Q )‘j’_ =Ju N
-] m Ez O) /E E}J Activities of each institution

10

BHEORENEEYES LT, BAEDLE UTH < SHEEbEIC D B3ERICOVT, IRE -
RE - B, ABEMR. BEENRERFEZTOTVEXT,

The Tokyo National Museum engages in collection, preservation, and exhibition of Asian cultural properties, especially those from Japan, and it also conducts
research studies and educational programs.
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Established in 1872, the Tokyo National Museum is the oldest museum in Japan.
Due to the integration with the National Research Institute for Cultural Properties, Tokyo in 2007, the museum

KRBT BIER became the administrator of the Kuroda Memorial Hall, which was managed by the NRICP, Tokyo and where the
KB t5— works of Kuroda Seiki, a modern Japanese painter, are exhibited. We have also risen to the challenge and made
Teiichi Sato new attempts at enriching the museum such as establishing a new exhibition titled “The Path of Buddha,” which
Executive Director, provides a more explicit relationship between the Honkan (Japan Gallery) and the Toyokan (Asian Gallery).
Tokyo National Museum As a center of historical and traditional culture, we do our best to develop multifaceted enterprises based on

research achievements, the display of tangible cultural heritages, the operation of conservation facilities, and a
mission to help people to deepen their understanding concerning the preservation of cultural properties.

.’Eﬂ—:{ . {L}Eﬁ Exhibitions

@Regular Exhibitions
Y g — )]
OFER Regular exhibitions, where works from the collec-

EERIE. ZEOWNER. HtmZRRd b tion and loaned artifacts are displayed, comprise
DT, HEODEBREBHXDDMZERITBHDTI, F the core function of exhibition activity. Exhibits are
o = = q(— T rotated periodically about 200 times a year. We are
EﬂEOO@?EfEUDEmg%E,HﬂE']L%EEk\ R going to display 6,000 articles in fiscal year 2007.
19FE(F#6.000F DL Z B - "BIT & Each gallery has regular exhibits as follows:

FECT. BRTECEDFBIFRDKIDICHED HONKAN: (Japanese Gallery): The “Highlights of
TWEd, Japanese Art,” an overview of Japanese
art in chronological order from the

A . 747 T\ JZS = — .

3 I—_E\IK_%WI\GD’MTU t\EE bf:ﬁj{ﬁ%f‘bb‘ Jomon to Edo periods occupies the 2nd
5 IR E CORREIERR(2F) &. floor, while exhibitions on the 1st floor
B s E DD ERIRR(1R). 1© are categorized by genre such as sculp-
e \ . tures, ceramics, swords, and thematic

NP u%m?%l\i?btb izwﬁ exhibitions.

RFER CHE. BEES. RE Y. dEm. A TOYOKAN: (Asian Gallery): Features fine arts and
VR BrYUY. TITMNIEDFEME archaeological objects from China, Ko-
T=, ZEEYEERLTVED, rea, Southeast Asia, India, West Asia, and

7 A - — =3 . N Egypt

TR %EEU—\E(] ) [i fﬁ%}?_%‘%ﬁ%f‘b% HEISEIKAN: Contains archaeological objects such
FUHETELEYZRTL. TEE as clay pottery vessels and bronze bells
TRE (1) ClEISERGPHBEL NEE from the Jomon and Yayoi periods in
—gEs RN EET \ 3 the Japanese Archaeology Gallery (1st

. ﬁ[L%Eir %ﬂ’\ C;tjif:jilzb_ ?j* floor), displays concerning educational

BESTEYIR | RROZAESFD OS2 (CAIE N programs and specific themes in the
TEEYI00ERD ZINE - BmULTL) Thematic Exhibition Room (1st floor).
*9, The Gallery of Horyuji Treasures: Features more

E X bR EHIE 2007
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Number of objects in collection: 112,397 (including 88 National Treasures and 614 Important Cultural Properties)
Number of loaned articles: 2,773 (including 63 National Treasures and 329 Important Cultural Properties)

(Figures as of April 1, 2007)

HT110-8712 fREPEKXLHFLE13-9 HTel 03-3822-1111(¢txX) MEhttp://www.tnm.jp/
13-9 Ueno Park, Taito-ku, Tokyo, 110-8712 Phone: +81-3-3822-1111 http://www.tnm.jp/
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- CFREDIR
(A1 9% 1284H~20F383H)

than 300 treasures donated to the Impe-
rial family from Horyuji temple in Nara.
HYOKEIKAN: Serves as Education Center. Appeals
to a wide range of visitors by offering
programs and educational events.
Kuroda Memorial Hall: Displays the works of Kuro-
da Seiki, a Japanese modern painter.

@Thematic Exhibitions and Special Features
As a part of regular exhibitions, these exhibitions
focus on specific themes or include rarely dis-
played works as special features. The following are
examples of thematic and special feature exhibi-
tions:
- Paintings and Drawings from Kuroda Memorial
Hall I (April 10 - May 6, 2007)
+ Ryukya Decorative Arts from Okinawa
(May 29 - September 17, 2007)
+ Christianity-Evidence of Belief
(August 21 - September 30, 2007)
- Three Master Calligraphers of Kan'ei and their
Traditions (October 10 - November 18, 2007)
+ Ancient Chinese Mirrors
(December 4, 2007 - March 3, 2008)

RECEERRI—T—HR

Newly Created Display of “Conservation and Restoration”

EEE HEDDSALY

Education Center (HYOKEIKAN)
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Special exhibition “Faith and Syncretism:Saicho and
Treasures of Tendai”
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Special exhibition “Shaping Faith-Japanese Ichiboku Bud-

dist Statues”
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School program in the galleries
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Volunteer leading an arboreal tour

IR ERER SR

Research of partition paintings in Okyokan
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@Special Exhibitions and Co-organized
Exhibitions
Special exhibitions and co-organized exhibitions
are held as occasions to present the outcome of
our research activities or to meet a wide variety of
visitors’ demands. We held the following exhibi-
tions this year:
+ The Mind of Leonardo - The Universal Genius at
Work (March 20 - June 17, 2007)
- Zen Treasures from the Kyoto Gozan Temples
(July 31 - September 9, 2007)
- Legacy of the Tokugawa — The Glories and Treas-
ures of the Last Samurai Dynasty
(October 10 - December 2, 2007)
+ Courtly Millenium - Art Treasures from the Ko-
noe Family Collection
(January 2 - February 24, 2008)
+ National Treasures from Yakushi-ji Temple
(March 25 - June 8, 2008)

B Educational Programs
As a central national facility, we plan and execute
educational programs that serve as models for
other museums in cooperation with schools and
volunteers. We also try to offer a variety of educa-
tional opportunities for better understanding of
Japanese traditional culture and history as well as
Asian culture.
(OEducational opportunities
- Educational project suitable for national facility
Education Centre in Hyokeikan
- Promotion of cooperative programs with
schools
Offering school programs (Appreciation Sup-
port, Work Experience Program)
« Partnership with universities
Campus Members System
- Gallery talks and lectures
(OVolunteer activities
- Participate in a variety of interpretive tours

B Research Studies
We conduct systematic research of cultural prop-
erties in Asia, especially in Japan, and have the
outcome reflected in our work in collection, pres-
ervation, and exhibition. Research is partially sup-
ported by Grants in Aid for Scientific Research and
other grants for cultural activities.
The following are examples of subjects studied in
2007:
- Restoration of partition paintings in the Okyokan
- Research into the architectural arrangement
and artifacts at Buddhist Temples in Gandhara,
Pakistan
+ Art education at museums
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JEBEE  Facilities

1968

1999
2001

2007

Started as the Museum of the Ministry of Education. Originally organized as
the first public exposition in Japan carried out by the ministry in the former
Seido in Yushima, Tokyo.

Transferred to the supervision of the Ministry of Interior. Museum had eight
exhibition categories: natural products, agriculture and forestation, industrial
technology, art, history, education, religion, and land & sea.

Moved to the present location, a site formerly occupied by the Hombo (head-
quarters) of Kaneiji temple.

Reorganized as the Imperial Museum under the supervision of the Imperial
Household Agency.

Renamed the Tokyo Imperial Household Museum.

The Hyokeikan was established.

The former Honkan buiding was destroyed in the Great Kanto Earthquake.
The present Honkan building was completed.

Transferred to the supervision of the Ministry of Education, and renamed the
National Museum.

Renamed The Tokyo National Museum.

The Gallery of Horyuji Treasures(old building) was opened.

Became affiliated with the Agency for Cultural Affairs.

Toyokan was opened.

The Gallery of Horyuji Treasures and the Heiseikan were opened.
Transformed into the Independent Administrative Institution National Mu-
seum, Tokyo National Museum.

Integrated into the Independent Administrative Institution National Institute
for Cultural Heritage, as the Tokyo National Museum.

Visitor Information
Hours 9:30 - 17:00 (last admission is 30 mins. before closing time)

Open until 20:00 on the Fridays during special exhibition periods
From April to September, open until 18:00 on Saturdays, Sundays, and the
National Holidays

Closed Mondays (except for National Holidays on Monday, in which case the mu-

seum is open on the holiday and closed the following Tuesday instead), year-
end and New Year holidays (December 28 - January 1)

Admissions

Adults 600 (500) yen

University/High School Students 400 (300) yen

Junior high school students and under Free

¥ () indicate prices for those in groups of 20 or more

* Additional charge is required for special exhibitions

3% A person with disability and each one attendant are free of charge

% People aged 70 years or older are free of charge

3% Admissions to regular exhibitions are free on the International Museum
Day (May 18) and the Respect-for-Senior-Citizen’s Day the third Monday of
September.
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The Kyoto National Museum is responsible for conducting research, preservation, exhibits, and educational activities with an emphasis on the history and cul-
ture of Kyoto, which served as the capital from the Heian period (794-1192) until the end of the Edo period in 1603.

REBENLEYEF. REEVDIRWVGHXIEZMAT DMICH D EZERUIC, (TR
WEEEBZBRE L TVE T, RECTIEIFAIFGHRIUEEMOAR L. TNHEREICLFE ST,
HANGEEHDE UTBESNDLDICEEDFTUIEDT, I3 UKL D 2 FZF1EFICEETEN
5. BHADXEZEM, TDOFRTD [RE] ZFHEL TVEVEBNVET,

ERDINE - 77 - 1218 - MABEEEE L. BRORH - HERHEDLDRWISVAZERDIE
W5, ZLOERICEMFRISHUATVEREIIDIBEE LT, ADDERS 4 7Y ADRENR
BB RIENTBHEAEIC. ATPTLLWEBYEZES LIZLWEEBWET,

The Kyoto National Museum places a special importance on Kyoto, where traditional culture has developed and
flourished over the centuries, and it takes measures to contribute to the community at large. We work to increase
understanding of the unique aspects of traditional Kyoto culture as they developed and spread throughout Japan;

REEILBYER over the centuries Kyoto has remained at the heart of Japanese art and culture.
EQ?K EEF We would like to offer our guests opportunities to enjoy works of art in a relaxing environment while simultane-
SASAKI Johei ously establishing a balance between collection, preservation and research, as well as exhibition, and education.

Executive Director,
Kyoto National Museum

BERD [BEDE]
F18F11816H~12824H

Thematic exhibition“The Calligraphy by the Founders of
Japanese Buddhism”

1S5RS [BEBRAE TR
A1 84986H~ 10820

Thematic exhibition“Qi Baishi and His Contemporaries”
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Exhibitions

@Regular Exhibitions

Regular exhibitions are held in the Collections Hall.
The works of fine arts and decorative arts, which
were produced until the late 19th century, are
displayed by genre: paintings, sculpture, decora-
tive arts, calligraphy, and archaeological objects.
Approximately 2,000 items (50 rotations/ year) are
exhibited every year.

@Thematic Exhibitions

Thematic Exhibitions are held in part of the Col-
lections Hall and are based on exploring specific
themes.

- New Acquisitions (June 20 - July 29, 2007 )

+ Treasures of Daikaku-ji Temple: Commemorating
the 700th Anniversary of Emperor Gouda's Ap-
pointment as Abbot
(August 8 - September 17, 2007)

- Noh Theater and Art
(October 11 — November 11, 2007)

+ Gifts from the Kyoto Museum: The Beginnings of
the Kyoto National Museum Collections
(November 21 — December 24, 2007)

+ Famous Swords from Shrines
(January 2 - February 11, 2008)

- An Old Man's Mischief: The Works of the Bud-
dhist Sculptor Shimizu Ryukei
(January 2 - March 30, 2008)

+ Hina Matsuri and Japanese Dolls
(February 23 — March 30, 2008)
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Number of objects in collection: 6,320 (including 27 National Treasures and 181 Important Cultural Properties)

Number of objects on loan: 6,179 (including 82 National Treasures and 606 Important Cultural Properties)

| (Figures as of April 1,2007)
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@5Special Exhibitions and Co-organized
Exhibitions

Special and co-organized exhibitions are held in

the Special Exhibition Hall.

- Commemorating the Millennium of the Kin-
pusen Sutras:Fujiwara no Michinaga Courtly
Splendor and Pure Land Faith
(April 24 - May 27, 2007)

+ Momoyama Super Painter Kano Eitoku
(October 16 — November 18, 2007)

- Japan’s Encounter with European Ceramics:
Dreaming of Meissen, Sévres, and Minton
(January 5 - March 9, 2008)

M Collection, Preservation, and Restoration
of Cultural Properties

Since the museum’s establishment, a number of
treasures from historical temples and shrines have
been loaned to the Kyoto National Museum. Mean-
while, the number of objects in the collection, with
a focus on art or archeological items related with
Kyoto culture, has been able to increase yearly
thanks to purchases and donations.

These cultural properties must be restored and
conserved appropriately so they may be enjoyed
and appreciated by future generations. The Con-
servation Center for Cultural Properties, the first
comprehensive restoration facility in Japan, was
established in 1980 to meet that need.

Ehttp://www.kyohaku.go.jp/
http://www.kyohaku.go.jp

SALEHRAFHETER

The Conservation Center for Cultural Properties
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Volunteer docent guide
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Rakugo at the Museum
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BEducational Activities
(OStudent Programs

- Preparation of The Museum Dictionary, explana-
tory sheets about art works, for elementary and
junior high school students. Archives of The Mu-
seum Dictionary are also posted on the museum’
s web site

+ The Museum Children’s Club arranges seminars
according to thematic exhibitions.

(O Cooperation with Kyoto University for the edu-
cation of graduate school students

- As visiting professors at the Graduate School of
Human and Environmental Studies, Kyoto Uni-
versity, our curators provide academic educa-
tion and research

(OSeminars and Lectures

- Saturday Lecture Series (about 45 lectures a
year)

Our curators give lectures about exhibitions al-
most every Saturday

+ Summer seminars (August 1-3, 2007)

Exploring the theme of “Infection and Transfor-
mation of Culture”

- International Symposium (November 3, 2007)
Exploring the theme of “The Present Condition
and Problem of the study of KANO Eitoku”

OPublications
We publish various a variety of materials, includ-
ing the annual The Kyoto National Museum Bul-
letin and catalogues of the collections.

B Research Studies

Since 1979 the Kyoto National Museum has con-
ducted organized research on cultural properties
owned by temples and shrines in Kyoto. Presently,
we have been surveying the properties and herit-
age of Kennin-ji temple. The result of each research
project is published in a journal Art Survey of
Temples and Shrines in Kyoto (currently vol. 23); the
journal serves to document the actual condition
of cultural properties to such a high degree of ac-
curacy that it will also serve as the ledgers of items
within each temple or shrine.

M Other Activities

(ORakugo at the Museum
Rakugo performances, traditional comic story-
telling originated in Kyoto, are performed four
times a year; each series of performances is
designed to highlight a seasonal theme. In addi-
tion, lectures and concerts may be held periodi-
cally.
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Brief History

1889

1897
1900
1924
1952

1966

1969

1973
1979
2001
2001

2007

Established as the Imperial Museum of Kyoto under the supervision of the
Imperial Household Agency

First exhibition held

Renamed The Imperial Household Museum of Kyoto

Donated to Kyoto City; renamed the Imperial Gift Museum of Kyoto
Transferred to the national government; renamed the Kyoto National Mu-
seum

Establishment of The Collections Hall

The Special Exhibition Hall, the Main Gate, the ticket booth, and the gate-
fences were designated as Important Cultural Properties under the name of
“the Former Imperial Museum of Kyoto”

The Saturday lecture series started

The Conservation Center for Cultural Properties was established

The South Gate was constructed as part of a new construction project of the
100th Year Anniversary Hall (tentative name)

Transformed into the Independent Administrative Institution National Mu-
seum, Kyoto National Museum

Integrated into the Independent Administrative Institution National Institute
for Cultural Heritage, as the Kyoto National Museum

Visitor Information

Hours

9:30 - 17:00 (last admission is 30 mins. before closing time)
Open until 18:00 during special exhibition periods
(Open until 20:00 on the Fridays during those periods)

(2B DH20:00F THIEE)

X 88 B/RER (BRRAHRA - KBICHIDEEEMEL. 2

1RE8)
FRFr (128258~181H)

FEEREAER AN B00(400)H XF - s4E 250(200)H
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O [REELBYEDCH] £UT. BR%E2 - F41REH. EREY

fE0H (5A18H) RUMEDHIEFERDIHERE
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Closed Mondays (except for when National Holidays fall on Monday, in which case

the museum is open on the holiday and closed the following Tuesday in-

stead), year-end and New Year holidays (December 25 - January 1)

Admissions

Adults: 500 (400) yen

University/High School Students: 250 (200) yen

Junior high school students and under: Free

% ( ) indicate prices for those in groups of 20 or more

% Additional charge is required for special exhibitions

3% Persons with disabilities and one attendant are free of charge.

% People aged 70 years or older are free of charge.

3% Admissions to regular exhibitions are free on the 2nd and 4th Saturday
every month, International Museum Day (May 18) and on the Respect-
for-Senior-Citizen’s Day (3rd Monday of September).
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The Nara National Museum collects, preserves, researches, exhibits, and conducts educational programs on cultural properties with an emphasis on Buddhist

art.

ad:

REEN BYRR
Bl E—

YUYAMA Kenichi,
Executive Director,
Nara National Museum

FEE

Regular Exhibitions

THE

Regular Exhibitions
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Since its opening in 1895, the Nara National Museum has been engaged in the collection, preservation, research,
and educational programs of cultural properties, especially artworks related to Buddhism. With the support of the
neighboring shrines and temples over the many years, the museum has been able to successfully introduce the
magnificence of Japanese Buddhist art as well as historical background. In the future, we would like to utilize our
historical and cultural perspectives to create a new Nara culture, where necessity of internationalization and trans-

fer of information can be fulfilled simultaneously.
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Exhibitions

@Regular Exhibitions

An exhibition titled “Masterpieces of Buddhist
Art”is in the Honkan (main building) and the West
Wing. The exhibits in the Honkan are Japanese
sculptures (especially those of Nara Buddha), Bud-
dhist statues, featured works of art, sculptures
from China, India, and Korea, and a collection of
ancient Chinese bronze vessels. The exhibits in
the West Wing are grouped categorically, so each
is classified as paintings, calligraphy, decorative
arts, or archaeology. Objects in regular exhibits are
rotated about 20 times a year, so over 600 objects
are displayed annually.

@Thematic Exhibitions
Thematic Exhibitions are small-scale exhibitions
and organized to explore a specific theme.

+ A Stroll Among Beloved Treasures: Buddhist
Decorative Art Donated by Kazuhiko Hattori
(June 9 - July 8,2007)

+ Cultural Properties Recently Purchased by the
Agency for Cultural Affairs: Newly Acquired
Treasures for Japan (July 14 — August 19, 2007)

- Newly Designated Important Cultural Proper-
ties: Wooden Tablets from the Nara Palace Site
(July 14 - August 19, 2007)

+ On-Matsuri and the sacred Art of Kasuga
(December 8, 2007 - January 20, 2008)

- Treasures of Todaiji's Omizutori Ritual
(February 2 — March 16, 2008)
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BESR : 1,790(% (E= 1214, EE3{LEF981H)
WSS - 1,957 (EE55H. EENIEEI31444) (Eri19F481HIRE)

Number of objects in collection: 1,790 (including 12 National Treasures'and 98 Important Cultural Properties)

Number of objects on loan: 1,957 (including 55 National Treasures and 314 Important Cultural Properties)

2 (Figures as of April 1,2007)

B T630-8213 EREXRMEAIKHEIS0 MTel 0742-22-7771 (IXK)
50 Noborioji-cho, Nara City, Nara Prefecture 630-8213 Phone: +81-742-22-7771
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@cChildren’s Gallery
The Children’s Gallery offers an introductory guide
of Buddhist Art to elementary and junior high
school students.
+ Exploring Buddhist Coloring
(July 14 — August 19, 2007)

@Special Exhibitions
- Shinto Gods and Buddhist Deities: Syncretic
Faith in Japanese Art(April 7 — May 27, 2007)
- Exquisite: Paintings of the 11th-13th Centuries
(September 1 - September 30, 2007)
+ The 59th Annual Exhibition of Shoso-in Treas-
ures (October 27 — November 12, 2007)

B Collection, Preservation, and Restoration of

Cultural Properties
We make efforts to collect tangible cultural prop-
erties, valuable assets of the people of Japan, via
purchase, donation, and loan.

In our exhibition areas, we maintain the environ-
ment for our collections with meticulous care; and
we constantly control temperature and humidity
in exhibition and storage areas.

Most cultural properties are made of extremely
fragile materials such as paper and wood. There-
fore, the museum must take proactive steps to
preserve the objects for future generations; for this
reason, we established in 2002 the Conservation
Center for Cultural Properties to handle restoration
projects.

Hhttp://www.narahaku.go.jp/
http://www.narahaku.go.jp/

XACBHRIAAETER

Conservation Center for Cultural Properties

1E12

Restoration
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MEducational Programs

We promote a variety of educational programs to

increase understanding about the importance of

cultural properties.

(MCollect and distribute information and materials
concerning cultural properties

(@Conduct programs for students

Ex: the world heritage class for fifth graders, edu-
cational lectures for teachers

(@)Lectures and seminars

Ex: Public lectures, museum talks, summer seminar
series, the Shoso-in academic symposium, and
international symposiums

(®Cooperation with universities and colleges

Ex: Campus Members System, internship pro-
grams, interview classes at the Open University
of Japan, and joint lectures with Nara Women'’s
University and Kobe University

(®Promotion of volunteer activities

BResearch Studies

We consider research study to be the most impor-

tant task because the outcome will be reflected in

our exhibitions. In 2007 the Nara National Museum
conducted the thematic research listed below.

(D Systematic research on shrines and temples in
Nara

(@ Survey of unearthed objects from ancient tem-
ple sites in Nara in a joint research project with
Tezukayama University Archaeological Institute

(® Optical research on Buddhist artworks as joint
research with the National Research Institute for
Cultural Properties, Tokyo

(® Collection and study of photographs of Bud-
dhist art

(®Research the spread of Buddhist art in Japan
and the influence of the Chinese and Korean
Buddhist culture.

(® Study ancient tiles of the Silla Kingdom period
(financial support provided by Grants in Aid for
Scientific Research)

(D Research in the traits of diplomacy and the for-
mation of territory in the middle tumulus period
(financial support provided by Grants in Aid for
Scientific Research)

(8 Basic research in domestic Buddhist art and
international academic exchange with foreign
museums

(@Research on the artworks of Sarira and stipa
cult

(0 Research on the materials of esoteric Buddhist
craftworks



bAL: A Brief History
B2 (1889) BHNAFMED [FHERBEYE] SUTHEB 1889 Established as the Imperial Museum of Nara under the supervision of the Im-
BEA284 (1895) RIfE perial Household Agency
N o~ 1895 First exhibition held
378334 (1900) RRWEEYE] Solin 1900 Renamed the Imperial Household Museum of Nara.
KIE 3%F(1914) ERREHEABHIND 1914 Establishment of The Shoso-in department
BIHI22HE(1947) BBREXIDXEREICHBEIND 1947 Supervision transferred to the Ministry of Education
ZRIOSE(1950) YALEHREESAHEKELS TS 1950 Affiliated with the Committee for the Protection of Cultural Properties
- 1952 Reamed the Nara National Museum
BEF274(1952) RREIEYER S 1968 Affiliated with the Agency for Cultural Affairs
AF143F(1968) XILTDHBKREELD 1972 Completion of the West Wing
BII476(1972) BRYIEEHEE (TaditR) KT 1980 Establishment of The Buddhist Art Library
o] RN T T 4o~ Ay SN 1995 Museum celebrated its centennial anniversary
I?EII;FDBSE (1980) 1A$ﬂ%1fﬁ]§i4fnt//9_ s 1997 Completion of The East Wing and the lower level passageway
FHE 7 F(1995) FREREASFTRIMET 2000 Completion of The Conservation Center for Cultural Properties
FrE 9 E“ 997) ESRfAE. HTFEIERE T 2001 Became the Independent Administrative Institution National Museum, Nara
FR125F(2000) XEHRFERERRE T National Museum
FH13E(2001) MIFTHANETSYE FRETHYRSLD 2007 ntegrated fnto the Independent Aaminsuarive Institution National nsiuce
TRI19F(2007) BIYTBUAEAEILLHEE REEIEYE ¢
EED
MHRN Visitor Information
BHEERSRS,9:30~17:00 (ALBIXEARED30DEIET) Hours  9:30 - 17:00 (last admission is 30 mins. before closing time)
o = OO~ 19" % Open until 18:00 during the Exhibition of Shoso-in Treasures period
X%i?{fjﬁiﬁ?ﬁﬁg 55/ 9:00~18:00 (ARISE % Open until 19:00: 1) the Fridays from the last Friday in April to the last
Al ) Friday in October
XARRKN S 10AFKT COBRRER. ERRRERET 2) the Fridays and Saturdays during the Exhibition of
OBEx-TREH.8811~15H. 12817H. 1B13H. Shoso-in Treasures period during those periods)
2A3H. 38 128(F19:00% Tk 3) August 11 -15, December 17, January 13, February 3,
. - = 53 and March 12
*  B/RIRE (RRELKRE KEICHIIBaRMEL. 2H Closed Mondays (except for National Holidays on Monday, in which case the mu-
REE) FRF1H (12828H~1H1H) seum is open on the holiday and closed the following Tuesday instead),
IEEHERS —f# 500 (400) H. K& 250 (200) H year-end and New Year holidays (December 28 — January 1)
% () PIF20BLLEOEIKE hemissions
KAERRDIS A ERIRS Adults: 500 (400) yen
=T = ’ University/High School Students: 250 (200) yen
XEHWVE L ZONEE 1 BIFER Junior high school students and under: Free
i 70mLLE. PRELTNIEBEICDOWVLTIEER 3% ( ) indicate prices for those in groups of 20 or more
wo - ¥ Additional charge is required for special exhibitions
e ;—) ; Eggif§4ﬁgggaiiigﬁz5§%§ 3% Person with disabilities and one attendant are free of charge
A N “ % People aged 70 years or older are free of charge
ES::igs) 3 Admissions to regular exhibitions are free on Children’s Day, International
Museum Day (May 18), the Respect-for-Senior-Citizen’s Day, Kansai Cul-
ture Day, and Setsubun. (February 3)
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j‘-ﬁ ‘}." E l—'Z @ % ﬁﬁ Kyushu National Museum
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Developed from the concept that Kyushu served as the cultural gateway between Japan and other Asian countries; the Kyushu National Museum was con-
ceived as an institution where cultural properties, especially those related to international exchanges throughout Asia, are researched, collected, preserved,
and exhibited. In addition, pertinent educational programs are conducted for visitors.

JUNEZ BRI, TR 7F10BICHARCABBEOENBYES UCHREL, FI19F118IC
(FAEEDAOOLNZRIEUE Ule, HEEld. BRERESEHEH L. [7I7 EOXILIRDIEE ]
EREBEDHICETCVRKEEDBIC, FEBEICHBTITOERLEXULZRE UL ARLTHERD
FOBHTNET, Ffoo UNCBIF 2 EYERIZF EERSRORRE U TDIE - BEDEDH TN
FI, INSZEBUTC. MEOERICEMULDD., MEICE D THRFEYE LD EZB(TDE
[(FTERSETSEBDENZEERTNEX T,

The Kyushu National Museum opened as the fourth National Museum in October 2005, and on November 2007 has al-
ready welcomed more than 4 million visitors. Working in cooperation with the local government of Fukuoka Prefecture,
we have made efforts to introduce "the Japanese history of cultural exchange with Asian countries and beyond" and

FUNET EYEE other programs to provide children with opportunities to experience diverse Asian cultures. We also promote research
:Eﬂﬁﬁ Eﬁ museum sciences and international exchanges as a core institution serving the whole Kyushu through our research
- and other programs. Through these activities, we will continue our efforts towards serving and being more accessible

MIWA Karoku to the community.

Executive Director,
Kyushu National Museum
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The Cultural Exchange Exhibition on the 4th floor demonstrates
the long history of cultural exchange between Japan and coun-
tries throughout Asia and beyond. The number of exhibits within
a year, through the main and related exhibits, amounts to 1,200
cultural properties including National Treasures and Important
Cultural Properties that span from the Paleolithic period to the late
Edo period. A wide variety of items are rotated about one hundred
times a year, so visitors can enjoy new objects with each visit. The
museum also has a section where visitors can touch highly faithful
reproductions of cultural properties, and high-definition theater
programs. Furthermore, thematic exhibitions, explanatory talks
by the curators and volunteers, and related lectures on exhibition
programs are available on a regular basis. We are equipped to
meet a wide range of visitors' demands by providing free audio
guides in English, Chinese, and Korean and have barrier-free facili-
ties.

@Thematic Exhibitions
As part of regular exhibition, thematic exhibitions are held as fol-
lows:
+ Restored Cultural Properties from the Okinawa Prefectural Mu-
seum Collection (May 8 - June 3, 2007)
- Otsuka Mound with Decorated Chambers and Chieftains from
the Northern Kyushu (June 20, 2007 - March 31,2008)
+ Excavated Objects from Sasazuka Mound and Soroku Mound in
Iki Island -Newly Designated Important Cultural Properties-
(July 2 - October 9, 2007)
+ The Paper Road for passing on cultures [The 2nd Workshop for
Paper Conservation in East Asia]
(August 28 - October 8, 2007)
- Birth of Shakyamuni -the Legacy of a Masterpiece of Korean
Buddhist Painting- (October 10 - November 18, 2007)
+ Korean Diplomatic Envoys to Japan
(November 20, 2007 - January 6, 2008)

@Special Exhibitions
+ Eternal Presence: Buddhism Treasures (April 10- June 10, 2007)
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Number of objects in collection: 281 (including 3 National Treasures and 23 Important Cultural Properties)
Number of loaned objects: 1,506 (including 2 Important Cultural Properties)

(Figures as of April 1,2007)

ET818-0118 wmHBEAEMAMAIRA-7-2 Tel 092—918—2807 ({XF) http://www.kyuhaku.jp/ —
4-7-2, Ishizaka, Dazaifu City, Fukuoka Prefecture 818-0118, Japan Phone: + 81-92-918-2807 http://www.kyuhaku.jp
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- YAKIMONO, Art of Japanese Pottery
(July 7 - August 26, 2007)

+ Treasures of Hongwainji on the 750 th memorial for Shinran
Shonin (September 22 - November 18, 2007)

+ ZenTreasures from the Kyoto Gozan TEMPLES
(January 1 - February 24, 2008)

Ml Collection, Preservation, and Restora-
tion of Cultural Properties

@Collection

Works in fields such as art, archaeology, history, and ethnology
are collected to allow advanced research into how cultural ex-
changes between Japan and Asian countries occurred. We ask
for donations and loaned objects to serve as important resourc-
es that improve the quality and quantity of exhibited items.

@Preservation

Consisting of a double-layered structure that prevents expo-
sure to outer air, the museum's storage area is located in the
center of the building. The thermo-hygrostat air-conditioning
system keeps the temperature and humidity levels constant.
In addition to machinery, cedar panels procured locally, and
humidity control materials are used for the walls and ceiling
to maintain humidity levels stabilized.

The museum is engineered to protect the cultural proper-
ties from being damaged during earthquakes. The structure
and building are designed to isolate seismic shocks and
reduce damage, so the collections are protected against any
possible danger.

HRRE [52F 510958 Wik

Tt 18F45290~6H25H

Special Exhibition "Beautiful Ryukyu: Kingdom of the
Sun"

thid
WhlR TS5A4A3L0vay [EHE
PN
TR19%F181H~2H25H
Special Exhibition "The Price Collection: JAKUCHU and
the Age of Imagination"
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@Restoration

The museum conducts conservation and restoration activities by merging
traditional methods with scientific research results. Qualified conservators,
who belong to The Association for Conservation of National Treasures and
Art Institute or authorized organizations selected by the Agency for Cultural
Affairs, engage in restoration work at the four conservation and restoration
ateliers of the Museum (fabrication of repair paper, books and ancient docu-
ments, paintings, and sculpture. The Museum uses the latest scientific tech-
nology such as X-ray CT scanner and digitalization technology.

BMEducational Programs and Exchange Activities

@Education

(Dinteractive learning Center for Asian and European Culture, AJIPPA
AJIPPA offers an educational experience of various ethnic cultures that his-
torically had interactions with Japan. We develop educational kits and visi-
tor experience programs as well as programs in collaboration with other
educational institutions.

(@"Kyu packs", educational boxes to be used at schools

(®Publish guidebooks for learning about and experiencing other cultures

(@ Campus Members Scheme to strengthen ties with universities and other
schools

(®Publishing Kyuhaku Picture-books for children

@Exchange Activity
(DPromote exchanges among Asian museums

- Concluded cultural exchange agreements with the Buyeo National Mu-
seum (Korea), the Gonguju National Museum (Korea) and the Nanjing
Museum (China)

- "Conservation of Cultural Properties and Regional Revitalization" officially
approved as JICA Partnership Program since 2007

(@lInternational symposia

+ International Conference on "New Light on Kyushu from Ethno-Forms
Standpoint" in commemoration of the 10th Anniversary of the Asian
Ethno-Forms Society (August 24 - 25, 2007)

+ International Symposium on Paper Conservation in East Asia
(September 7 - 8, 2007)

+ International Symposium on Interchange between Paekche and Ancient
East Asia in commemoration of the Conclusion of the Academic and Cul-
tural Exchange Agreements with Chinese and Korean Institutions
(November 18, 2007)

+ International Symposium on History of Interchange between Korea and
Japan and on the role of Korean Diplomatic Envoys in commemoration of
the 400th Anniversary of the First Korean Diplomatic Envoy to Japan
(December 15 - 16, 2007)

(®Volunteer activities
Volunteer participate in the planning and execution of gallery talks, educa-
tion programs, museum guide tours, and events. They foster a great rela-
tionship with our visitors.

M Research Studies

Our research exploring the main theme "Cultural Exchange between Japan
and Asian Countries" and advances in scientific research into conservation
and restoration are utilized for our collection, preservation and exhibition
activities. Part of our research is financially supported by Grants in Aid for
Scientific Research and other grants for cultural activities.

@Research studies on Cultural Exchange between Japan and Asian Coun-
tries
+ Building of virtual reality archives of ancient burial mounds in Japan
- Study of the ancient Buddhist iconography in Southeast Asia
+ Basic research of Japanese religious records from the Edo period
+ Research of objects displayed at the National Industrial Exhibitions
- Study of the acceptance of Chinese cultural relics in the Muromachi era

@Research in the conservation and restoration of cultural properties

- Scientific conservation research on the painted relics damaged by water:
conservation of relics unearthed in Jiangsu province, China

- Basic research on the construction of IPM system for museum risk manage-
ment

- Utilization of X-ray CT scanner data

+ Basic research on the colcothar unearthed from the tombs of supposedly
late Yayoi period and Kofun period

- Study of the shape, material and manufacturing technology of Goryeo
Buddhist Scriptures
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W rublications
We publish as The Kyushu National Museum Bulletin, Asiage (a visual guidebook), Kyu-
haku Picture-books and Asiage (a quarterly brochure).

Brief History

1994

1995

1997

1998
1999

2000

2001

2002

2003

2004

2005

2007

The Agency for Cultural Affairs (ACA) organized "The Committee to Investi-
gate the Establishment of a Museum Based on a New Concept."

The committee decided that a new museum would be established in Kyushu,
and Dazaifu City was selected as a candidate site.

The committee announced "A Basic Statement of Policy for the Kyushu Na-
tional Museum."

The committee formulated "A Basic Plan for the Kyushu National Museum."
ACA, Fukuoka Prefecture, and the Incorporated Foundation to Promote the
Kyushu National Museum, completed the "Basic Construction Design." And
"The Expert Conference to Prepare for Construction of the Kyushu National
Museum" formulated "The Regular Exhibition Plan."

"The Design for Implementing Construction" was planned by ACA, Fukuoka
Pref., and the Foundation. "The Basic Exhibition Design" was drawn by ACA
and Fukuoka Pref. as well.

The Independent Administrative Institution National Museum established a
preparatory office for the Kyushu National Museum. ACA, Fukuoka Pref., and
the Foundation, started "The Construction Phase (the first part of a three-
years plan)."

The Independent Administrative Institution National Museum and Fukuoka
Pref. completed "The Implementation of Exhibition Design."

The Independent Administrative Institution National Museum and Fukuoka
Pref. started "The Exhibition Phase (the first half of a two-years plan)" and
ACA, Fukuoka Pref., and the Foundation, completed "The Construction Phase."
The Independent Administrative Institution National Museum and Fukuoka
Pref. completed "The Exhibition Phase

Established as the Independent Administrative Institution National Museum,
Kyushu National Museum. Opened on October 16.

Merged into the Independent Administrative Institution National Institutes
for Cultural Heritage as the Kyushu National Museum.

Visitor Information

Hours

9:30 - 17:00 (last admission is 30 mins. before closing time)

Closed Mondays (except for National Holidays on Monday, in which case the mu-

seum is open on the holiday and closed the following Tuesday instead),
Year-end holidays (December 25 - December 31)

Admissions

Adults 420 (210) yen

University/High School Students 130 (70) yen

Junior high school students and under Free

%( ) indicate prices for those in groups of 20 or more

% Special fees apply for special exhibitions

*Persons with disabilities and one attendant are free of charge

% People aged 70 years or older are free of charge

3% Admissions to regular exhibitions are free on the International Museum
Day (May 18) and the Respect-for-Senior-Citizen's Day.
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Land and building are co-owned by Fukuoka Prefecture and the Institution.
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National Research Institute for Cultural Properties, Tokyo

RIRSUEHAMAERPTE. EOXETRZX X 21D 5. B, BEX L ZHDEL
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BICOVLWTE B2 E U T—HREEED RSN CWVE T, Ffo. ERHRAICHETE L TE.
BMEOBAREEH CULEE) I TEEL, \EEH CULEE) REDKVRERZEED
UcZDERBHZDHOE T, 7IT7ERZHRLE UTERmNER OGN Z LD RSB TR
WOET,

The National Research Institute for Cultural Properties, Tokyo is responsible for supporting national policies regard-
ing cultural properties through the advancement of fundamental, systematic, advanced and practical research of

R LBATRRR

RECULRIBF P tangible and intangible cultural properties. We inform the public of the outcome, provide advice and guidance to
AR X local governments, and coordinate international projects. In 2007, the institute and the National Research Institute
SUZUKI Norio for Cultural Properties, Nara, along with the four National Museums were integrated into a new organization. We

expect this will lead to increased opportunities for progress, especially in the areas of preservation and restoration
of cultural properties. In terms of international cooperation, with our long experience of preservation of tangible
and intangible properties, we will cultivate sustainable cooperative relationships throughout the Asian region.

Director General,
National Research Institute
for Cultural Properties,
Tokyo

.ﬁﬂ:%{ﬁﬁ%ﬁ M Organization
O EEFFRER
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RIITHEBICHREUF T, BIFIC, EMEHTEO
SHIFEREICID Y. FTUWVWERZOMIIZ

@Department of Research Programming

The Department of Research Programming organ-
izes archives for the study of cultural properties
by collecting materials and images and makes
them available to the public. It is simultaneously
engaged in investigating research issues in art his-
tory, and it aims to establish a new discipline in the
field of art reference materials.

SfET Y5 ) VEIRDISAICET 25BA

=
W% (At BIELCLET,
Study on the Application of High-Resolution Digital
Images (National Palace Museum, Taipei)
OERSUEEEER @Department of Intangible Cultural Heritage

FERDRE. THEBEROEFDRS
DERF
Recording of chants by Mr. Kondo Ryunosuke, the oldest
performer of the Hosho School of Noh
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The Department of Intangible Cultural Heritage
conducts basic research useful for the conserva-
tion and relaying the intangible cultural proper-
ties, and intangible folk cultural properties. Audio-
visual documentation, a significant method for
the conservation of intangible cultural heritage, is
conducted and new methods of documentation
are also investigated
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@ Center for Conservation Science and Restora-
tion Techniques

The Center relies on the scientific method to study
and evaluate environmental conditions and char-
acteristics of cultural properties. The Center also
performs research into materials, techniques, and
environment for restoration of cultural properties
while it develops the necessary materials, tech-
niques, and evaluates their improvement, develop-
ment, and maintenance practices. Moreover, the
Center works closely with those who are actually
engaged in conservation and restoration of cul-
tural properties.

@ Japan Center for International Cooperation in

Conservation
The Japan Center for International Cooperation in
Conservation renders assistance to countries such
as Afghanistan, China, Thailand and Cambodia for
their conservation undertakings, including capac-
ity building, promoting ties with other institutions
around the world through research meetings, and
collecting and providing information on cultural
properties and their protection.

The Center is commissioned with the manage-
ment of the office of the Japan Consortium for
International Cooperation in Cultural Heritage.

#EEX LHE13-43 HETEL 03-3823-2241 (1XX) - Whttp://www.tobunken.go.jp/
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Investigation of a fiber sample using digital microscope
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Conservation and restoration of mural paintings at Cave

1, the Bamiyan site (Afghanistan)
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Practical session on the restoration of Japanese lacquer
ware
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Ml Seminars / Advice / Guidance

The National Research Institutes for Cultural Properties, Tokyo con-
ducts various seminars such as International Course on Conservation
of Japanese Lacquer and Japanese Paper, Seminar Course for Mu-
seum Curators. It also provides advice and guidance such as Advice
on Preservation, Transmission and Utilization of Intangible Cultural
Heritages, Inspection Assistance and Advice of the Museum Environ-
ment and Investigation and advice concerning Conservation of Cul-
tural Properties.

= -

R F—AICHBITDIREEDHRE
Investigation of the brick walls of the Hiroshima Peace
Memorial (Genbaku Dome)

M Graduate School Education / Public
Lecture

The National Research Institutes for Cultural Properties, Tokyo, pro-
vides the results of its research to the public in the hope of giving
rise to the next generation of experts and rasing public interest. In
addition to public lectures, experts also present their research to
graduate students. The institute has collaborated with the Tokyo
National University of Fine Arts and Music in the Preventive Con-
servation Course since 1995. In Public lectures, the Department of
Research Programming and the Department of Intangible Cultural
Heritage present their research achievements.

58 | DR S LIRS S FAATRE
REGIESTT - IRIITHERER E DRI
1st Public Lecture Dialogue with Mr. SHIGEYAMA Sen-
goro, a kyogen performer of the Ohkura School

BPublications

The National Research Institutes for Cultural Properties, Tokyo pub-
lishes periodicals such as The Bijutsu Kenkyu (The Journal of Art Stud-
ies), Year Book of Japanese Art, Research and Reports on Intangible Cul-
tural Heritage and Science for Conservation. In addition, it publishes
various research studies.
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HEDissemination of Research
Information

The National Research Institutes for Cultural Properties, Tokyo is
engaged in actively communicating with the public and making the
results of its diverse activities, including research and international
cooperation accessible. Publications like the Annual Report, Profile
and TOBUNKENNEWS are published, and material is added to the In-
stitute’s website.

Brief History

1930

1947
1950
1952

1968

2000
2001

2007

Established as The Institute of Art Research, an auxiliary organization of the
Imperial Academy of Fine Arts

Affiliated with the National Museum

Affiliated with the National Commission for Protection of Cultural Properties
Reorganized and renamed Tokyo National Research Institute of Cultural Prop-
erties

Affiliated with the Agency for Cultural Affairs

Construction of new offices

Transformed into the Independent Administrative Institution National Insti-
tute for Cultural Heritage, National Research Institute for Cultural Properties,
Tokyo

Integrated into the Independent Administrative Institution National Institute
for Cultural Heritage, as the National Research Institute for Cultural Properties,
Tokyo
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TANABE Masao

Director General,
Nara National Research
Institute for Cultural
Properties

eSS

Training for treatment of fragile artifacts

+EOER

Training for treatment of ceramics

I

-

T EXERE

Research into old documents at Yakushiji temple
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Nara National Research Institute for Cultural Properties

REXEMAZRIE, SEFXEHZRYICEI U TRENICHZN T E/C. FREI PR
SHOHEFEREZF D, BLER., BiEY. EE. BIVEEOXEMOBEMSE. €U TRE
REQICHDAEMRERTENFEZHE>TVET . INSIE. ERADSULEAE. 2
i, EESERICOARELEFS L. REPEEDOXIEMIAFRA EDESHNEHEHZRE LTH
BRUTCVET . Ffo, MICEERRMEHATEAORE. BARSFIBENDESSHERE
BHBEIE D TVET, EMDREDCHICHAMNDFEE LR, BE. BREOEINE. =ES
HFHEDAEFOER CEEDNSNTVNE T, INSOBAEMATIS. SHTAORHCHDE
EO e HFOZEENFHBEMRICL DT ONTVE I D, SEEFCERBICIED ES(CEL
DREFEOHBMENOIREICED EHBFLTCVE T, TNOZRARITEN L. EHRED
SHDIFRZ—BITRU CEVDIFCY,

The Nara National Research Institute for Cultural Properties is an organization that engages in the study of tangi-
ble cultural heritage, has conducted excavation research at the Nara and Fujiwara Palace sites, investigated cultur-
al objects such as historical documents, ancient architecture, and gardens and also has made efforts to preserve
the Asuka region via our research and exhibition programs. These activities contribute to the study of cultural
heritages, academic exchange, and both domestic and international support; for example, they resulted in perma-
nent joint research partnerships with institutes in China and Korea. We also endeavor to develop new excavation
technology, research methods, and provide technical trainings for local government employees. Our methods
of preservation, restoration, and maintenance are not only appreciated by researchers in Japan but also utilized
in excavations globally. With the merger of the two independent administrative institutions, and four museums
our study and research, which has been advanced via interdisciplinary collaboration is now expected to have in-
creased opportunities for collaboration with various specialists from diverse backgrounds. It is our responsibility
to maximize the results of our efforts in research and preservation of cultural properties.
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@Department of Planning and Coordination
The Department of Planning and Coordination was es-
tablished in 2006. In addition to directing the Institutes'
activities, it promotes the transfer of information and
public utilization of achievements in research.

As a national center of research for the conservation
of cultural properties, the department accumulates and
transmits information, provides technical assistance and
advice for national and local public institutions, and col-
laborates in joint research. The Institute lent technical
collaboration to a project, administered by the Agency
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of Cultural Affairs, concerning the preservation and
utilization of the mural paintings of Takamatsuzuka and
Kitora tombs. It also plans and manages the promotion
of international cooperation, international exchange,
and international training.

The department consists of five sections: the Plan-
ning and Coordination Section, the Data and Informa-
tion Section, the International Cooperation Section, the
Exhibition Section, and the Photography Section.

@Department of Cultural Heritage
The Department of Cultural Heritage conducts spe-
cialized and comprehensive research in a wide range
of cultural objects such as ancient written materials,
historical documents, historical and traditional architec-
ture, excavated building sites, historical gardens, cul-
tural landscapes, and archaeological and historical sites.
It consists of four sections: the Historical Document
Section, the Architectural History Section, the Cultural
Landscape Section, and the Site Stabilization Section.
The Architectural History Section, with its knowledge
accumulated through research, carries out the project of
preservative restoration on architectural cultural proper-
ties; it played a great part in repairing the First Imperial
Audience Hall at the Heijo Palace Site, and also cooper-
ates with foreign researchers for conserving architectural
heritages overseas. The Site Stabilization Section surveys
the actual circumstances of historical sites after they are
excavated and restored, and attempts to maintain this
data in a database. It also assists the restoration pro-
grams of local governments in Japan.
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@Department of Imperial Palace Sites Investigations
The Department of Imperial Palace Sites Investigations
conducts excavation research in the Heijo and Asuka/
Fujiwara regions, and it also performs interdisciplinary
research on the features of ancient buildings and the
objects to comprehend its history. The outcome of
research is open to the public in meetings, reports, and
exhibition rooms, so the need to preserve the Imperial
Palace sites is relayed.

[Department of Imperial Palace Sites Investiga-
tions (Heijo)]

This department is in charge of excavation research
at the Nara Palace Site, where the imperial palace and
government offices were in the Nara period (710-784).
Since 1954 an organized research has progressed; to-
day, almost 30% of the 130 hectare site has been com-
pletely excavated and surveyed. In excavated portions,
platforms are constructed to signify where ancient
buildings once stood, and shrubs are planted in a man-
ner that indicates the original positions of pillars. After
the reconstruction of the Suzaku Gate and the Eastern
Palace Garden has finished, now the reconstruction of
the First Imperial Audience Hall is under way.

[Department of Imperial Palace Sites Investiga-
tions (Asuka/Fujiwara)]

This department is in charge of excavation research in

the Asuka/Fujiwara region, which served as a political,

economic, and cultural center after the state was first

established.

The region contains various kinds of sites, which
included palaces, residences of elite clans, the sites of
temples such as Asukadera temple, the oldest Buddhist
temple in Japan, a workshop that produced ancient
coins and glass, a water clock, and tombs. In the north-
ern half of the region, the site of the Fujiwara capital,
a capital of ancient state and the first planned city in
Japan, covered a vast area of more than five square kil-
ometers. To reconstruct the historical record, interdisci-
plinary research is progressing.

-

Tel 0742—30—6733 (1t%) http://www.nabunken.go.jp/

! — ;
— ¥
. vy

Bt

The Eastern Palace Area

BRI KRR

Imperial Audience Hall

E bR EEEE 2007 31




FwENHER

Dendrochronological Research

TRESERIEE

Asuka Historical Museum

\.} =
7> 3—)UE by T5kREE

Survey of the Western Prasat Top, Angkor, Cambodia
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@Center for Archaeological Operations
The center for Archaeological Operations consists of
four sections.

The Conservation Science Section studies and de-
velops analytic methods for investigating the material
and structure of archaeological objects. It also conducts
practical research concerning the preservation and
repair of those materials, such as the desiccation of
wooden objects, and it provides technical assistance
and advice for local governments.

The Environmental Archaeological Section studies
remains of flora and fauna in order to simulate ancient
environments and nature.

The Dating Section conducts a research in how to ap-
ply the methods of dendrochronology to the fields of ar-
chaeology, history, architectural history, and art history.

The Survey and Prospection Section studies the tech-
nology of excavation, in order to improve the quality of
investigation at historical sites and to increase efficiency
in field activity.
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@Asuka Historical Museum

In accordance with special legislative measures for
the preservation of the historic scenery of the Asuka
region, Asuka Historical Museum, a facility displaying
the historical articles of the region, was established in
Okuyama in 1975. The museum has regularly exhibited
items that were excavated from palaces, tombs, and
temple sites. The reconstructed portion of the eastern
cloister of Yamadadera temple and excavated objects
around its site are exhibited as well.

The special exhibitions, held in every spring and au-
tumn, feature the unearthed cultural properties of the
Asuka region to explore the Asuka history. The mural
paintings of Kitora tumulus mounds are displayed in
special exhibitions in spring since 2006. Featured ex-
hibitions are held in summer and winter to introduce
research achievements of the Nara National Research
Institute for Cultural Properties.

@International Academic Exchanges
The Nara National Research Institute for Cultural Proper-
ties contributes to international exchange through the
activities such as joint research, exchange of research-
ers, technical training, and preservation and restoration,
and participates in international cooperation projects
conducted by other institutions such as ACCU (Asia/Pa-
cific Cultural Centre for UNESCO).

The ongoing joint research projects are as follows: (1)
a research on the Luoyang site, an ancient capital located
in the city of Luoyang, Henan province, China, with the
Institute of Archaeology, Chinese Academy of Social Sci-
ence; (2) a comprehensive research collaboration on the
Western Prasat Top, one of the historical sites of Angkor,
with the Authority for the Protection and Management
of Angkor and the Region of Siem Reap; (3) a research
on the Huangye and Baihe kiln sites located in the city
of Gongyi, Henan province, China, with the Archaeologi-
cal Institute of Henan Province, China; (4) a comparative
study of the ancient capitals in Korea, with the National
Research Institute for Cultural Properties, Korea; (5) the
investigation and maintenance of Sui and Tang graves in
the Chaoyang district with the Archaeological Institute
of Lioning Province, China; (6) a research on the Bamiyan
site in Afghanistan, along with the National Research
Institute for Cultural Properties, Tokyo.
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Brief History

1952 The Nara Cultural Properties Research Institute (consisting of the General Affairs Division,
the Historical Research Division, the Architecture Research Division, and the Art Research
Division) was established at 50 Kasugano-cho, Nara city, as an auxiliary organization of the
National Commission for Protection of Cultural Properties.

1954 Renamed the Nara National Cultural Properties Research Institute.

1960 The office of the Heijo Palace Site Investigations opened in the Nara Palace Site in Sakihi-
gashi-machi, Nara.

1963 The Division of Heijo Palace Site Investigations was established

1968 Became an affiliated organization of the Agency for Cultural Affairs, due to its establish-
ment.

1970 The Nara Palace Site Museum opened.

1973 The Finance Section, the Division of Asuka/Fujiwara Palace Investigations, and the Asuka
Historical Museum were established.

1974 The Department of General Affairs and the Center for Archaeological Operations were es-
tablished.

1975 The Asuka Historical Museum opened at Okuyama in the village of Asuka, Nara.

1980 The Art research Division was transferred to the Research Center for Buddhist Art of the
Nara National Museum.

1980 Relocated in Nijo-cho, Nara city.
The Division of Heijo Palace Site Investigations and the Center for Archaeological Opera-
tions were transferred to Nijo-cho as well.

1988 A new headquarters building of the Division of Asuka/Fujiwara Palace Site Investigations
was built at 94-1, Kinomoto-cho, Kashihara city.

2001 Transformed into the Independent Administrative Institution National Institute for Cultural
Heritage, Nara National Research Institute for Cultural Properties.

2007 Integrated into the Independent Administrative Institution National Institute for Cultural Herit-

age, as the National Research Institute for Cultural Properties, Nara.

Visitor Information

@Nara Palace Site Museum

Hours: 9:00 - 16:30 (last admission at 16:00, charge-free)

Closed: Mondays (except if National Holiday is on Monday, in which case the museum is open on
the holiday and closed the following Tuesday instead), year-end and New Year holidays

Note: We have volunteer guides for free

Phone: 0742-30-6753 Information Division

@Exhibition Room of Fujiwara Palace Site

Hours: 9:00 - 16:30 (charge-free)

Closed: Saturdays, Sundays, National holidays, and year-end and New Year holidays

Phone: 0744-24-1122 Department of Imperial Palace Sites Investigations (Asuka/Fujiwara)

@Asuka Historical Museum

Hours: 9:00 - 16:30 (last admission at 16:00)

Closed: Mondays (except if National Holidays is on Monday, in which case the museum is open
on the holiday and closed the following Tuesday instead), year-end and New Year holi-
days
Admissions: Adults 260 (170) yen
University/High School Students 130 (60) yen
Junior high school students and under Free
3%( ) indicate prices for those in groups of 20 or more
3 Additional charge is required for special exhibitions
3% Person with disability and one attendant are free of charge

Note: We have guides for free (on weekdays only, reservations required)

Phone: 0744-54-3561 Asuka Historical Museum
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