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Outline of the National Institutes
for Cultural Heritage

The Independent Administrative Institution (IAl) National Institutes for
Cultural Heritage was formed in April of 2007 through the merging
of the IAI National Museum (Tokyo National Museum, Kyoto National
Museum, Nara National Museum and Kyushu National Museum) and 1Al
National Research Institute for Cultural Properties (National Research In-
stitute for Cultural Properties, Tokyo and Nara National Research Institute
for Cultural Properties), which share the same purpose of conservation
and utilization of cultural properties.

In order to preserve and utilize cultural heritage for the people of Ja-
pan more effectively and efficiently under the unified management of
the headquarter, each of the six institutions will play the following role.
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As a representative museum in Japan, the Tokyo
National Museum collects, preserves, displays, re-
searches and provides educational programs about
cultural properties of Asia with a focus on Japan.
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The Kyoto National Museum collects, preserves,
displays, researches and provides educational pro-
grams about cultural properties from the Heian pe-
riod, when the capital was located in Kyoto, through
the Edo period.

I ZREIEYEE  Nara National Museum
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The Nara National Museum collects, preserves,
displays, researches and provides educational
programs about cultural properties with a focus on
Buddhist art from Nara and the vicinity.
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The Kyushu National Museum understands the formation
of Japanese culture through exchanges between Asian
countries and Kyushu, and it collects, preserves, displays,
researches and provides educational programs about
cultural properties in this context.

I BRREAAERZEER  National Research Institute for Cultural Properties, Tokyo
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The National Research Institute for Cultural Proper-
ties, Tokyo, carries out research on various cultural
properties utilizing all manners of methods includ-
ing cutting-edge technologies. It also serves as a
center for international cooperation in the conser-
vation and restoration of cultural properties.
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Located near the Heijo Palace site, the Nara National
Research Institute for Cultural Properties is engaged
in the research of the site, buildings and gardens
that are related to the land, as well as cultural prop-
erties preserved at major temples in Nara and the
Kinki region.




