missions step by step as well as in a steady way. | believe
that fulfilling our social responsibilities will be the cause
of wide public cooperation and support.

We sincerely hope to receive your cooperation and

support as we continue our efforts towards our goals.



