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The Independent Administrative Institution National
Institutes for Cultural Heritage was established in April of
2007 by merging two Independent Administrative Insti-
tutions, National Museum, which was comprised of the
Tokyo National Museum, Kyoto National Museum, Nara
National Museum and Kyushu National Museum, and
National Research Institute for Cultural Properties, which
consisted of the National Research Institute for Cultural
Properties, Tokyo and Nara National Research Institute
for Cultural Properties, with the purpose of conservation
and utilization of cultural properties.

The Institutes are meant to invigorate the environ-
ment of cultural properties through organized activities
including research of cultural properties, improvement
of the conservation field of tangible cultural properties
and their display.

With the establishment of these Institutes, we aim to
research, collect, preserve and display cultural properties
in a well-balanced and structured way.

We also expect that the new Institutes will contribute
to the promotion of further understanding of Japanese
culture and cultural properties in the global society, as
well as appeal to Japanese people’s wider attention to
their own cultural heritage and further interest in Japa-
nese cultural heritage and conservation activities.

We sincerely hope to receive understanding and coop-

eration as we work towards our goals.



