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The Tokyo National Museum engages in the collection, preservation, and exhibition of Asian cultural properties, especially those from Japan, and it also con-
ducts research studies and educational programs.

RREMEYEEE5F (1872) [CRINSNCHATH O EBHRVELRZR DEYEE T,

ZEICHBNTCE, AEXIEMOERE. TORFEEICEDDCLEFDERD. EEFEH
([CRET OHBEMADHRZEN U, EMREDERME(ICOVWCIERZRDOEXRZERALTH
DFET,

FTHR20FER [BEE ZHESE] Z(EUs. fIFZ LRSRFIRZREL. LDELDHR
KRICCHRBULCEEWEERZTHEDE TN, 2oL TH. ELDOFEMRIIZEE’RT LD
ITRZERDEEDIC, FYaF)bEyF—EUTHADESE - ERUSFLDEREEZ
MDeHDHBEERDIBHEEZHEEL. BEE - GHXEORERREULTCRALTENDR

a_o
EREVIEYREE Established in 1872, the Tokyo National Museum is the oldest museum in Japan.
1&@ *E_ In conjunction with our primary mission of the display, preservation and restoration of tangible cultural herit-
age, we endeavor to develop multifaceted projects to deepen the understanding of our visitors concerning the
SATO Teiichi conservation of cultural properties, based on our research achievements.
Executive Director, In fiscal year 2008 we will hold more special exhibitions beginning with “National Treasures from Yakushi-ji Tem-
Tokyo National Museum ple”, hoping to attract even more visitors to the museum. At the same time, we will take innovative approaches

to hold more thematic exhibitions in the regular displays of our permanent collection, and as a national center of
historical and traditional culture, will do our best to promote leading education programs to enhance understand-
ing of Japanese history and culture, and Asian culture.

.Eﬁ; . {Z\\Bﬁ HExhibitions

@Regular Exhibitions

)

OFRR " e ~ o Regular exhibitions, where works from the collec-
TEEE. ZEONER. FAmZRTISD tion and loaned artifacts are displayed, comprise

DT, HEODEBREHXDDZER T BHDTI, F the core function of exhibition activity. Exhibits are

=) — == Sl <17 rotated periodically about 200 times a year. 6,000
B200ElE E QR E ZE R %mﬁ/b\\ L items will be displayed in fiscal 2008. Each gallery
20%FE(3#96, 000HDXULH Z B - RFT D has regular exhibits as follows:

FECT. BRTECEDFBIFRDKIDICHED HONKAN: (Japanese Gallery): The “Highlights of

TWET, Japanese Art,” an overview of Japanese
o - PrEg— & _ N art in chronological order from the

A B |—_E| K_%WISD/)"‘*U t\EE bh_fﬁ%}ZH%ftb\ Jomon to Edo periods occupies the 2nd
5 TR E CORRIERERR(2F) &. floor, while exhibitions on the 1st floor
BRI E DR BR(1M). are categorized by genre, such as sculp-
AR CERLTVET tures, ceramics, swords, and thematic

g " 2, X exhibitions.

SUFEE L HE. SRS REY7. BB 1 7oY0KAN: (Asian Gallery): Features fine arts and
VR BrYY. TITMNEEDFEME archaeological objects from China, Ko-
IT=, ZEwERRLTVETD, rea, Southeast Asia, India, West Asia, and

T e AY - —n L . N Egypt.

FRRER - %E@ﬂ’\i(] F&) [i %%Y_%KEH%{-&% HEISEIKAN: Contains archaeological objects such
FUHETELEYZRRL. TEE as clay pottery vessels and bronze bells
= (1F8) ClIISERY | PHE L NEE from the Jomon and Yayoi periods in
CEEURBREERT>TLET the Japanese Archaeology Gallery (1st

. e s . | ek ; floor), displays concerning educational

BEFEYER | RROEESFDOEE(CRIS T programs and specific themes in the
TEEYI00ERD ZIWNE - BmULTL Thematic Exhibition Room (1st floor).
*d, The Gallery of Horyuji Treasures: Features more

E bR EIE 2008
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Number of objects in collection: 112,439 (including 87 National Treasures and 619 Important Cultural Properties)
Number of objects on loan: 2,743 (including 53 National Treasures and 264 Important Cultural Properties)

(Figures as of March 31, 2008)

HT110-8712 fREPEFKXLEHFLE13-9 METEL 03-3822-1111(¢t%) Mhttp://www.tnm.jp/
13-9 Ueno Park, Taito-ku, Tokyo, 110-8712 Phone: +81-3-3822-1111 http://www.tnm.jp/
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(F20FE1 18188~ FwH214281H)

than 300 treasures donated to the Impe-
rial family from Horyuji temple in Nara.

HYOKEIKAN: Serves as an Education Center. Ap-
peals to a wide range of visitors by offer-
ing programs and educational events.
Also used as a venue for special exhibi-
tions on occasion, in which case educa-
tional programs may be held elsewhere.

Kuroda Memorial Hall: Displays the works of Kuro-
da Seiki, a Japanese modern painter.

@Thematic Exhibitions

Held as a part of the regular exhibitions, these ex-
hibitions focus on specific themes. The following
are examples of thematic exhibitions held in fiscal
2008:

- Cooperative Program for the Conservation of
Japanese Art Works in Overseas Collections (May
13 - May 25, 2008)

+ The Museum’s Aquarium (June 25 - August 31,
2008)

- Disasters — Tokyo National Museum and Earth-
quakes (August 5 - September 15, 2008)

- Decorative Designs Preferred by Tea Masters —
Imported Fabrics and Jingdezhen Kiln (Septem-
ber 9 - October 19, 2008)

+ Jizai - Articulated Animal Figures (November 18,
2008 - February 1, 2009)

TREREREE
MhEDE A~ RhSEAN]

The Path of Buddha

SaA—IVLITEI—
MUSEUM THEATER

E bR 2008 11



KRR [LAFILR -5 - JrvF-X
FDRE]
Fpt 19438208 ~68 17H

Special Exhibition “The Mind of Leonardo - The Univer-
sal Genius at Work”
(March 20 - June 17, 2007)

BRIE TXE)IE]

TR 19%F10A108~1282H

Special Exhibition “Legacy of the Tokugawa - The Glories
and Treasures of the Last Samurai Dynasty”

(October 10 - December 2, 2007)

A0=)LT70OI5 LRR

School program in the galleries

RREMAFZERS VT 1 7ICKD [
HL] OffELERUEREF S U—
h—URR

Display of the process for producing “Repousse Buddhist

Images” by students of the Tokyo National University of
Fine Arts and Music, and gallery talk

(X Ticn) HERSR

Research on the “lllustrated Biography of Prince Shotoku”

12 EMXER#EEIE 2008
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@Special Exhibitions and Co-organized
Exhibitions
Special exhibitions and co-organized exhibitions
are held as occasions to present the outcome of
our research activities or to meet a wide variety of
visitors’ demands. The following are special exhibi-
tions held in fiscal 2008:
+ National Treasures from Yakushi-ji Temple (March
25 - June 8, 2008)
+ France meets Japan - Ukiyo-e Influence on
French Ceramics (July 1 — August 3, 2008)
+ Dueling Geniuses: The Greatest Highlights of
Japanese Artists (July 8 - August 17, 2008)
« Cultural Heritage of Sri Lanka - The Land of Ser-
endipity (September 17 - November 30, 2008)
« Treasures by Rinpa Masters—Inheritance and In-
novation (October 7 — November 16, 2008)
+ Fukuzawa Yukichi — Shaping the Future (working
title) (January 10 — March 8, 2009)
» Masterpieces of Zen Culture from Myoshinji
(January 20 — March 1, 2009)

@0Overseas Exhibitions

+ Temple Treasures of a Sacred Mountain Daigo-ji:
the Secret Buddhism in Japan (April 25 - August
24,2008)
(Venue: Art and Exhibition Hall of the Federal
Republic of Germany, Bonn)
(Organized by: the National Institutes for Cul-
tural Heritage; Tokyo National Museum, Nara
National Museum)

+ Samurai. Treasures of the Japanese Daimyo (May
23 - July 16, 2008)
(Venue: The Moscow Kremlin Museums, Russia)

BMEducational Programs
As a central national facility, we plan and execute
educational programs that serve as models for
other museums in cooperation with schools and
volunteers. We also try to offer a variety of educa-
tional opportunities for better understanding of
Japanese traditional culture and history as well as
Asian culture.
(OEducational opportunities
+ Educational project suitable for national facility
Education Centre
- Promotion of cooperative programs with
schools
Offering school programs (Appreciation Sup-
port, Work Experience Program)
+ Partnership with universities
Campus Members System
- Gallery talks and lectures
(OVolunteer activities
- Participation in a variety of interpretive tours

MResearch Studies

We conduct systematic research of cultural prop-

erties in Asia, especially in Japan, and have the

outcome reflected in our work in collection, pres-

ervation, and exhibition. Research is partially sup-

ported by Grants in Aid for Scientific Research and

other grants for cultural activities.

The following are examples of research conducted

in 2008:

- Special Research Project on the “lllustrated Biog-
raphy of Prince Shotoku”(Horyuji Treasure)

+ Special Research Project on calligraphy collec-
tions

+ Museum Education: Developing innovative
education projects for the dissemination of tradi-
tional Japanese culture and case-study analysis



PAL: A Brief History
BEA EBEEws 5 C havelrs g = 1872 Started as the Museum of the Ministry of Education. Originally organized as
HA5F(1872) |IBSEREDORME CHESNICBAYIDEE

aBC, [TEaEYE EUTER the first public exposition in Japan carried out by the ministry in the former

R s e Seido in Yushima, Tokyo.

Ba8%(1875) W?%éP)T%&@ZDo BREIX 3 (K E%Uﬁ*\ 1875 Transferred to the supervision-of the Ministry of Interior. Museum had eight

T=H8M. =i, B BB, AR BEED8 exhibition categories: natural products, agriculture and forestation, industrial

RPY technology, art, history, education, religion, and land & sea.
A 154(1882) FEEKSALGIOETE | CgE 1882 Moved to the present location, a site formerly occupied by the Hombo (head-

R e quarters) of Kaneiji temple.
BEa224(1889) E.ViéFﬁE‘:@ [FHESYE] £8D 1889 Reorganized as the Imperial Museum under the supervision of the Imperial
BA33F (1900) [RRTHEEYEE] Loin Household Agency.
BEA 1900 Renamed the Tokyo Imperial Household Museum.
FA424F (1909) FHEBMERIE
S| Nt 1909 The Hyokeikan was established.

ALE126(1923) E@?f&il‘;c}: 0 ‘ﬁ |F|$§E72_\}E = L 1923 The former Honkan building was destroyed in the Great Kanto Earthquake.
KIE144(1925) EEEDB@glJDD%KDBé@?R@%ﬁE({EE@lL 1938 The present Honkan building was completed.

*4?4@4@@@)%(:*5% 1947 Transferred to the supervision of the Ministry of Education, and renamed the
BA1134(1938) EHEDAMEORIE National Museum.
122t (1947) XHEICBE [EISWER] S35 122421 ?:ergﬁerhoefLoct(ryo N?:;Z:alroel\ﬂsl::::lnrlr building) was opened

e y yuji u uilding) w; X

EMN274(1952) [SRRENEYER] ST 1968 Became affiliated with the Agency for Cultural Affairs.
AFI39F (1964) EREFEYE (BEE) HFHE Toyokan was opened.
BAI43FE(1968) X bFrDME#EE LD 1999 The Gallery of Horyuji Treasures and the Heiseikan were opened.

ESpeaeyaN T 2001 Transformed into the Independent Administrative Institution National Mu-
- N — . . - | seum, Tokyo National Museum.
A1 14(1999) EESFEYREDRIE. DOWCFMEED R 2007 Integrated into the Independent Administrative Institution National Institute

RT3 (2001)  IRITEUANEIL B8R RREMISYE LD
FR19E(2007)  MIATEOANEIL LI RREMIBYEC
2%

for Cultural Heritage, as the Tokyo National Museum.

Visitor Information

Hours 9:30 - 17:00 (last admission is 30 mins. before closing time)
Open until 20:00 on the Fridays during special exhibition periods from April
to November, open until 18:00 on Saturdays, Sundays, and the National Holi-
days From April to November

Closed Mondays (except for National Holidays on Monday, in which case the mu-
seum is open on the holiday and closed the following Tuesday instead), year-
end and New Year holidays (December 28 - January 1)

Admissions
Adults 600 (500) yen
University/High School Students 400 (300) yen

UTES

BIERSR9:30~17:00 (ABE(FEARED30FIET)
4R ~11RORFIERERBROEREHE20:.00F T
A4R~11R0LE. BE. fH. REARIF18.00FT
HAERIFEARRD30DRIE T

K 88 H/BEE (CRURBFEIREREDSHEFEE(ICKRE)
FRFH (128288~181H)

TEEHER—#& 600 (500) M

KF4400 (300) M

¥()AF202L _EOEFEIE

HFRIRDSAFRIRE

XEHRVEEZONES 1 B ABORICEN
WEFIRDIBRDINE

o 70l E. BREMTEFEBRICDOVTIEER

xEREYEOR (5818H). #EDOHIE. TEE
DIHER

JERBEE  Facilities

Junior high school students and under Free of charge

¥ () indicate prices for those in groups of 20 or more

3% Additional charge is required for special exhibitions

3% A person with disability and each one attendant are free of charge

% People aged 70 years or older are free of charge

3% Admissions to regular exhibitions are free on the International Museum
Day (May 18) and the Respect-for-Senior-Citizen’s Day the third Monday of

September.

m
— N () l N h |
THOEE 120,258 (BEESME. WHEEZD) ~
Land Area (including the Kuroda Memorial Hall and the Yanase Villa) EEFEs L HREIEYE
E ] EEE )
Buildings $EREEETE Building Area 21,897 $E E & Gross Floor Area 71,642 -_* P .
— RREAM
E\nﬂ;of%un dings FRAREE Bf Exhibition AreaTotal 18,270 R E
INEEEEFE 5t Repository AreaTotal 9,185 l fEe
[Ehviizped
ZE .
ﬁnkan & SBEEERE Building Area 6,602 E E & GrossFloor Area 22,416 (3] e
B/NEFE Exhibition Area 7,346  UXER/ESEIF& Repository Area 4,456 LR
'Ti/o/kfn & $EERMEME Building Area 2,892 #IE [H & Gross Floor Area 12,531
FR/REI Exhibition Area 3,409 UNER/EBEI Repository Area 2,293 JREFFIRAEO. FIcIFERERTE 5109
SIS RREXA bO  iREER - BEER LR, TRHERIRZ
iiseimkan 8 J2LEERE Building Area 5529 JE [H & Gross Floor Area 19,393 ER RS 155159 " ’ ’
B/REA Exhibition Area 4,478  INEEEEIE Repository Area 2,119 e - ,
e FREY% RIS 5159
;he Ga\”e:::,iof Horyuji JREEEME Building Area 1,934 $E E & GrossFloorArea 4,030
Treasures B/NEAE Exhibition Area 1,462  UXER/EEEIF& Repository Area 292
fofkf‘ﬁ $EEMEME Building Area 1,130 #E [E & Gross FloorArea 2,077
JR7REE Exhibition Area 1,179
EHE=RE
Kur%l:lan%:miial Hall $REEMAE Building Area 705 fiE [ F&GrossFloor Area 1,958
B/RNEA Exhibition Area 396 UXE/ESTEIAR Repository Area 25
z D iy
Others B Building Area 2,477  JE [H #& Gross FloorArea 8,535 BT SO {E B ETEE 2008 13
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The Kyoto National Museum is responsible for conducting research, preservation, exhibition, and educational activities with an emphasis on the history and
culture of Kyoto, which served as the capital from the Heian period (794-1192) until the end of the Edo period in 1603.

RBEIEER
EQR KFE
SASAKI Johei

Executive Director,
Kyoto National Museum

BERD [BEEmDEUED |
FER19F11821H~12824H

Thematic Exhibition “Gifts from the Kyoto Museum: The
Beginnings of the Kyoto National Museum Collections”
(November 21 - December 24, 2007 )

EERRYI (8D EHBAF]
FR20F2H23H~3830H

Thematic Exhibition “Hina Matsuri and Japanese Dolls”
(February 23 - March 30, 2008 )

14 EMER#EEIE 2008
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The Kyoto National Museum places a special importance on Kyoto, where traditional culture has developed, flour-
ished and remained at the heart of Japanese art and culture over the centuries. We take measures to contribute to
the community at large and work to increase understanding of the unique aspects of traditional Kyoto culture as
they developed and spread throughout Japan.

We would like to offer our visitors opportunities to enjoy works of art in a relaxing environment while simultane-
ously establishing a balance between collection, preservation and research, as well as exhibition, and education.

From December this year renovation work will be carried out on the Collections Hall for regular exhibitions and
it will be closed for a short period. However, during this time we look forward to continuing to welcome visitors to

our special exhibitions held in the Special Exhibition Hall.

W - 25
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HMExhibitions

@Regular Exhibitions

Regular exhibitions are held in the Collections Hall.
The works of fine arts and decorative arts, which
were produced until the late 19th century, are
displayed by genre: paintings, sculpture, decora-
tive arts, calligraphy, and archaeological objects.
Approximately 650 items (18 rotations/ year) are
exhibited every year. The Collections Hall is sched-
uled to close for a short period from December
2008, due to renovation work.

@Thematic Exhibitions and Special Features
Thematic Exhibitions are held in part of the Col-
lections Hall and are based on exploring specific
themes.

- The Milieu of The Tale of Genji: Archaeological
Discoveries from the Heian Period (April 2 - June
29,2008)

« Commemorating the completion of the res-
toration treatment of the Shinto deities from
Kumano Shrine, Yamagata Prefecture (April 2 -
June 29,2008)

» New Acquisitions (May 21 - June 22, 2008 )

« Seventy Years Later: Sugimoto Tetsuro's Repro-
duction of Ajanta and Sigiriya Cave Paintings
(June 25 - July 27,2008 )

+ Sakamoto Ryoma(July 23 - August 31, 2008 )
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Number of objects in collection: 6,386 (including 27 National Treasures and 177 Important Cultural Properties) g

Number of objects on loan: 6,154 (including 83 National Treasures and 605 Important Cultural Properties)

(Figures as of March 31, 2008)

. BT605-0931 REAREFHRILXFEAIS27 MTEL 075-541-1151(XFK)
527 Chayamachi, ngashlyama -ku, Kyoto City, Kyoto Prefecture 605-0931
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@5Special Exhibitions and Co-organized
Exhibitions

Special and co-organized exhibitions are held in

the Special Exhibition Hall.

- Commemorating the 120th Memorial of Ka-
wanabe Kyosai - Bridging Modernity in the Ad-
ventures of the Audacious 19th-century Painter
Kyosai (April 8 - May 11, 2008 )

« Export Lacquer : Reflection of the West in Black
and Gold Makie (October 18 — December 7, 2008 )

« Treasures of the Kyoto Imperial Palace (tentative
title)(January 10 - February 22,2009 )

+ In Commemoration of the 650th Memorial of
the Founding Priest Muso:

The Treasures of Myoshin-ji Temple (tentative
title) (March 24 — May 10, 2009 )

B Collection, Preservation, and Restoration
of Cultural Properties

Since the museum’s establishment, a number of
treasures from historical temples and shrines have
been loaned to the Kyoto National Museum. Mean-
while, the number of objects in the collection, with
a focus on art or archeological items related to
Kyoto culture, has increased yearly thanks to pur-
chases and donations.

These cultural properties must be restored and
conserved appropriately so they may be enjoyed
and appreciated by future generations. The Con-
servation Center for Cultural Properties, the first
comprehensive restoration facility in Japan, was
established in 1980 to meet that need.

Mhttp://www.kyohaku.go.jp/ ==
http://www.kyohaku.go.jp i

BhRER [FEKE
FR19%10A168~11818H

Special Exhibition “Momoyama Super Painter Kano
Eitoku” (October 16 — November 18, 2007 )

ot
XALBHRIFAEIERT

The Conservation Center for Cultural Properties

EN AL 2008
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Museum Children’s Club

BB VRID A

International Symposium

S CTEYER

Rakugo at the Museum
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BEducational Activities
(OStudent Programs
- Preparation of The Museum Dictionary, explana-
tory sheets about art works, for elementary and
junior high school students. Archives of The Mu-
seum Dictionary are also posted on the museum’
s web site
+ The Museum Children’s Club arranges seminars
according to thematic exhibitions.
(O Cooperation with Kyoto University for the edu-
cation of graduate school students
- As visiting professors at the Graduate School of
Human and Environmental Studies, Kyoto Uni-
versity, our curators provide academic educa-
tion and research
(OSeminars and Lectures
- Saturday Lecture Series (about 30 lectures a
year)
Our curators give lectures about exhibitions al-
most every Saturday
- Summer seminars (July 30- August 1, 2008)
Exploring the theme of “Infection and Transfor-
mation of Culture "
- International Symposium (November 8, 2008)
In connection with the special exhibition“Export
Lacquer: Reflection of the West in Black and
Gold Makie”
OPublications
We publish various materials, including the an-
nual The Kyoto National Museum Bulletin and
catalogues of the collections.

MResearch Studies

Since 1979 the Kyoto National Museum has con-
ducted organized research on cultural properties
owned by temples and shrines in Kyoto. Presently,
we are surveying the properties and heritage
of Kennin-ji temple. The result of each research
project is published in the journal Art Survey of
Temples and Shrines in Kyoto (currently vol. 23); the
journal serves to document the actual condition
of cultural properties to such a high degree of ac-
curacy that it will also serve as the ledgers of items
within each temple or shrine.

M Other Activities

(ORakugo at the Museum
Rakugo performances, traditional comic story-
telling which originated in Kyoto, are held four
times a year highlighting seasonal themes. In
addition, lectures and concerts may be held pe-
riodically.
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Brief History

1889 Established as the Imperial Museum of Kyoto under the supervision of the
Imperial Household Agency

1897 First exhibition held

1900 Renamed The Imperial Household Museum of Kyoto

1924 Donated to Kyoto City; renamed the Imperial Gift Museum of Kyoto

1952 Transferred to the national government; renamed the Kyoto National Mu-
seum

1966 Establishment of The Collections Hall

1969 The Special Exhibition Hall, the Main Gate, the ticket booth, and the gate-
fences were designated as Important Cultural Properties under the name of
“the Former Imperial Museum of Kyoto”

1973 The Saturday lecture series started

1979 The Conservation Center for Cultural Properties was established

2001 The South Gate was constructed as part of a new construction project of the
100th Year Anniversary Hall (tentative name)

2001 Transformed into the Independent Administrative Institution National Mu-
seum, Kyoto National Museum

2007 Integrated into the Independent Administrative Institution National Institute
for Cultural Heritage, as the Kyoto National Museum

Visitor Information

Hours  9:30 - 17:00 (last admission is 30 mins. before closing time)
Open until 18:00 during special exhibition periods
(Open until 20:00 on the Fridays during those periods)

Closed Mondays (except for when National Holidays fall on Monday, in which case
the museum is open on the holiday and closed the following Tuesday in-
stead), The Collections Hall closed for renovation work: December 12, 2008
- January 9, 2009, February 23, 2009 - March 23, 2009

Admissions

Adults: 500 (400) yen

University/High School Students: 250 (200) yen

Junior high school students and under: Free

% ( ) indicate prices for those in groups of 20 or more

% Additional charge is required for special exhibitions

3% Persons with disabilities and one attendant are free of charge

% People aged 70 years or older are free of charge

3% Admissions to regular exhibitions are free on the 2nd and 4th Saturday
every month, International Museum Day (May 18) and on the Respect-
for-Senior-Citizen’s Day (3rd Monday of September)
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The Nara National Museum collects, preserves, researches, exhibits, and conducts educational programs on cultural properties with an emphasis on Buddhist

art.

ZRETEYEE
=l B—
YUYAMA Kenichi,

Executive Director,
Nara National Museum
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Since its opening in 1895, the Nara National Museum has been engaged in the collection, preservation, research,
and educational programs of cultural properties, especially artworks related to Buddhism. With the support of the
neighboring shrines and temples over the many years, the museum has been able to successfully introduce peo-
ple to the magnificence of Japanese Buddhist art as well as its historical background. In the future, we would like
to utilize our historical and cultural perspectives to create a new Nara culture, where the necessity of internation-
alization and transfer of information can be fulfilled simultaneously.

= . AN Exhibition
.’E/\ (l\ﬁﬁ MExhibitions
@Regular Exhibitions
OFEERE An exhibition titled “Masterpieces of Buddhist
. = o " e Art”is in the Honkan (main building) and the West
Mh#RiiDzae] CBL. RERUTEHE T Wing. The exhibits in the Honkan are Japanese
ToCTWVWET, REETIE. KFIDILeBERDE sculptures (especially those of Nara Buddha), Bud-
_ » — . N dhist statues, featured works of art, sculptures
UleBAFZIPEGRIRRGEBED®RS. 25— from China, India, and Korea, and a collection of
< - hE - SgFEORZ. FEHREHER I ancient Chinese bronze vessels. The exhibits in the
- - — . West Wing are grouped by genre; paintings, callig-
Y3 VERRUCWVWET, TR ClisE - & raphy, decorative arts, or archaeology. Objects in
- T= - Z2Yv VILRICBRUTWVETD, regular exhibits are rotated about 15 times a year,
— o _ so about 800 objects are displayed annually.
TEECTEH. EHNEERIE (F15EEE) [C

£ D, K8OOHDXEH Z R FLZLETD,

ORI @Thematic Exhibitions .
ENETITSNFURDT —VBRC I, organized o explore a specitc theme,

- BERERIBI D—IRERD O — - Expressions of Architecture: Yayoi to Heian pe-

NV jod (J 14 - July 13,2008)

(FRL20F6R14H~7713H) : gﬁ—Mal:?L?ri and tuhz Sacred Art of Kasuga

- BAREEREMOZEM (December 6, 2008 - January 18, 2009)
(EFm20F 12H6H~2141/818H)

- HBKED (FEH21E2R7H~3H158)

- Treasures of Todaiji's Omizutori Ritual
(February 7 — March 15, 2009)
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Number of objects in collection: 1,794 (including 12 National Treasures'and 99 important Cultural Properties)
Number of objects on loan: 2,057 (including 55 National Treasures and 319 Important Cultural Properties)
) (Figures as of March 31, 2008)

HET630-8213 RRESREHEXIZEIS0 MTEL 0742-22-7771 (({xK)
50 Noborioji-cho, Nara City, Nara Prefecture 630-8213 Phone: +81-742-22-7771
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@Special Exhibitions

+ Pegasus and the Heavenly Horses: Thundering
Hoofs on the Silk Road (April 5 - June 1, 2008)

+ National Treasures from the Golden Hall of
Horyu-ji Temple (June 14 - July 21, 2008)

+ Worshipping Kannon: Treasures from the Thirty-
three Pilgrimage Sites of Western Japan (August
1 - September 28, 2008)

+ The 60th Annual Exhibition of Shoso-in Treas-
ures (late October — early November, 2008 (dates
to be confirmed))

@Overseas Exhibitions

+ Temple Treasures of a Sacred Mountain Daigo-ji:
the Secret Buddhism in Japan (April 25 — August
24, 2008) (Venue: Art and Exhibition Hall of the
Federal Republic of Germany, Bonn)
(Co-organized by the National Institutes for
Cultural Heritage; Tokyo National Museum, Nara
National Museum)

M Collection, Preservation, and Restoration of

Cultural Properties
We make efforts to collect tangible cultural prop-
erties, the valuable assets of the people of Japan,
via purchase, donation, and loan.

We maintain the environment for our collections
with meticulous care, by constantly controlling the
temperature and humidity in our exhibition and
storage areas.

Most cultural properties are made of extremely
fragile materials such as paper and wood. There-
fore, the museum must take proactive steps to pre-
serve these objects for future generations. For this
reason, in 2002 we established the Conservation
Center for Cultural Properties to handle restoration
projects.

™

XACEHRIAAETER

Conservation Center for Cultural Properties

1E12

Restoration
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M Educational Programs

We promote a variety of educational programs to

increase understanding about the importance of

cultural properties.

(D Collection and distribution of information and
materials concerning cultural properties

(@Programs for students

Ex: the world heritage class for fifth graders, edu-
cational lectures for teachers

(@)Lectures and seminars

Ex: Public lectures, museum talks, summer seminar
series, the Shoso-in academic symposium, and
international symposia

(®Cooperation with universities and colleges

Ex: Campus Members System, internship pro-
grams, interview classes at the Open University
of Japan, and joint lectures with Nara Women'’s
University and Kobe University

(®Promotion of volunteer activities

MResearch Studies

We consider research study to be the most impor-

tant task because the outcomes will be reflected in

our exhibitions. In 2008 the Nara National Museum
conducted the following thematic research:

(D Systematic research on shrines and temples in
Nara

(@ Optical research on Buddhist artworks as joint
research with the National Research Institute for
Cultural Properties, Tokyo

(® Collection and study of photographs of Bud-
dhist art

(®Research on the spread of Buddhist art in Japan
and the influence of the Chinese and Korean
Buddhist culture

(® Study of the ancient tiles of the Silla Kingdom
period (financial support provided by Grants in
Aid for Scientific Research)

(®Research in the traits of diplomacy and the for-
mation of territory in the middle tumulus period
(financial support provided by Grants in Aid for
Scientific Research)
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Brief History

1889 Established as the Imperial Museum of Nara under the supervision of the Im-
perial Household Agency

1895 First exhibition held

1900 Renamed the Imperial Household Museum of Nara

1914 Establishment of The Shoso-in department

1947 Supervision transferred to the Ministry of Education

1950 Affiliated with the Committee for the Protection of Cultural Properties

1952 Renamed the Nara National Museum

1968 Affiliated with the Agency for Cultural Affairs

1972 Completion of the West Wing

1980 Establishment of The Buddhist Art Library

1995 Museum celebrated its centennial anniversary

1997 Completion of The East Wing and the lower level passageway

2000 Completion of The Conservation Center for Cultural Properties

2001 Became the Independent Administrative Institution National Museum, Nara
National Museum

2007 Integrated into the Independent Administrative Institution National Institute
for Cultural Heritage as the Nara National Museum

Visitor Information
Hours  9:30 - 17:00 (last admission is 30 mins. before closing time)
3% Open until 18:00 during the Exhibition of Shoso-in Treasures period
% Open until 19:00: 1) Fridays from the last Friday in April to the last Friday
in October
2) the Fridays and Saturdays during the Exhibition of
Shoso-in Treasures period
3) August 15, December 17, January 11, February 3, and
March 12
Closed Mondays (except for National Holidays on Monday, in which case the mu-
seum is open on the holiday and closed the following Tuesday instead) and
a New Year holiday (January 1)
Admissions
Adults: 500 (400) yen
University/High School Students: 250 (200) yen
Junior high school students and under: Free
3% ( ) indicate prices for those in groups of 20 or more
% Additional charge is required for special exhibitions
3% Person with disabilities and one attendant are free of charge
% People aged 70 years or older are free of charge
% Admissions to regular exhibitions are free on Children’s Day, International
Museum Day (May 18), the Respect-for-Senior-Citizen’s Day, Kansai Cul-
ture Day, and Setsubun. (February 3)
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The Kyushu National Museum, opened in October 2005, is the first national museum of old Japanese and Asian Art

HU‘_NLLT%@:#ZEE;E heritage to be established after a lapse of over 100 years. The Museum is based on the new concept of “interpreting the
:iﬁi #a/\ formation of Japanese culture from the perspective of Asian history”, in order to deepen mutual understanding with
MIWA Karoku other Asian countries at a time when the Asia plays an increasingly important role in the international community. By

March 2008, we have already welcomed over 4.5 million visitors, and are taking further measures to improve our per-
formance.

As a museum for the 21st century, we continue to make efforts for the enrichment of our collection and exhibition
of artworks, historical and archaeological materials, as well as the promotion of educational programs and museum
sciences, and through these activities are working towards achieving the concept of a “Living Museum’, which is even
more open to the local and international community.

Executive Director,
Kyushu National Museum

Exhibitions

@Cultural Exchange Exhibition (Regular Exhibition)

This exhibition gallery (area of approximately 4000m?) displays the
long history of cultural exchange between Japan and countries
throughout Asia. It consists of a Main Exhibition Room surrounded
by eleven related rooms, over 800 diverse cultural properties from
the Paleolithic period to the late Edo period, including National
Treasures and Important Cultural Properties, are exhibited. By
making regular changes to the displays (about 300 times a year)
we continue to provide our visitors with new objects to view each
visit.

In addition, we are equipped to meet the demands of a wide
range of international visitors, by providing free audio guides in
English, Chinese, and Korean.
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Regular Exhibitions

@Thematic Exhibitions
We also feature creative displays based on regional specific
themes in the Cultural Exchange Exhibition Rooms. The thematic
exhibitions held in fiscal 2008 are as follows:
+ Museum and the restoration of the cultural properties (May 13 -
June 22, 2008)
- New Treasures for the People (June 25 - July 21, 2008)
+ Bodhisattva in mutation (August 8 - September 15, 2008)
+ Reconstructed towns of the Yayoi Period (August 20 - November
16, 2008)
+ lllustrated Archaeology, Original Paintings by HAYAKAWA Ka-
zuko (September 2 - October 13, 2008)
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+ Ryukyu and Ainu (September 17 - October 26, 2008)

+ Ancient documents (October 28 - December 7, 2008)

+ Enjoying the tea ceremony Part | (October 28 - December 7,
2008)

+ Sannai Maruyama site, Aomori in Jomon period (November 22 -
December 21, 2008)

+ Nagasaki and KAWAHARA Keiga (December 9, 2008 - January
18,2009)

+ Vietnamese Ceramics (December 9, 2008 - March 29, 2009)

+ South of Nakoku - Cultural Properties excavated from Chikushi
Campus of Kyushu University (January 1 - February 8, 2009)

+ Copying the beauty - painting and sculpture (January 20 -
March 1, 2009)

+ Splendor of folding screens (March 3 - April 12, 2009)

+ Asian applied art objects -depicted world of birds and flowers -
(March 24 - May 11, 2009)

@Special Exhibitions

The Special Exhibition Gallery (area of approx. 1500m?) is made
up of three different sized exhibition rooms. About 4 times a year,
exhibitions comprised of works from Japan and overseas collec-
tions are held here. The special exhibitions held in fiscal 2008 are
as follows:
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Number of objects in collection: 333 (including 3 National Treasures and 24 Important Cultural Properties)
Number of objects on loan: 1,091 (including 2 Important Cultural Properties)

(Figures as of March 31, 2008)
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- National Treasures EMAKI from Kyoto National Museum
(March 22 - June 1, 2008 )

- Gems from the Shimadzu Family Documents and the Age
of Atsuhime, Consort of the Shogun (July 12 - August 24,
2008)

- National Treasures TENJIN-SAMA (September 23 - Novem-
ber 30,2008 )

+ Craftworks of Today Tradition & Creation (Tentative) (January
1-March 15,2009)

M Collection, Preservation, and Restora-
tion of Cultural Properties

@Collection

Works of art, archaeology, history, and ethnology are collected
to allow advanced research into how cultural exchanges be-
tween Japan and Asian countries occurred. We ask for donations
and loaned objects to serve as important resources that improve
the quality and quantity of exhibited items.

@Preservation
Consisting of a double-layered structure that prevents ex-
posure to outer environment, the museum's storage area is
located in the center of the building. The thermo-hydrostat
air-conditioning system keeps the temperature and humidity
levels constant. In addition to machinery, cedar panels pro-
cured locally, and humidity control materials are used for the
walls and ceiling to keep humidity levels highly stabilized.
The Museum is engineered to protect the cultural proper-
ties and human lives from earthquakes. The structure and
building are designed to reduce seismic shocks so that the
collection as well as human lives are protected from any pos-
sible damages.

oo S

-2807 http://www.kyuhaku.jp s
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TR 19%F9H22H~11818H

Special Exhibition “Treasures of Hongwainji on the 750th
Memorial for Shinran Shonin”

September 22 - November 18, 2007

BhlR &AL #oxt]
T20F1518~2824H

Special Exhibition” Zen Treasures from the Kyoto Gozan
Temples”

January 1 - February 24, 2008
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@Restoration

The museum conducts conservation and restoration activities by merging
traditional methods with scientific research technology. Conservators, be-
longing to The Association for Conservation of National Treasures and the
Art Institute, engage in restoration work in collaboration with the Museum
Science Department at the six conservation and restoration ateliers of the
Museum (fill-in paper production, paper, books and ancient documents,
paintings, sculpture, archaeological artifacts, and lacquer ware). The Museum
uses the latest scientific technology such as X-ray CT scanners and digitaliza-
tion technology.

M Educational Programs and Exchange Activities

@Education

(Dinteractive learning Center for Asian and European Culture, AJIPPA
AJIPPA offers an educational experience of various ethnic cultures that
historically have been enjoying interactions with Japan. We develop
educational kits and visitor experience programs as well as programs in
collaboration with other educational institutions.

(@ Education programs in association with special exhibitions and cultural
exchange exhibitions (regular exhibitions)

+ Programs to improve exhibition understanding

+ Conducting workshops

+ Production of guidebooks

(®Loans of "Kyu-Packs", educational kits to be used in secondary schools

(@ Campus Members Scheme to strengthen ties with universities and other
higher education institutions

(®Educational activities based on Kyuhaku Picture-books for children

(®Supporting volunteer activities
We encourage various volunteer at the Museum in areas including display
explanations, educational programs, guided tours, (including tours of
“behind the scenes”), environment, events, classification of materials, and
general assistance.

@Exchange Activity

(MImplementing exchange projects involving cooperation with enterprises
in the local area, for improvements in the effective utilization of the Mu-
seum facilities.

(@Promoting exchanges among Asian museums

+ Concluded cultural exchange agreements with the Buyeo National Mu-
seum (Korea), the Gonguju National Museum (Korea) and the Nanjing
Museum (China)

- "Conservation of Cultural Properties and Regional Revitalization" officially
approved as JICA Partnership Program since 2007

(®Hosting international symposia

+ International Symposium of the Asian Ethno-Forms Society (August 24 -
25,2007)

- International Symposium on Paper Conservation in East Asia (September
7-8,2007)

+ International Symposium on Interchange between Paekche and Ancient
East Asia in commemoration of the Conclusion of the Academic and Cul-
tural Exchange Agreements with Chinese and Korean Institutions
(November 18, 2007)

- International Symposium on History of Interchange between Korea and
Japan and on the role of Korean Diplomatic Envoys in commemoration of
the 400th Anniversary of the First Korean Diplomatic Envoy to Japan
(December 15 - 16, 2007)

MResearch Studies

Through our research research exploring the main theme "Cultural Exchange
between Japan and Asian Countries" and advances in scientific research on
conservation and restoration are utilized for our collection, preservation and
exhibition activities. Part of our research is financially supported by Grants in
Aid for Scientific Research and other private grants for cultural activities.

@Research studies on Cultural Exchange between Japan and Asian Coun-
tries

- Creation of a virtual reality digital archive of ancient decorated burial
mounds in Japan

- Research of objects displayed at National Industrial Exhibitions, as basic
materials on the history of the art, industry and region of modern crafts

- Research on ancient Buddhist triad iconography in Southeast Asia, focus-
ing on Thailand and Myanmar

@Scientific research studies on the conservation and restoration of cul-
tural properties

- Scientific conservation research on the painted relics damaged by water:
conservation of relics unearthed in Jiangsu province, China

+ Basic research on the construction of IPM system for museum risk manage-
ment

- Utilization of X-ray CT scanner data
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W rublications

The museum produces several publications to promote a wider understanding of

our activities.

i) The Kyushu National Museum Bulletin
Research achievements of the Kyushu National Museum are compiled in a booklet
(published once a year)

ii) Asiage (visual guidebook)
A guide book providing information on cultural exchange exhibitions (regular
exhibitions) in an accessible format

iii) Asiage (a quarterly magazine)
An information magazine focusing on special exhibitions (published four times a
year)

iv) Kyuhaku Picture-Books Series
The museum produces original picture books for children on Japanese history and
culture written in an accessible format to encourage understanding and familiar-
ity.

Brief History

1994 June The Agency for Cultural Affairs (ACA) organized "The Committee to In-
vestigate the Establishment of a Museum Based on a New Concept."

1996 March The committee decided the new museum should be established in
Kyushu as the Kyushu National Museum, and Dazaifu City was selected.

1997 June The committee announced "A Basic Statement of Policy for the Kyushu
National Museum."

1999 March The committee formulated "A Basic Plan for the Kyushu National Mu-
seum.”

2000 March ACA, Fukuoka Prefecture, and the Incorporated Foundation to Promote
the Kyushu National Museum, completed the "Basic Construction Design."

2000 May "The Expert Conference to Prepare for Construction of the Kyushu Na-
tional Museum" formulated "The Regular Exhibition Plan."

2001 March ACA, Fukuoka Prefecture and the Foundation completed the “Basic
Exhibition Design”.

2001 April The Independent Administrative Institution National Museum estab-
lished a preparatory office for the Kyushu National Museum.

2002 March ACA, Fukuoka Pref. and the Foundation started "The Construction
Phase (the first part of a three-year plan)."

2003 April The Independent Administrative Institution National Museum and Fuku-
oka Pref. started "The Exhibition Phase (the first half of a two-year plan)".

2004 March ACA, Fukuoka Pref. and the Foundation completed "The Construction
Phase."

2005 March The Independent Administrative Institution National Museum and
Fukuoka Pref. completed “The Exhibition Phase (the second half of a two-year
plan)".

2005 April Established as the Independent Administrative Institution National Mu-
seum, Kyushu National Museum. Opened on October 16.

2007 April Merged into the Independent Administrative Institution National Insti-
tutes for Cultural Heritage as the Kyushu National Museum.

Visitor Information

Hours  9:30 - 17:00 (last admission is 30 mins. before closing time)

Closed Mondays (except for National Holidays on Monday, in which case the Mu-
seum is open on the holiday and closed the following Tuesday instead),
Year-end holidays (December 25 - December 31)

Admissions
Adults 420 (210) yen
University/High School Students 130 (70) yen
%( ) indicate prices for those in groups of 20 or more
% Special fees apply for special exhibitions
% Persons with disabilities and one attendant are free of charge
#Those over 70 years old and under 15 are free of charge for the Cultural

Exchange Exhibition
% Admissions to regular exhibitions are free on the International Museum
Day (May 18) and the Respect-for-Senior-Citizen's Day.
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Land and building are co-owned by Fukuoka Prefecture and the Institution.
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National Research Institute for Cultural Properties, Tokyo

SRECU LB R
AR X

SUZUKI Norio
Director General,
National Research Institute
for Cultural Properties,
Tokyo

ERFROBE

Study of The Hikone Screen

BRI 3 RS, —BERS
JKEMDSEEECER

Recording of Kodan performance by Mr. Ichiryusai Teisui
(Holder of Intangible Cultural Property)
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The National Research Institute for Cultural Properties, in its role to support the work of the government in the
administration of cultural properties, conducts fundamental, systematic, up-to-date and practical research on
diverse types of cultural properties. Furthermore, it actively disseminates the results of such research, provides
guidance and advice to local public organizations, and conducts projects related to international cooperation in
conservation as part of Japan’s activities in international contribution. Particularly in the field of conservation, it
promotes projects integrally as a member of the National Institutes for Cultural Heritage, taking into view research
related to the conservation and utilization of museum materials. With regard to international cooperation, by
establishing within the Institute the secretariat of the Japan Consortium for International Cooperation in Cultural
Heritage, which is a collaborative organization for executing integral and effective projects, the Institute aims to
further promote conservation of tangible cultural properties (cultural heritage) such as remains and historic archi-
tecture. In addition, it provides continual support and cooperation in the protection of intangible cultural proper-
ties (cultural heritage) based on the long years of experience Japan has had in this area.
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@Department of Research Programming

The Department of Research Programming is the
information systems for the entire Institute and is
responsible for the Institute’s public relations. It
also collects, stores, organizes, and makes available
to the public materials and images concerning
cultural properties, and promotes the effective dis-
semination of information in order to further pro-
mote the archiving of the study of cultural proper-

By ZEEEULTCVET, ties. It is simultaneously engaged in investigating
research issues in art history and aims to establish
a new discipline in the field of art reference materi-
als.

O\ S LEESR @Department of Intangible Cultural Heritage

BESUEEEDSIE. BEXER. BERAXIE
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BRHSHEMRZREL CWOE T TR
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SCERICDOWVTIE. TDIFRDRIEE EBICHTZE
FERFECOVWTCOMRZITOTVET,

The Department of Intangible Cultural Heritage
conducts basic research useful for the conser-
vation and transmission of intangible cultural
properties and intangible folk cultural properties.
Audio-visual documentation, a significant method
for the conservation of intangible cultural heritage,
is conducted and new methods of documentation
are also investigated.
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@ Center for Conservation Science and Restora-
tion Techniques

The Center for Conservation Science and Restora-
tion Techniques uses scientific methods to study
and evaluate environmental conditions and char-
acteristics of cultural properties. It also conducts
research into materials, manufacturing techniques
and surrounding conditions of cultural proper-
ties in order to develop and evaluate necessary
materials and techniques for their restoration, and
develop methods for their maintenance after con-
servation. Moreover, the Center works closely with
those who are actually engaged in the conserva-
tion and restoration of cultural properties.

@ Japan Center for International Cooperation in

Conservation
The Japan Center for International Cooperation in
Conservation renders assistance to countries such
as Afghanistan, China, Thailand and Cambodia for
their conservation undertakings, including capac-
ity building, promoting of ties with other institu-
tions around the world through research meetings,
and collecting and disseminating of information
on cultural properties and systems for their protec-
tion.

The Center is commissioned with the manage-
ment of the office of the Japan Consortium for
International Cooperation in Cultural Heritage.

-
/www.tobunken.go.jp/
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Analysis of raw materials for the restoration of paper

cultural properties (analysis of fiber composition)

HERSREFE285EDAE

Investigation of Dunhuang Mogao Grottoes, Cave 285
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Inspection Assistance and Advice on Museum Environment
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Leaflet for the 41st Public Lecture
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M Seminars / Advice / Guidance

The National Research Institute for Cultural Properties, Tokyo con-
ducts various seminars such as the International Courses on Conser-
vation of Japanese Lacquer and of Japanese Paper, Training for Mu-
seum Curators in charge of Conservation. It also provides advice and
guidance in such projects as Advice on Preservation, Transmission
and Utilization of Intangible Cultural Heritage, Inspection Assistance
and Advice on Museum Environment, and Investigation and Advice
concerning Conservation of Cultural Properties.

B8 UTOTERBEDHRE
Investigation of Ebukuro Church which was damaged by
fire

B Graduate School Education / Public
Lectures

The National Research Institute for Cultural Properties, Tokyo pro-
vides the results of its research to the public in the hope of nurtur-
ing the next generation of experts and rasing public interest. The
Institute has collaborated with the Tokyo University of the Arts since
1995 and is in charge of its Preventive Conservation Course. In the
Public Lectures, the Department of Research Programming and the
Department of Intangible Cultural Heritage present their research
achievements.

P N T
EABERFICOVTOHER

2nd Public Lecture: A talk on Kamigata Yosebayashi

B Publications

The National Research Institute for Cultural Properties, Tokyo pub-
lishes periodicals such as The Bijutsu Kenkyu (The Journal of Art Stud-
ies), Year Book of Japanese Art, Research and Reports on Intangible Cul-
tural Heritage and Science for Conservation. In addition, it publishes
various research studies.
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Ml Dissemination of Research Information

The National Research Institute for Cultural Properties, Tokyo is en-
gaged in actively communicating with the public and making the
results of its diverse activities, including research and international
cooperation, accessible. Publications like the Annual Report, Profile,
TOBUNKENNEWS and TOBUNKENNEWS DIGEST (English version) are
published, and the website of the Institute is updated constantly.
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Front page of the website for the National Research
Institute for Cultural Properties, Tokyo
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Brief History

1930 Established as The Institute of Art Research, an auxiliary organization of the
Imperial Academy of Fine Arts

1947 Affiliated with the National Museum

1950 Affiliated with the National Commission for Protection of Cultural Properties

1952 Reorganized and renamed Tokyo National Research Institute of Cultural Prop-
erties

1968 Affiliated with the Agency for Cultural Affairs

2000 Construction of new offices

2001 Restructured as the Independent Administrative Institution, National Re-
search Institute for Cultural Properties, Tokyo

2007 Integrated into the Independent Administrative Institution National Institutes

for Cultural Heritage, as the National Research Institute for Cultural Properties,
Tokyo
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Nara National Research Institute for Cultural Properties
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The Nara National Research Institute for Cultural Properties, an organization that engages in the study of tangible

REXLHRETE cultural heritage, has conducted excavation research at the Nara and Fujiwara Palace sites, investigated cultural
Eﬂiﬂ ?J:E;E objects such as historical documents, ancient architecture, and gardens, and has also made efforts to preserve
the Asuka region via our research and exhibition programs. These activities contribute to the study of cultural

TANABE lkuo

heritage, academic exchange, and both domestic and international support; for example, they resulted in perma-
nent joint research partnerships with institutes in China and Korea. We also endeavor to develop new excavation
technology, research methods, and provide technical training for local government employees. Our methods of
preservation, restoration, and maintenance are not only appreciated by researchers in Japan, but are also utilized
in excavations globally. It is our responsibility to maximize the results of our efforts in research and preservation of
cultural properties.

Director General,
Nara National Research
Institute for Cultural
Properties
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@Department of Planning and Coordination

This department manages the planning and coordina-
tion of the research work undertaken at the Institute,
and was newly established in 2006 to promote the
dissemination of information and public utilization of
achievements in research.

The work of the department is assigned to five sec-
tions: the Planning and Coordination Section, the Data
and Information Section, the International Cooperation
Section, the Exhibition Section and the Photography
Section. This department accumulates and disseminates
information concerning cultural properties, provides
technical assistance for national and local public institu-
tions, and collaborates in joint research. The Institute
lent technical collaboration to a project, administered

eSS

Training for treatment of fragile artifacts

BEBHEHL VT, by the Agency of Cultural Affairs, concerning the preser-
vation and utilization of the mural paintings of Takamat-
suzuka and Kitora tombs. It also plans and manages the
promotion of international cooperation, international
exchange, and international training.

= = 1_._):-_"__';1-‘9 S O EEDR @Department of Cultural Heritage
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Training for treatment of ceramics
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Research into old documents at Yakushiji temple
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The Department of Cultural Heritage consists of four
sections (the Historical Document Section, the Archi-
tectural History Section, the Cultural Landscape Sec-
tion, and the Site Stabilization Section) which conduct
comprehensive research in a wide range of fields, such
as ancient written materials, historical documents,
historical and traditional architecture, excavated build-
ing sites, historical gardens, cultural landscapes, and
archaeological and historical sites.

The Architectural History Section carries out projects
of preservative restoration on architectural cultural
properties; it played a great part in repairing the First
Imperial Audience Hall at the Heijo Palace Site, and
cooperates with overseas architectural heritage conser-
vation. The Site Stabilization Section surveys the actual
condition of historical sites after they are excavated and
attempts to maintain this data in a database. It also as-
sists the restoration programs of local governments in
Japan.
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@Department of Imperial Palace Sites Investigations
The Department of Imperial Palace Sites Investigations
conducts excavation research in the Heijo and Asuka/
Fujiwara regions, and performs interdisciplinary re-
search. The outcomes of this research are used in the
preservation and utilization of the Imperial Palace sites,
as well as being made public in meetings, reports, and
exhibition rooms.

[Department of Imperial Palace Sites Investiga-
tions (Heijo)]

This department is in charge of excavation research
at the Nara Palace Site, where the imperial palace and
government offices were located in the Nara period
(710-784). Since 1954 organized research has pro-
gressed; today, almost 30% of the 130 hectare site has
been completely excavated and surveyed. The mainte-
nance projects are progressing in the excavated areas;
the reconstruction of the Suzaku Gate and the Eastern
Palace Garden has finished, and the reconstruction of
the First Imperial Audience Hall is currently under way.

[Department of Imperial Palace Sites Investiga-
tions (Asuka/Fujiwara)]

This department is in charge of excavation research in

the Asuka/Fujiwara region, which served as a political,

economic, and cultural center after the early Japanese

state was first established.

The region contains sites, including palaces, resi-
dences of elite clans, the sites of temples such as Asu-
kadera temple: the oldest Buddhist temple in Japan,
a workshop that produced ancient coins and glass, a
water clock and various tombs. In the northern half of
the region the site of the Fujiwara capital, the first large-
scale castle town in Japan, covers a vast area of more
than five square kilometers. Interdisciplinary research to
reconstruct the historical record is progressing through
the excavation research of these sites.
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Nara Palace Site
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Imperial Audience Hall
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Bronze Bells, from Kamo-lwakura Archaeolog-
ical Site,after Conservation and Restoration

REERIE

Asuka Historical Museum
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Survey of the Western Prasat Top, Angkor, Cambodia
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@Center for Archaeological Operations
The center for Archaeological Operations consists of
four sections:

The Conservation Science Section studies and de-
velops analytic methods for investigating the material
and structure of archaeological objects. It also provides
technical assistance and advice to local governments.

The Environmental Archaeological Section studies
the remains of flora and fauna in order to simulate an-
cient environments and nature.

The Dating Section conducts research in how to apply
the methods of dendrochronology to the fields of ar-
chaeology, history, architectural history, and art history.

The Archaeological Research Methodology studies
the technology of excavation, in order to improve the
quality of investigation at historical sites and to increase
efficiency in field activity.

@Asuka Historical Museum

Asuka Historical Museum, a facility displaying the
historical articles of the region, was established in
Okuyama in 1975. The museum has regularly exhibited
items that were excavated from palaces, tombs, and
temple sites. The reconstructed portion of the eastern
cloister of Yamadadera temple and objects excavated
around its site are also exhibited.

The Special Exhibitions, held every spring and au-
tumn, feature the unearthed cultural properties of the
Asuka region and explore of the history of Asuka. The
mural paintings of Kitora tumulus mounds have been
displayed in special exhibitions in spring since 2006.
Featured exhibitions are held in summer and winter to
introduce the research achievements of the Nara Na-
tional Research Institute for Cultural Properties.

@International Academic Exchanges

The Nara National Research Institute for Cultural Prop-
erties contributes to international exchange through
activities such as joint research, exchange of researchers,
technical training, and preservation and restoration, and
participates in international cooperation projects con-
ducted by other institutions such as ACCU (Asia/Pacific
Cultural Centre for UNESCO).

The ongoing joint research projects are as follows:
(1) research on the Luoyang site, an ancient capital
located in the city of Luoyang, Henan province, China,
with the Institute of Archaeology, Chinese Academy of
Social Science; (2) research on the Huangye and Baihe
kiln sites located in the city of Gongyi, Henan province,
China, with the Archaeological Institute of Henan Prov-
ince, China; (3) the investigation and maintenance of
Sui and Tang graves in the Chaoyang district with the
Archaeological Institute of Lioning Province, China; (4) a
comparative study of the ancient capitals in Korea, with
the National Research Institute for Cultural Properties,
Korea; (5) comprehensive research collaboration on the
Western Prasat Top, one of the historical sites of Angkor,
with the Authority for the Protection and Management
of Angkor and the Region of Siem Reap; (6) research on
the Bamiyan site in Afghanistan, along with the National
Research Institute for Cultural Properties, Tokyo.
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Brief History
1952 The Nara Cultural Properties Research Institute (consisting of the General Affairs Division,
the Historical Research Division, the Architecture Research Division, and the Art Research
Division) was established at 50 Kasugano-cho, Nara city, as an auxiliary organization of the
National Commission for Protection of Cultural Properties.

1954 Renamed the Nara National Cultural Properties Research Institute.

1960 The office of the Heijo Palace Site Investigations opened at the Nara Palace Site in Sakihi-
gashi-machi, Nara.

1963 The Division of Heijo Palace Site Investigations was established

1968 Became an affiliated organization of the Agency for Cultural Affairs, due to its establish-
ment.

1970 The Nara Palace Site Museum opened.

1973 The Finance Section, the Division of Asuka/Fujiwara Palace Investigations, and the Asuka
Historical Museum were established.

1974 The Department of General Affairs and the Center for Archaeological Operations were es-
tablished.

1975 The Asuka Historical Museum opened at Okuyama in the village of Asuka, Nara.

1980 The Art Research Division was transferred to the Research Center for Buddhist Art of the
Nara National Museum.

1980 Relocated in Nijo-cho, Nara city.
The Division of Heijo Palace Site Investigations and the Center for Archaeological Opera-
tions were transferred to Nijo-cho as well.

1988 A new headquarters building of the Division of Asuka/Fujiwara Palace Site Investigations
was built at 94-1, Kinomoto-cho, Kashihara city.

2001 Transformed into the Independent Administrative Institution National Institute for Cultural
Heritage, Nara National Research Institute for Cultural Properties.

2007 Integrated into the Independent Administrative Institution National Institute for Cultural Herit-

age, as the National Research Institute for Cultural Properties, Nara.

Visitor Information

@Nara Palace Site Museum

Hours: 9:00 - 16:30 (last admission at 16:00, charge-free)

Closed: Mondays (except if National Holiday is on Monday, in which case the museum is open on
the holiday and closed the following Tuesday instead), year-end and New Year holidays

Note: We have volunteer guides (free)

Phone: 0742-30-6753 Information Division

@Exhibition Room of Fujiwara Palace Site

Hours: 9:00 - 16:30 (charge-free)

Closed: Saturdays, Sundays, National holidays, and year-end and New Year holidays

Phone: 0744-24-1122 Department of Imperial Palace Sites Investigations (Asuka/Fujiwara)

@Asuka Historical Museum

Hours: 9:00 - 16:30 (last admission at 16:00)

Closed: Mondays (except for National Holidays on Monday, in which case the museum is open
on the holiday and closed the following Tuesday instead), year-end and New Year holi-
days
Admissions: Adults 260 (170) yen
University/High School Students 130 (60) yen
Junior high school students and under free of charge
3%( ) indicate prices for those in groups of 20 or more
3 Additional charge is required for special exhibitions
3% Person with disability and one attendant are free of charge

Note: We have guides available (weekdays only, free of charge, reservations required)

Phone: 0744-54-3561 Asuka Historical Museum
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