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It has been a year since the Independent Administrative
Institution National Institutes for Cultural Heritage was
established. In combining their experience and indi-
vidual specialties, the six institutions which comprise the
Institutes are making the upmost efforts to further invig-
orate the environment surrounding cultural properties,
with the purpose of improvement in the field of conser-
vation.

To highlight an example of recent activities, the
National Research Institute for Cultural Properties has
undertaken the disassembly of the stone chamber wall
painting and excavation survey of Takamatsuzuka Tumu-
lus, as well as the removal and conservation treatment
of the wall painting from Kitora Tumulus, in a project
commissioned by the Agency for Cultural Affairs. On the
other hand, the museums continue to organize and carry
out unique and distinctive exhibitions and new ventures
and have welcomed a great many visitors to exhibitions
ranging from the long established “Annual Exhibition of
Shosoin Treasures” in its 59th year, to the Leonardo da
Vinci exhibition, “The Mind of Leonardo’, for the promo-
tion of international exchange.

The Institutes have the significant task of supporting
the administration foundations for the preservation of
national cultural properties. The conservation and utili-
zation of cultural properties, as well as the fundamental
and advanced research necessary for these purposes,
are the four central undertakings, and we also intend to
make continuous efforts to promote Japanese tradition
and culture through the mutual cooperation within the
Institutes. We sincerely hope to receive your support as

we work towards our goals.





