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Projects of the National Institutes for
Cultural Heritage
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The National Institutes for Cultural Heritage’s undertakings include:
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INEf Number of Objects in the Museum Collections

Preservation and inheritance of the museum collections ||

As centers for the preservation and inheritance of history and tradi-
tional culture, each museum collects works according to its collec-
tion policy to ensure that accumulation of objects is systematically
and historically well-balanced.

We are also actively promoting donations and long-term loans
from private owners in collaboration with the Agency for Cultural
Affairs, utilizing the System of Art Objects Enrollment and making
efforts to improve the tax system through the realization of inherit-
ance tax probation.

In order to pass down precious cultural heritage, we work to im-
prove conservational environment of cultural properties as well as
to restore works systematically, in the order in which objects requir-
ing urgent treatment are given priority, through collaboration of
conservation scientists and restorers in the organization using both
traditional techniques and modern scientific methods.

M Collection
To accumulate well-balanced collection both systematically and
historically, and to prevent the dispersion of private collections and
leaving of tangible cultural properties from Japan, we make continu-
ous efforts to collect them through purchase, loan and donation.
Furthermore, to enrich the regular exhibition in accordance with
each characteristics, the four museums invite loans from temples,
shrines and private collections.
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Total Tokyo National Museum Kyoto National Museum Nara National Museum Kyushu National Museum
Total  |National |Important Total National |Important Total National  [Important Total |National |Important Total National  [Important
Treasures | Cultural Treasures |Cultural Treasures |Cultural Treasures |Cultural Treasures |Cultural
Properties Properties Properties Properties Properties
120,788/ 130 | 916 |112397] 88 | 614 |6,320| 27 181 |1,790| 12 98 | 281 3 23
(CER19% 4 8 1 BIR®E)
(Figures as of April 1,2007)
255568 Number of Objects on Long-term Loan to the Museums
& &F RRE YR REPEILIEYEE REEEYE TNEIZIEEE
Total Tokyo National Museum Kyoto National Museum Nara National Museum Kyushu National Museum
Total National  |Important Total National |Important Total National  [Important Total |National |Important Total National  |Important
Treasures | Cultural Treasures |Cultural Treasures |Cultural Treasures |Cultural Treasures |Cultural
Properties Properties Properties Properties Properties
12415 200 |1,251|2,773| 63 | 329 |6,179| 82 | 6806 |1,957| B5 | 314 [1,506| O 2

(CER19%E 4 8 1 BIRfE)
(Figures as of April 1,2007)
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Important Cultural Property Tachi (Slung Sword) Forged and carved by Awataguchi
Ikkanshi Tadatsuna
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Bodhisattva Seated with One Leg Pendent
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Scroll of Hungry Ghosts (copy)

WPreservation and Restoration

Tangible cultural properties have generally been restored about
once every 100 years, a practice that continues today. The Institutes
carry out two levels of conservation work: temporary treatment on
an as-needed basis for display and safe-keeping, and full-scale res-
toration performed on a schematic basis in response to the progres-

sion of deterioration on the objects..
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Dissemination of traditional culture I

We disseminate information within Japan and overseas for further
understanding of Japanese history, Japanese and other Asian tradi-
tional cultures by holding exhibitions and high quality displays to
meet the visitors’ needs and reflect the latest academic discoveries
and theories. We are also making efforts to improve our facilities and
management to better serve the people as more visitor-friendly mu-
seums.

M Exhibitions

We offer regular exhibitions and organize special exhibitions to pro-
vide opportunities to enjoy traditional art and archaeological objects
that include National Treasures and Important Cultural Properties.
We also collaborate with overseas museums on exchange exhibi-
tions to introduce respective cultures.
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Regular exhibition Kuroda Memorial Hall
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Special exhibition “Gods of the Sea”
(October 8-November26, 2006)
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Thematic exhibition Special Display Commemorating the Completion of a
Restoration Project “Daiitokumyouozou-Important Cultural Property from
Daigoji-temple(Apri19-May7, 2006)
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International exchange exhibition "Japan", Pointe-a-CAlliere Montreal Museum of
Archaeology and History (Canada) (May 16-October 15, 2006)

WiEEALEEI (ER184EE) Numbers of Visitors fiscal year 2006
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Total Tokyo National Museum Kyoto National Museum Nara National Museum Kyushu National Museum
3,645,023 A 1,417,195 A 556,770A 477,638A 1,193,420A
(E19%F3A31HIEE)
(Figures of March 31,2007)
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To promote a better understanding of the Japanese history and Jap-
anese and other Asian cultures, we provide a variety of educational
programs. We also support volunteers to enrich their activities.
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International Symposium

4 UL B9 % AL B OREFE D HE e

Vitalization of the Institutes as a national centers I

In order to make the results of our research on cultural properties
available widely to contribute to domestic and overseas museum
activities, we are engaged in the following tasks:

We make information on the museum collections and curators’ re-
search widely accessible through publications, web sites, and other
means. We aim to be a key institution of international museums
by holding international symposia with noted overseas scholars.
We provide training programs for museum professionals, including
conservation and restoration, to contribute to the improvement of
domestic and overseas museum activities. We loan part of our collec-
tions to local museums as much as their conservational conditions
allow to make them more accessible to people living in remote areas.
We are working to make museum professionals’ network, through
which we teach and give advice to, and exchange information with
both public and private museums in Japan.

—T7IT DEMEREDRED S -]
(18F10R298RE =5 NINEILIBYEE)

Vitalization of Museum Education ~ —From the Site of Museum Education —
(October 29, 2006 Venue: Kyushu National Museum)
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Advancement of research |l

In order to contribute to the formation of the basis of knowledge and
techniques necessary to pass down cultural heritage properly, we carry
out research on various cultural properties.

The National Research Institute for Cultural Properties, Tokyo estab-
lished the Center for Conservation Science and Restoration Techniques
in April of 2007 to unite the researchers from museums and institutes
within the organization for further cooperation and to merge research-
ers and practitioners of conservation and restoration; in doing so, we
aim to improve and enrich the conservation and restoration techniques
of cultural properties by combining proven knowledge with the latest
research.

(D By promoting research on basic and systematic research, including
research on Japanese tangible cultural properties , related foreign
tangible cultural properties, and study of the inheritance of intangible
cultural properties from a comprehensive point of view, we contribute
to the formation related to the planning of cultural properties protec-
tion policies and evaluation of cultural properties by the Japanese
government and local public organizations. In particular, we promote
the research of cultural landscapes and ethnographical technology,
which became objects protected by the recent amendment of the
Law for Protection of Cultural Properties, so we can provide a guiding
principle for the future designation of Important Cultural Properties
and other cultural protection policies in these categories. We also con-
tribute to the historical study of Heijo, Fujiwara Palaces and the Asuka
region and lend professional and technical assistance to the Agency
for Cultural Affairs for site maintenance and restoration.
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Workshop for making tanabata-uma at Boso no Mura, Chiba prefecture
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Archaeological excavation at the Nara Palace Site

(@ Through conservation science we contribute to the improvement
of the quality of conservation and restoration work of cultural
properties by developing and evaluating restoration and conser-
vation techniques and materials using the latest scientific tech-
niques and research on the traditional use, production techniques
and restoration techniques of cultural properties.
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X-ray fluorescence analysis of materials
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Removal of stone chamber from Takamatsu-
zuka tumulus for restoration of the murals
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Vacuum Freeze-Drying of large-sized archaeological waterlogged wooded objects

(® We conduct practical research related to preservation and restora-
tion of cultural properties that are urgent and important from the
viewpoint of cultural property protection policy, such as the preserva-
tion work for Takamatsuzuka and Kitora tumuli, as requested by the
Japanese government and local public organizations.
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Detaching Sujaku form the Kitora
Tumukus
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(@ We conduct research systematically that is required for collection,
preservation and exhibition of tangible cultural properties.
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Fund research for preservation and make good use of
cultural properties through X-ray CT scanner for cultural
properties and other machines.
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Promotion of International Cooperation Related to Preservation and Restoration of Cultural Properties ||
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Excavation surver at Bamiyan, Afghanistan

We contribute to international cultural activities through preservation
and restoration of cultural properties, technology transfer and profes-
sional education programs as well as positive cooperation in the con-
struction of an international information network.

Cultural properties are global and human heritage, and we need to
work beyond the barriers of states and races for preservation and resto-
ration. For this, international cooperation is essential. The Japan Center
for International Cooperation in Conservation is engaged in (D training
programs for professional education and technology transfer related to
the preservation and restoration of cultural properties, @ study of over-
seas cultural properties protection policies, and (3) expansion of profes-
sional networks in Asian countries.
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Ta Nei, Cambodia
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Reinforcement of information dissemination I

We work to reinforce our function of providing information on re-
search results on cultural properties to researchers and the general
public.

In order to disseminate information on research results on cultural
properties, we are developing an information platform in accordance
with the specifications for strengthened and high speed network se-
curity. We are also making improvements on the cultural properties
database, accumulation of digital data, and reference functions. We
also improved facilities such as Nara Palace Site Museum and Asuka
Historical Museum to make results more accessible.
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Front page of the institute's website

REEHERTESR [ERIN/CILIHEFRDIER]
reconstructed portion of the eastern cloister of excavated Yamadadera temple at Asuka
Historical Museum
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Improving cultural properties protection by assisting local public organizations ||
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Training for museum curators in charge of conservation

B EDEE  Collaboration with universities
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By providing professional and technical assistance and advice based
on research, we contribute to the improvement of knowledge and
skills of people engaged in cultural properties protection throughout
Japan, and through training programs for professional leaders and
collaboration with universities we educate students and younger
staff.
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Training for staffs in charge of archaeological excavation

(OTokyo National University of Fine Arts and Music: Section on Pre-
ventive Conservation (Studies on Heritage Environment, Studies
on Conservation Materials)

(OGraduate School of Human and Environmental Studies, Kyoto Uni-
versity: Department of Caltural Coexistence (Caltual, Regional and
Historic Studies on Environment: Studies of Cultural Heritage)

(OGraduate School of Humanities and Sciences, Nara Women’s Uni-
versity: Department of Comparative Culture (Lectures on Cultural
History)
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